
I hope everyone 
enjoyed a Happy 
Holiday Season! 
I would like to 
g i v e  s p e c i a l  
t h a n k s  t o  
S t a n l e y  f o r  
m a k i n g  t h e  
arrangements 
for our Christmas Party at Captain 
Hiram's. Everyone enjoyed a nice 
evening of food and music and of 
course good friends. 

This will be my final newsletter as 
President of our Club. It has been an 
enjoyable two years for me and for 
my wife, Judy. Starting in January 
2017, we will return to our regular 
monthly meetings at CJ Cannons, in 
the Vero Beach Airport. At this 
meeting Susan and Beth will be 
taking over as President and Vice 
President of our Club. I wish them 
good luck and lots of fun in their new 
positions. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone 
at the first meeting of the New Year at 
CJ Cannons restaurant at the Vero 
Beach Airport. 

Save the WAVE
Brad

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for January

Sal Ruggiero January 3
Karen Ruggiero January 5

Ro Bryant January 14
Ron Shelby January 14

William (Bill) Fenton January 15
Stan Smykowski January 18

Birthdays for February
James Kelly February 10

Brad Grandage February 13
Andi Smykowski February 19

Dave Myers February 22
Hollyann Quina February 24
Wayne Sandlin February 28

Birthdays for March
Marino Silva March 3

Walter Beringer March 7
Curt Randolph March 7

Terry Smith March 15
Dan Bryant March 25

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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2 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

START THE YEAR OUT WITH A GREAT SHOUTOUT
6 thru 15 Mecum Auto Auction

Kissimmee, FL

12 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

15 - Sunday - Theatre Play & Dinner
THE PLAY IS A COMEDY:

"CASH ON DELIVERY"
Vero Beach Theatre Guild

Applebee's for Dinner

26 - 29 - Thur - Sun - Rolex 24 at Daytona
Start of the Corvette Racing Season

31 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Greg & Beth 

9 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Dave & Jean 

COMING IN JANUARY

COMING IN FEBRUARY

We sadly, 
with broken 
h e a r t s ,   
w e ’ r e  
i n f o r m e d  
t h a t  J i m  
p a s s e d  
a w a y  o n  
S u n d a y ,  
December 18, 2016 at 10:40 pm.  He 
fought the fight, especially the last six 
months.

Jim and Deryle have been very active 
members of our club for the last 

seven years,  From when they joined 
with their silver C5, thru their 
adventure with Jim's beloved “789” 
custom Corvette, which was not only 
a show stopper but a traffic stopper.

Always eager to travel anywhere or 
anytime for a Mystery Dinner Cruise.  
His true car racing attraction was for 
midgets and sprint car racing and 
would travel to any race he could fine.

In his passing, he gave the gift of sight 
to 2 people through organ donation.

So long Jim, you will be truly missed 
by the members of our club.

Jim “Jimbo” Hunt
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It may have been a Christmas but it 
was not cold and for those members 
that are snow birds it may have been 
too warm.  No problem it is Florida, no 
sweaters or jackets were necessary.

We missed Stan and Andi, she fell 
and broke several bones and is on 
the recovering list.  Joe and Diane 
were baby sitting grand kids.  Brad 
had a version of the flu.  We had a few 
couples we expected that did not 
make it, I hope everyone is on the 
mend, we missed you guys.

The Christmas party has been held at 
Captain Hiram's Restaurant for the 
last five years.  They decorated the 
room for the holiday party and 
provided a great buffet.  Stan always 
finds us a group or disc jockey for the 
party.  The music was very good, lots 
of dancing.  If you have not come 
before why not plan to attend this 
year.

Check out the pictures of all the fun.  
We had the trade it in gift exchange.  
If you do not remember, you bring 
back the gift that you received last 
year to exchange.  Everyone had a 
great evening.  I hope your Christmas 
was merry and you had a Happy New 
Year.

Wave the Wave,
Hollyann

MERRY CHRISTMAS
PARTY

Continued on Page 3Continued on Page 3
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It looks like that LT5 rumor for the 
2018 Corvette ZR1 was correct!  But 
the news gets even better.  The new 
V8 will be the first dual overhead cam 
engine to power a Corvette since the 
C4 generation's Corvette ZR-1 ended 
after the 1995 model year. 

