
J u l y ' s 
activities have 
b e e n  a 
f ireworks of 
events.  The 
first Tuesday 
of the month 
sparked the 
b o a r d 
meeting where many events were 
talked about and organized.  The 
board continues to keep the club 
enthused by planning many diverse 
act ivi t ies and correct ing any 
problems or concerns that come up.  
All those on the board are dedicated 
and #1 in my book.

July is the second of the summer 
meetings the club voted for.  It was 
well attended and very much 
enjoyed.  There is a lot of joy 
mee t ing  w i th  fe l l ow  f r i ends 
interested in talking about our 
fantastic Corvettes.  Once again the 
members have stepped up to the 
plate and took us to a lovely 
r e s t a u r a n t  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f 
Melbourne.  The New England 
Eatery was the choice by Bill and 
Judi Manville.  They did an 
outstanding job, the food was 
exceptional, and the gifts were a 
treat.  Judi’s home made the gifts 
won in the raffle.  They were superb.  
You missed a great time together if 
you weren't there.  We missed you 
greatly if you were not there.  
Mystery Dinner Cruises are a 
favorite event among all Indian 
River Corvette Club members.

With such a bang up job for the 
month of July, I can't wait to see 
what is in store for our August 
events.  Hope to see you at all of 
them. 

SAVE THE WAVE!
SUE

The Prez Says 

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays for August
 Beverly Dillion August 6

 Gail Hollenback August 8

 Rich Steinbach August 13

 Jim Merklinghaus August 18

 Joseph Bernardo August 21

 Karen Atwell August 23

 Susan Steinbach August 26

 Mike Chiotakis August 26

 Greg Butcher August 27

Birthdays for September
 Bob Dunne September 2

 Mick Shaffer September 11

 Gene Dipol September 19

 Philip Canal September 27

Happy Birthday to everyone!

8 - Thursday -General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

11 - Sunday - Brunch at Shuckers on the Beach
meeting at 9:30 am Ficherman's Warf in Fort Pierce

27 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Brad & Judy

3 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting

12 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

21 - Saturday - IRCC 20th Anniversary Party

24 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Curt & Barbara

10 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

19 - Saturday - Vettes On The Avenue
Hosted by  Space Coast Vettes

29 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Frank & Connie

COMING IN SEPTEMBER

COMING IN AUGUST

COMING IN OCTOBER
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SEE WEB 
CALENDAR

FOR DETAILS

DON'T FORGET
OUR

TOYS FOR TOTS
AND

CHRISTMAS PARTY



.Bill and Judi Manville were the 
cruise directors for our dinner cruise.  
We traveled north on A 1 A and 
enjoyed the sunshine and glimpses 
of the beach.  We were on our way to 
Melbourne to dine at the New 
England Eatery and Pub.  The 
restaurant opened in 1986 and the 
food has always been really great.  
We have eaten there numerous times 
and have always been pleased with 
their seafood.  My favorite meal has 
always been the fried shrimp dinner 
and it was delicious as always!  

Check out the pictures and see how 
much fun we had.  We had a smaller 
group going since our snowbirds are 
gone for the summer.

A great time was had by all.  Thank 
you to Bill and Judi for a great 
restaurant choice and a fun filled 
evening.

Save the wave,
Hollyann
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JULY MYSTERY CRUISE
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For a performance nameplate dating 
back more than half a century, the 
Corvette has seldom attracted the 
attention of design houses wishing to 
give it a bespoke suit.  Contrasts that 
to the countless coach built European 
cars of the 1960s, when it was still 
c o m m o n  f o r  c a r r o z z e r i a s  t o 
completely re-body a car and sell it off 
the auto show floor.

One of the few exceptions is the 
Rondine concept by Pininfarina, 
which made its debut at the 1963 
Paris motor show.  Built on the new 
C2 chassis that debuted the same 
year, the Rondine is unusual in that it 
w a s  C h e v r o l e t  i t s e l f  t h a t 
c o m m i s s i o n e d  t h i s  c o n c e p t , 
contracting Pininfarina to tailor a new 
suit for the second-gen model.

Designed by Tom Tjaarda at the 
Turin-based carrozzeria, the Rondine 
f e a t u r e s  a  n u m b e r  o f  v e r y 
recognizable Pininfarina design 
elements, some of which you may 
recall from other production and 
concept cars of the time.  But it's also 
fairly recognizable as a Corvette -- 
the design does not depart far from 
the looks of the factory C2 to the point 
that one would say that it hails from 
another marque altogether.  Of 
course, we say that with the benefit of 
hindsight, and with the ability to draw 
every detail of the C2-generation 
Corvette from memory, also knowing 
how the Corvette evolved in later 
decades.

But there is sti l l  enough of a 
resemblance to make the Rondine a 
Corvette and nothing else.

If there is one single theme to the 
Rondine, it is that it appears visually 
lighter than the factory C2, wearing 
flowing bodywork that features longer 
front and rear overhangs.  The Sting 

Ray shape is still there, but the 
proportions are far more liberal and 
more elegant -- the Rondine was not 
penned to appear more aggressive, 
rather adding lightness and softer 
lines to the same chassis.  Up 
front,  you' l l  not ice that the 
Rondine still features a split 
b u m p e r,  b u t  t h e  p i v o t i n g 
headlights are hidden under sharp 
and slightly menacing eyebrows.  
The beltline that bisects the car is 
still prominent, but the Rondine 
wears a slightly more prominent 
grille.  The small round side 
markers are there as well, but 
lifted up and to the sides of the 
headlights.

