
Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 
Year.  2019 is 
about to end.  
2 0 2 0  i s 
approaching at a 
fast pace.  We 
d id  ce lebra te 
Christmas in a festive way.  The 
Italian American Club put up 
decorations all around, walls, poles, 
tables, chairs and a huge Christmas 
tree.  Everyone felt the Christmas 
spirit just by walking into the room.  
Many people have said how much 
they enjoyed the evening, the food, 
and the entertainment.  We certainly 
did dance the night away.  Each one 
of you that attended were an uplift to 
the party and I thank you for all the fun 
we had.  The gift exchange went 
smoothly.  All that brought a gift took a 
gift home…  amazing!  If any 
improvements could make the event 
better, please let us know.

Now the party is over and the last 
function of the 2019 president is 
done.  I am willing to take the office of 
president, for one more year, for 
2020.  It has been a pleasure and a 
joy to serve as president.  It is a great 
honor to hold the office for one more 
year.  This club runs so efficiently.  
That is a compliment to EACH ONE 
of you.  The people that helped me fill 
my role are: Curt Randolph, 
Barbara Randolph, Dave Myers, 
Beth Butcher, Lisa Krantz, Ro 
Bryant, Hollyann Quina, and Tom 
Quina.  Hats off to each one of you 
for an outstanding job. YOU ARE 
APPRECIATED!  All the officers will 
remain and fill the same roles as the 
year 2020 begins.  I am excited to get 
started on January 9, 2020.  C.J. 
Cannons will graciously provide our 
continued meeting place.  They have 
been a real blessing to our club.  Our 
main server is Lisa; she does a 
fabulous job for  us.   P lease 
remember to thank her and show 
your gratitude.

The Prez Says 
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7 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

2 - 12 - Thur - Sat - Mecum Auction - Kissimmee

9 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

23 - 26 - Thur - Sun - Rolex 24 at Daytona

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Terry & Sue

13 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

20 - Thursday - Rocket Man Show - A Tribute to Elton John

25 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Greg & Beth

COMING IN JANUARY

COMING IN FEBRUARY

The website already has postings for 
2020.  Fun things are in line for the 
next year.  The website is the best 
source of information for all events.  
Thanks Tom for all your time in 
keeping things current.  Here we go 
again!  Another exciting year of being 
together.  Have a healthy happy new 
year and thank you for all the 
wonderful memories from the past 
year.

SAVE THE WAVE!
SUE

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays for January
 Joe Vogt January 1

 Uwe Jentsch January 6

 Ro Bryant January 14

 Bill Fenton January 15

 Marsha Gavin January 17

 Stan Smykowski January 18

 Shelley Jentsch January 20

 Stafford Dillion January 29

 Norma Warcup January 31

Birthdays for February
 Sherry McKee  February 12

 Brad Grandage  February 13

 Andi Smykowski  February 19

 Dave Myers  February 22

 Hollyann Quina  February 24

 JoAnn Merklinghaus  February 26

Birthdays for March
 Marino Silva  March 3

 Curtis Randolph  March 7

 Frank Briganti  March 13

 Terry Smith  March 15

 Dan Bryant  March 25

Happy Birthday to everyone!

Meet Mary Barra GM CEO and
what she has to say about

Corvette - Story Page 4

For Details See Club Calendar On The WEB
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The club Christmas party this year 
was held at the Italian America Civic 
Association in Vero Beach on a 
Saturday night.  We had a great 
turnout.  Some members brought 
friends and a few family members 
also came along.  Everyone looked 
great dressed in their holiday garb.  
This was a nice change since we had 
the party on a Sunday before the 
change of venue.  Yes we did not 
have the river to see from the 
w i n d o w s ,  b u t  t h e  r o o m  w a s 
decorated every place you looked 
and we had a very nice meal.  The 
food was hot and was served quickly 
and tasted good.  Salad and soup 
choice was nice.  Tom and I selected 
the pork which was seasoned lightly 
and had a very tasty flavor.

The Club also has a much larger 
dance floor and more room to move 
from one area to the other.  There is a 
full bar for those who want mix drinks, 
several beers on tap, fountain cokes 
and more rest rooms.

I think that the change of venue was a 
good idea.  It saved the club and 
members some money.  Having 
more room had almost everyone up 
and moving around.  More dancing 
and more mingling.

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Continued On Page 3
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Continued From Page 2
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If you ever doubted the faith General 
Motors has in the future of the 
Chevro le t  Corvet te ,  l i s ten to 
Chairman and CEO Mary Barra in 
this exclusive wide-ranging interview 
with MotorTrend.

