
Hello to you 
smart people 
living in Florida 
AND driv ing 
Corvettes.  We 
just returned 
from a trip to 
Indiana where 
the weather 
was cold.  Snow and ice were on the 
sidewalks and roadways.  It got down 
to 17 degrees and all the pretty 
leaves fell off the trees leaving bare 
limbs.  This is just October and they 
will have this weather off and on 
through March.  I am sure our 
Corvettes appreciate the weather in 
Florida as much as we do!

On our trip we had the misfortune of 
hitting and killing a deer.  We were 
blessed to not be hurt and only have 
cosmetic damage to the minivan we 
travel in.  We were happy to return 
home safely.

We had a full house at the October 
General Membership Meeting.  I 
made the announcement that the 
nominations were closed.  We will 
have the final vote on the officers at 
the November meeting.  Discussions 
about the Christmas party on 12/7/19 
were held.  It will be a festive fun 
evening.

Our mystery dinner cruise was 
hosted by Frank and Connie Baudo.  
They chose one of my favorite 
restaurants, Vincents Pizza.  The 
food is always fresh and good there.  
The servers are gracious and 
friendly.  The group had a fun time 
together and some took home pies as 
the door prizes.  Thanks Frank and 
Connie for such a wonderful event.

Stay safe this Holloween.  Watch for 
children as we drive this spooky 
night.

SAVE THE WAVE!
SUE

The Prez Says 
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10 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

19 - Saturday - Vettes On The Avenue
Host By Spave Coast Corvettes

Old Downtown Melbourne

29 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Frank & Connie

12 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting

16 - Saturday - Annual Toys For Tots Party
Hosted by Brad & Judy

14 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

7 - Saturday - Annual Christmas Party

COMING IN OCTOBER

COMING IN NOVEMBER

COMING IN DECEMBER

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays for October
 Lisa Krance October 3

 Loretta Vogt October 18

 Tom Quina October 26

 Barbara Randolph October 27

Birthdays for October
 Fred Foley November 17

 Robert Mathias November 18

 Connie Baudo November 19

 Susan Seo November 21

 Cathy Blaschke November 23

 Judy Mathias November 25

 Shirley Beringer November 26

 Dean Warcup November 27

 Frank Baudo November 28

Birthdays for November
 Shari Chila December 9

 Leslie Briganti December 10

 Kelly Flipse December 14

 Jo Cho December 14

 Jean Jacobs December 16

 Louie Seo December 19

 Linda Knowles December 27

 Dave Foster December 30

A GM test driver crashed a C8 
Corvette. that looked like it had just 
finished an crash test.  This Corvette 
took a wide turn and struck the rear 
wheel of a SUV headed in the 
opposite direction

There's no need to pine for the 
Elkhart Lake Blue Corvette itself; as a 
pre-production model, it was likely 
destined for the crusher anyway. 

2020 C8 has its first
public crash test
Three-car incident didn't happen
at low speed, either
Jonathon Ramsey - autoblog.com – 8/12/19



Frank and Connie were our hosts for 
the October Mystery Dinner 
Cruise.  They picked one of my 
f a v o r i t e s ,  Vi n c e n t ' s  I t a l i a n 
Restaurant.  The restaurant has a 
nice private dining area for groups.

  After we had placed our food and 
drink orders they gave out prizes for 
their drawing for the evening and 
giving out of the cutest small desert 
pies to the winners.  It was a really 
great idea; we certainly enjoyed our 
blueberry pie.  This was Frank and 
Connie's second hosting of the year.  
Thanks for a nice evening with good 
food and a fun evening. 

Vincent's even printed a special 
menu for the evening.

Save the wave,
Hollyann
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October Mystery Cruise
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Official ly, the midengine 2020 
Chevro le t  Corvet te 's  6 .2- l i ter 
naturally aspirated V8 produces 495 
hp and 470 lb-ft of torque at 6,450 rpm 
and 5,150 rpm, respectively. But a 
series of dyno pulls Motor Trend 
performed on a test car suggest that it 
could produce more -- much more.

The publication managed to strap one 
of the Corvettes to a dynamometer 
and was surprised to record 558 hp 
and 515 lb-ft of torque at the wheels; 
assuming a 15 percent drivetrain 
loss, that works out to an estimated 
output of 656 hp and 606 lb-ft. (And 

even assuming an impossible zero 
percent drivetrain loss, the V8 was 
still putting out way more than the 
official numbers.)