The LT5 confirmation was made after 
a redditor discovered the engine 
code tucked away in GM service 
department manual that lists the 
engines for its 2018 model year 
vehicles. 

The document was posted on GM's 
internal service and parts website.  
One of the pages includes codes and 
applications for “Passenger Car 
Engines for GMNA”.  After the listings 
for the LT4 and LT1, there is an LT5 as 
the engine code, while the “Y” 
designates it as for the Corvette. 

In fact, if you go back and look at the 
Car and Driver report from Don 
Sherman back in May 2016, he 
suggested a four-cam, 32 valve V8 
engine was destined for the 
performance version of the C8 while 
the base C8 will start off with the LT1 
engine. 

But with the LT5 name, it's almost 
certain that i t  wil l  make its 
appearance first in that big wing 2018 
ZR1 that is now taking shape as the 
ultimate track Corvette. 

It's been rumored that GM is targeting 
750 horsepower for the car and that 
the fact that it will come as a naturally 
aspirated instead of forced induction 
will make a lot of the track guys very 
happy. 

The only two questions we have is 
when and how much! 

Suggested LT5 DOHC V8
Engine for the Zr1
Keith Cornett  12/24/16  Corvetteblogger.com Keith Cornett  12/21/16  Corvetteblogger.com Keith Cornett  12/21/16  Corvetteblogger.com

Earlier this week, a report from 
Automotive News named the Bowling 
Green Assembly Plant as one of the 
targets for a temporary shut down in 
January due to larger inventories.  
However, the plant's spokesperson 
Lauren Langille gives a different 
reason for the plant's closure.

“We had the regular shutdown for the 
holidays and there needed to be 
construction done on the paint shop,” 
Langille told the Bowing Green Daily 
News.  “There are also maintenance 
needs” she added.

Employees at the plant have also 
been expecting the shut down.

“We've known about it for some time,” 
said Langille.  “The communication 
between everyone in the plant is 
getting a lot better as we work 
together to build the best sports car in 
the world.”

The time frame for the shut down was 
confirmed to be January 1st through 
January 6th according to UAW Local 
2164 President Monica Williams.

Construction on the $439 million 

paint shop addition is expected to be 
completed in April 2017 and Plant 
Manager Kai Spande has said that it 
will be in the fall of 2017 when the first 
cars will be painted in the new shop.

Despite GM saying that the shut 
down is due to construction and 
maintenance, you can be sure they 
will be happy for production to take 
couple of weeks off for the holidays 
as Corvette sales have indeed 
slowed.

In last month's report, November 
2016 sales fell to 1,941 and year-to-
date sales are down 11% over 2015 
numbers. Meanwhile, GM is offering 
massive discounts on remaining 
2016 models as well as incentives for 
all three 2017 models.

Shut Down of the
Assembly Plant 

Here's a tidbit we caught in the news 
that could be related to future 
Corvette products including the C8.

GM is investing $296 million in the 
Tonawanda Powertrain's facility in 
upstate New York for a new engine 
line that is expected to come online at 
the end of 2018.

Plant Manager Steve Finch told The 
Buffalo News the engine line would 
be the new version of the 'Generation 
V' engine family.  That family includes 
the LT1 460 hp V8 engine found in 
Corvette Stingrays and Grand 
Sports” Finch said.

The Tonawanda investment is one of 
three projects announced by General 
Motors on December 14th that total 
$333.66 mill ion.  Tonawanda 
receives $295.9 million and that 
investment will create 67 new jobs 
while retaining 857.  The other two 
plants, Lockport and Rochester will 
receive $31.86 and $5.9 million for 
component production.

 “Let's be honest, GM is going to 
spend that much money, they could 
pick up this plant, they could go 
anywhere,” Cuomo said.  “And 
they're betting on Buffalo, and they're 
betting on Western New York, and 
they're making that investment here, 
because they believe in Buffalo's 
future.  They believe in the 
partnership they have with the state 
of New York.”  On hand at the 
To n a w a n d a  P l a n t  f o r  t h e  
announcement was New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, who is 
also the owner of a 1975 Corvette.

GM now uses the Gen 5 V8 across 
the board in so many vehicles so any 
news on “future versions” of this 
engine is important to watch as it 
could have ramifications for the 
Corvette.

GM Investing $296 Million
for Future V8 Engine Line