It was time for Corvette to make the 
move to a mid-engine architecture, 
she said, “and i t  was a huge 
investment, but it was something we 
really believed in. We believed it was 
important for the Chevrolet brand, for 
the Corvette franchise itself.”

And, speaking of brands, Barra says 
GM would never rush into a decision 
amid internet speculation that the 
company is considering spinning off 
the Corvette into its own brand.

“I think you have to be really careful,” 
she warns, “because you have to 
understand what makes the brand 
the brand. So I'm not going to say 
never, but I think if General Motors 
were to ever do anything, we would 
assess it very, very carefully. Corvette 
means something so special to so 
many people.”

We get the feeling that Chevrolet is 
the place the company wants the 
Corvette to remain.

Just listen to Barra's comments: 
“What I think is really important is 
Chevrolet is a home for Corvette and 
Chevrolet is American, and it's value, 
it's ingenuity. I think all of that is 
captured.”

She says Corvette “represents all 
that Chevrolet means, and part of that 
is, I think, that it is obtainable. So I 
think we will work really hard to make 
sure that we always live true to the 
Chevrolet brand, which is American, 
it's value, it's ingenuity.”

And, speaking of value, Barra 
wouldn't say yes or no when asked by 
MotorTrend if the base price of the 
2021 Corvette would increase, amid 
recent reports that the company is 
losing bundles of money at the 
current $59,995 starting point for the 
2020 model.

“It'll depend on how people content 
it,” she said.

We assume that means GM is hoping 
the low entry price will draw in 
customers, who will then proceed to 
check off enough option boxes for the 
company to make a profit. For 
example, the Z51 3LT model tested 
by MotorTrend listed for $88,305.

Barra said GM never considered 
keeping a front-engine Corvette as 
an entry-level model, alongside a 
more expensive mid-engine model.

“I think as we looked at it, we stepped 
back, and I think Tadge (Juechter, 
Corvette chief engineer) probably 
said it best when he said we had 
really taken the C7, that architecture 
style, as far as we could go without 
going to mid-engine. So it was 
time….”

Barra says it's also time to begin 
seeing C8s on dealer lots, with the 
production of the car delayed a 
couple of months because of the 
UAW strike. Longtime salesman Mike 
Furman said in an email to customers 
this week that he guesses the first 
deliveries could be made beginning 
at the end of February.

In sum, Barra believes in the future of 
the Corvette, saying that it “pulls 
together and represents what the 
product development and marketing 
t e a m s  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f ,  t r u l y 
understanding the customer and 
creating a leading vehicle that's still 
affordable. I can't wait until they're in 
customer hands.”

GM CEO Mary Barra Talks C8 Corvette Pricing and
Spinning Off Corvette as a Brand
corvetteblogger.com – Keith Cornett – 12/5/19

It's always nice when you get a 
positive review from Consumer 
Reports and that's exactly what it 
appears they gave the 2020 Corvette 
Stingray after they had a chance to 
drive it on their test track.

Corvette's history with the magazine 
is sort of a mixed bag. It always 
seems like they either love the 
Corvette or hate it, without much 
middle ground. Yet a search through 
our archives on Consumer Reports 
show they have been more friendly to 
the sports car throughout the C7 
generation and now it looks like that 
trend may be continuing with the 
arrival of the C8 Corvette.

H e r e  i s  w h a t  t h e y  s a y :
This ground-up redesign takes the 
Corvette to new performance heights 
and gives it an air of sophistication. 
Handling is transformed with an 
instantaneous turn-in response, 
prodigious cornering grip, and an 
exhilarating sound. But it may be a 
less practical sports car than it used 
to be, with less readily accessible 
storage and with restricted visibility.

I t  d o e s n ' t  t a k e  m o r e  t h a n 
approaching the first corner to realize 
that this Corvette was cut from a 
different cloth from its predecessors. 
Gone is the feeling of a nose-heavy 
car — instead, the C8 turns into 
corners in an immediate way that only 
midengined cars do. No longer is 
there the looming threat that the rear 
end is about to snap loose. Rather, 
the C8 grips tenaciously and instills a 
lot of confidence.

On the road, the C8 is extremely 
agile, hiding its wide stance quite well 
as it carves its way through corners. 
The steering is well-judged, with the 
right effort and decent feedback.

Even the ride is cultured enough and, 
unlike most sports cars, doesn't beat 
the occupants up.

We are sure there must be a caveat 
or two in the review, because as one 
MECF member s tates,  “…CR 
reviews of performance cars are 
about as helpful  as sol ic i t ing 
grandma's opinion on the topic”. Still, 
this is high praise from the magazine 
and we hope to get our hands on the 
entire review at some point.

Consumer Reports is
Impressed with the C8
corvetteblogger.com - Keith Cornett -  12/16/19