Gone are the vents behind the 
wheel arches and the bulges in the 
front wings, smoothed out in favor 
of a more subtle surface, and it's a 
theme that extends to the whole of 
the car.  Wearing less chrome, the 
windshield adopts a wider stance, 
instead of the more upright and 
chrome-trimmed outline of the 
o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n .   T j a a r d a 
smoothed out the rear fenders as 
well, giving the tail a more tapered 
profile, but not at the expense of 
the rear overhangs.  The shape of 
the roof is one of the more Italian 
elements in this design -- it's easy 
to picture a Ferrari with this 
greenhouse design -- and so is the 
rear glass, which is wider than the 
original split window arrangement.

A thick B-pillar roll bar is the single 
biggest chrome surface on the car, 
and it's a very Italian design detail 
from the period.

The rear wings and the taillights 
are also trademarking Pininfarina 
elements of the time, ending in 
origami-style folded lines and thin, 
horizontal taillights.  Viewed in 
profile or from the front the 
Rondine is still very much a 
Corvette, but it's an Italian car 
strictly from the aft.

What happened to the car after it 
was built?  Pininfarina kept it in its 

museum until 2008, when it 
was sold at auction and found 
its way into private hands.  The 
car brought $1.6 million in 
2008, which seems a little light 
a decade later.  Where else will 
you find a carrozzeria-styled 
Corvette ordered by Chevrolet 
in the 1960s?

You're probably wondering by 
now why the Rondine is 
spending time in a seemingly 
empty field in these photos.  We 
spent some time with the car in 
2012 and 2016 when it made 
appearances at the Greenwich 
concours, and for one long 
night it really was almost alone, 
outside, spending the night on 

the show field under the stars.  
But it was kept company by a no 
less important concept car of a 
prior era: the Chrysler Ghia 
Thomas Special.  The two 
wowed crowds on Saturday 
and Sunday back in 2012, but 
stayed on the field overnight 
instead of retreating to a car 
carrier or a garage.

If you haven't seen it in person 
and are afraid you'll never see it 
again --  don' t  worry:  the 
Rondine makes appearances 
at the concour events pretty 
regularly, especially on the east 
coast, having appeared at a 
number of stateside events in 
the past decade.  We expect to 
see it again in a year or two.

Corvette in an Italian suit: Pininfarina's Rondine concept
This one-off design study imagined a sleeker, visually lighter Sting Ray
autoweek.com - Jay Ramey – 5/31/19
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A halo supercar for the Cadillac brand 
has been rumored on and off for 
years now. As far as we know, no 
such car exists in Caddy's current 
product plans. But now that the long-
awaited C8 2020 Chevrolet Corvette 
has been revealed, we couldn't help 
but wonder what a Cadillac based on 
those same mid-engine bones might 
look like. These renderings should 
give you a pretty good idea.

As you can see, Cadillac's mid-
engine sports car goes in a very 
different styling direction from the 
Corvette. Our fantasy Cadillac halo 
sports car draws inspiration from 
Caddy's upcoming electric SUV as 

What if Cadillac Built a Halo Supercar Based on the 2020 Corvette C8?

automobilemag.com - Alex Nishimoto – 7/24/19

It might look something like this.

well as the 2002 Cadillac Cien 
concept, the brand's first vision of a 
mid-engine supercar. The C8's 
mixed-material chassis, which 
combines aluminum and carbon fiber 
around a rigid center tunnel, would 
allow for some amount of design 
differentiation if Chevy wanted to 
share it with other brands and help 
amortize the cost of the mid-engine 
car's development.

Cadillac could stuff its twin-turbo 4.2-
liter Blackwing V-8 into its supercar, 
but since the engineering has already 
been done to fit the LT2, we think 
sharing powertrains is the more likely 

option. The 2020 Corvette's naturally 
aspirated 6.2-liter LT2 V-8 makes 495 
hp and 470 lb-ft of torque, and comes 
mated to an eight-speed dual-clutch 
transaxle developed with Tremec. 
And while you'd think mounting an 
electric motor on the front axle would 
help further Cadillac's electrification 
goals, brand chief Steve Carlisle has 
said future Cadillac models will either 
b e  a l l - e l e c t r i c  o r  a l l -
combustion—nothing in between. 
GM is positioning Cadillac as its lead 
electric brand, so having a gas-
burning supercar for a flagship might 
not be the best look. But who knows? 

A mid-engine sports car could be just 
what the troubled luxury marque 
needs

Given how popular Chevy's sports 
car is and the lineup's remarkable 
breadth, it's not easy to stand out 
driving around in a Corvette C7.

Some do not give up that easily, 
though, and tuning companies are 
more than happy to satisfy their most 
outlandish customizing requests.

One particular owner from Florida 
asked TS Designs to apply its wide 
body kit to their Corvette Convertible. 
And nothing unusual about that; 
quite the contrary, as the beefier 
fenders do make the Vette look 
meaner.

Built in collaboration with Forgiato, 
the wide body kit comes in handy if 
you wish to replace the Corvette's 
standard wheels with massive 
aftermarket rims.  In this particular 
case, the owner went for a set of 
staggered Forgiato GTRs, sized 20 
inches at the front and 22 at the back.

As you can see, the wild wheels are 
painted gold to match the eye-
catching wrap that mimics the color 
and shine of the precious metal.  
Surprisingly, some parts of the car 
escaped the golden treatment.  

Those include the red brake calipers 
and the black aerodynamic elements 
including the fender vents, front 
splitter, rear wing, and rear diffuser.  
The gold theme continues inside, 
though, with accents on the seats and 
door panels.

Interestingly, the owner has another 
wide body C7 Corvette in blue that 
they use as a daily driver – which 
might mean that the gold car is their 
weekend ride.  Got every base 
covered then, don't they?

Widebody Corvette C7 With Gold Wrap And Huge Forgiato Rims Is Bling Overdose
carscoops.com - Dan Mihalascu | 6/10/19