-  C h e v r o l e t  i s  d r a m a t i c a l l y 
underrating its engines

- This particular press car has been 
tuned to put out much more than your 
average stock 2020 Corvette will 
produce

- Differences between test ing 
methodologies used by Motor Trend 
and Chevrolet, and/or conditions on 
the day of testing, account for the 
difference

- The dyno Motor Trend used is way 
out of whack

Underrating engines is not an 
unheard-of  pract ice,  but  that 
shouldn't be the case here: The new 
Corvette engine's output has been 
independently certified by the Society 
of Automotive Engineers (SAE). So 
the horsepower and torque for the 

model should be more or less known 
quantities.

Differences in testing methodologies 
could account for the gap between 
stated and apparent output. Of the 
SAE's approach, Motor Trend writes:

“Their testing does not involve a 
simple pull from idle to redline, either. 
Rather, rpm are slowly ramped up 
and allowed to stabilize before 
accelerating further. This process 
results in significantly more heat 
generation than any single pull from 
our six dyno runs. For that reason, the 
engineers say, it's not uncommon for 
single chassis dyno pulls to register 
higher output (and it is extremely 
unlikely any car will ever generate 
less than rated output)." 

So that could explain some of the 
discrepancies, but we're not talking 
about a few percentage points 
difference here. Could the problem 
be in the dyno? That's certainly 
possible -- dynamometers are great 
for showing relative increases in 
power (e.g., boosted output after an 
engine has been tuned or otherwise 
m o d i f i e d )  b u t  s h o u l d n ' t  b e 
automatically trusted to provide 
accurate baseline figures.

But Motor Trend says it's taken that 
into account:

“The dyno we used complies with the 
SAE J1349 procedures, and we've 
used it multiple times in the past. To 
prove there wasn't a problem with the 
dyno, we ran a 2020 Ram 2500 
Limited powered by the 6.7-liter 
turbodiesel Cummins engine, which 
produces 850 lb-ft of torque but is not 
SAE-certified. The dyno read 760 lb-
ft at the wheels, which means there's 
about 890 lb-ft at the crank, much 
closer to the numbers Ram claims.”

Head to the Motor Trend article to see 
all the numbers, check out the dyno 
test reports and read more about the 
test methodology. There's some 
speculation about what may be 
behind the higher output, including 
the possibility that the publication's 
test car was punched up by Chevy. 

2020 Corvette C8's horsepower, torque figures
may be seriously underrated
Motor Trend tester 'Vette produced huge numbers on a dyno
but the publication isn't quite sure why
Graham Kozak - autoweek.com – 10/23/19The all-new 2020 Corvette C8 just 

made a cameo appearance at one of 

the most famous driving roads in the 

U.S., with no less than four examples 

of the new mid-engine sports car 

showing up at the Tail of the Dragon in 

North Carolina.

For those who may be unaware, the 

Tail of Dragon is the nickname given 

to a stretch of US 129 that connects 

North Carolina and Tennessee. Also 

known as Deals Gap, the pass runs 

t h r o u g h  t h e  G r e a t  S m o k e y 

Mountains and boasts more than 300 

corners in just 11 miles, all without 

any driveways or intersecting roads 

along the way, making it an ideal 

location for enthusiasts to have a little 

fun.

It's the perfect location to drive the 

new 2020 Corvette, so it's no surprise 

to find this quartet of mid-engined 

machines slinging their way through 

the winding two-lane.

The crew was posted to social media 

with pictures of the cars parked on the 

side of the road at the top of the 

mountain and at a nearby parking lot, 

giving us a nice lineup of Chevrolet 

Corvette goodness. There's also a 

video of the four 2020 Corvettes 

rolling out, which makes for a nice 

sound as they get the hammer down.

2020 Corvette Stingrays
Run the Tail of the Dragon
corvetteblogger.com - Keith Cornett – 10/28/19
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Chevrolet's Corvette Racing program 
manager, Doug Fehan, was one of a 
dozen people sitting atop Corvette's 
massive p i t  box at  the IMSA 
W e a t h e r T e c h  S p o r t s C a r 
Championship finale for pretty much 
all 10 hours of the Petit Le Mans race 
at Road Atlanta, overseeing strategy 
for the team's No. 3 and No. 4 C7.Rs.

Fehan's prime perch was the leftmost 
seat at the bottom of the two rows on 
the pit box. He listened to the team 
radios and scanned the data and TV 
coverage on monitors and laptops, 
deciding what to tell the drivers, 
engineers, strategists, pit crew 
members and various functionaries 
(whose duties were unclear but 
important enough to entitle them to 
wear radio headsets) what to do next.

Fehan runs the show and has since 
1998, when the first two Corvette 
Racing C5.Rs rolled out of the trailer 
and onto the front straight of Road 
Atlanta for a private, closed-to-the-
media-except-for-us test. Then as 
now, Fehan was gruff, quick-witted, 
judgmental, funny, in charge.

Few people in any capacity in 
motorsports have managed to hold 
down the same job for more than two 
decades, but he has done it by 
succeeding. He helped take Corvette 
Racing to the top and has kept it 
there, or very close, while navigating 
through the various migratory 
General Motors executives who 
essentially controlled his fate, 
determined to leave their fingerprints 
on his program. 

His career longevity—“Some might 
call it stagnation,” Fehan said—is due 
to his adaptability. Put Fehan in front 
of a camera and microphone, for 

instance, and no one is a smoother, 
more loyal spokesman for his brand. 
R e m o v e  t h e  c a m e r a s  a n d 
microphones and Fehan is, as he has 
always been, his own man.

Which is why, although Fehan is 
literally surrounded on the Corvette 
pit box by people wearing Corvette-
logoed shirts and uniforms—or at the 
very least the official motorsports 
executive livery pioneered by Roger 
Penske of starched white shirts and 
black slacks—Fehan is wearing 
beige shorts, a pale Tommy Bahama-
type short-sleeve shirt and luminous 
chartreuse running shoes. 

The tanned, dimpled Fehan is in 
remarkable shape for a 71-year-old. 
Fehan would not go quietly. Fehan 
has never gone quietly. And he isn't 
ready now.

“I'm doing this because I love it,” he 
said. “Don't get me wrong—the 
travel, the workload, it's significant. 
But as long as I'm capable of doing it, I 
don't plan to leave. It's a bad drug, 
this racing thing.”

Fehan's father took him to the races 
at a dirt track in Buffalo, New York, 
where, at age 3, he promptly selected 
a favorite driver (Larry Marks, 
burgundy No. 11). After Fehan's 
family moved to Detroit, he began 
racing himself, and his amateur 
efforts rewarded him with a job as the 
head of racing for Mac Tools.

That led to a relationship with Ford, 
racing the new four-cylinder Mustang 
SVO. Soon he was hired by Herb 
Fishel, General Motors racing 
director, to take over Chevy's Trans 
Am program for the Beretta, then 
Oldsmobile's IMSA racing effort. In 
1996, Fishel took Fehan to the design 
center and showed him the C5 and 

told him to come up with a racing 
program for it. That's where his 
career, as he suggested, stagnated.

Corvette Racing, Fehan said, was a 
success from the day it debuted at the 
Rolex 24 at Daytona in 1999 with a 
podium finish in the GT2 class. “It 
works for us in two areas. First, it sells 
cars for Chevrolet and contributes to 
an enormous fan base. Second, 
there 's a genuine technology 
transfer. The Corvettes we sell are 
direct descendants of what we race.”

Corvette Racing began with the C5, 
moved to the C6-based car in 2005, 
and when the C7 was ready to debut 
in 2014, Fehan said he was toying 
with the idea of retiring then. “But that 
came and went, and here we are. And 
I can't leave now. I've got to see this 
thing through.”

Under Fehan, Corvette Racing has 
99 wins in IMSA competition, plus 
eight class victories at the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans. Corvette Racing drivers 
Tommy Milner and Oliver Gavin, won 
the IMSA GT Le Mans title in 2016, 
then the car with Jan Magnussen and 
Antonio Garcia won it in 2017 and 
2018. 

Fehan said the success of Corvette 
Racing is the property of the drivers, 
engineers, engine builders and crew 
of the Nos. 3 and 4 cars. “Everybody 
says they have the best people,” 
Fehan said. “But I look up and down 
the paddock at every race, and I don't 
see anybody I'd rather have than who 
I've got. I'm lucky to be the face of 
Corvette Racing, but I've had so 
many great people behind me.”

Program manager Doug Fehan showing no signs of slowing down for Corvette Racing
He has been running the show for Corvette Racing since 1998
Steven Cole Smith - autoweek.com – 10/23/19

Hollyann talking to Doug before Sebring Race.


