
I hope everyone is 
enjoying the start of 
the Summer months. 
We got off to a soggy 
start and as you 
know the picnic was 
cancelled due to 
record setting rainfall! The May 
meeting was very well attended. We 
had four new potential members 
attend. This was the last club 
meeting until September.

I want to thank Dan and RO for the 
nice “Mystery Cruise” to the New 
England Eatery. We had great food 
and the service was excellent.

Save the WAVE
Brad

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for June

Diane Bernardo June 17
Judy Grandage June 17
Beth Butcher June 22

Birthdays for July
Lisa Grandage July 9

Jim Hunt July 30
Eva Sandlin July 31

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for June

Birthdays for July

Diane Bernardo June 17
Judy Grandage June 17
Beth Butcher June 22

Lisa Grandage July 9
Jim Hunt July 30

Eva Sandlin July 31

If you never got around to buying a 
new C6 Corvette ZR1 during its run 
from 2009-13, then you've got 
another chance…sort of.

News Corp Australia is reporting that 
General Motors has given the green 
light to use the left-over ZR1 engines 
in the final Commodore models to be 
built next year before the Adelaide 
production line shuts down in 
Australia.

But if you thought the ZR1 was 
expensive at $125,000 when it rolled 
out of the dealership showrooms in 
America, then you'd better hold onto 
your hat because the Commodore 
will reportedly have a whopping 
$165,000 sticker.

But it will be a historic vehicle for sure, 
becoming the last V8 sedan made 
locally AND the most powerful vehicle 

ever manufactured in Australia over 
the past 100-plus years!

Holden won't confirm the story, but 
News Corp Australia claims it has the 
exclusive inside scoop that the ZR1 
engine will indeed power the highly 
anticipated car in the Land Down 
Under.

Less than 250 of the cars will be 
produced because of the limited 
number of ZR1 engines available.

This would become the second time 
in recent history that a Corvette 
engine has been used in a Holden 
vehicle, the first coming in 2008 with 
the 7.0-liter Z06 powerplant.  That car 
was made by Holden Special 
Vehicles, a separate Melbourne-
based company that has produced 
Holden's performance models for 29 
years, and News Corp says the 
encore version is expected to be built 
there, too.

Holden believes the new supercar 
will be a hit with the buying public 
thanks to the end of production 
looming, not to mention the fact that 
waiting in the wings is an imported 
Commodore due in 2018 with just a 
four-cylinder engine  quite a far cry 
from the V8 powerhouse swiped out 
of the Zr1.

Holden's Finale for Commodore Features LS9 V8 and Will Cost $165K
By Mitch Talley  5/26/15 - corvetteblogger.com
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9 - Thursday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

The regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Brad & Judy

COMING IN JUNE

SUMMER SCHEDULE June starts the time of the year when 
vacations, the heat, or visits from the Grandkids, causes our attendance to 
fall off.  Because of this we are suspending the General Membership 
Meetings for June, July and August.

The Mystery Dinner Cruises will continue on the last Tuesday of every 
month.

Don't forget the SHOUT OUTS. If you have some place to go or something 
to do and would like to invite the rest of the club, just sent a SHOUT OUT via 
the Yahoo eGroup.  Include you name and phone number so members can 
let you know they are going to attend.



Dan and Ro were the cruise directors 
for the May dinner cruise.  We 
traveled north on A 1 A and enjoyed 
the sunshine and glimpses of the 
beach.  We were on our way to 
Melbourne to dine at the New 
England Eatery and Pub.  The 
restaurant opened in 1986 and the 
food has always been really great.  
We have eaten there numerous times 
and have always been pleased with 
their seafood.  My favorite meal has 
always been the fried shrimp dinner 
and it was delicious.  

Check out pictures and see how 
much fun we had.

A great time was had by all.  Thank 
you to Dan and Ro for a good 
restaurant choice and a fun filled 
evening.

Save the Wave,

Hollyann
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APRIL MYSTERY CRUISE



However, the hard truth is that with 
gas mileage standards looming, the 
Corvette will not be immune to the 
idea of a smaller displacement motor. 
We think the Corvette as a brand (i.e. 
a multiple model lineup, similar to 
how Porsche nurtures the 911) would 
be a great way to keep our beloved 
front-engine, RWD, V8 powered 
model alive while also making way for 
a supercar, and every possible 
technological advancement thrown 
in.

Over the years a “secret mid-engine 
Corvette” has been the Holy Grail for 
2-seater Chevy fans.  We would err 
towards a V8 and all the glorious 
tradition that would entail, but have 
faith that Tadge Juechter and the 
mega-talented Corvette engineering 
team will do the right thing.  After all, 
they certainly hit a home run with the 
C7.

Meanwhile, this mythical, mid-engine 
ZR1 will remain little more than a 
myth until we have hard evidence.  
Said evidence should come to us by 
the end of this year, as it's predicted to 
be shown at the Los Angeles Auto 
Show in mid-November.

But what do you think? Will GM really 
let loose a mid-engine ZR1 in the next 
couple of years?  If so, how would 
you feel about a twin-turbo V6.
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In case you haven't been paying 
attention, there's a lot of speculation 
regarding the future of the Corvette  
especially given the huge investment 
and expansion of Corvette Final 
Assembly in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky.  There's been a great deal 
of crystal-ball-gazing, “leaks” 
bouncing around the internet and a 
dizzying back-and-forth between the 
media, forum members and GM 
representatives.  Just keeping up 
with all the commotion has been a 
challenge, so we put together a 
comprehensive recap to help 
everybody get on the same page.

Over the last few months, things have 
been relatively quiet regarding the 
mid-engine Corvette, but we've 
recently been hit with another 
revelation  and this one that ought to 
really stir the pot.

Over on the Corvette Forum, member 
“OhMyC7? started a thread to get the 
word out on what they believe is 
further verification of a mid-engine 
Corvette.  According to OhMyC7, the 
owner of a local Chevrolet dealership 
confirmed a mid-engine ZR1 model 
will be introduced as a range topper 
to the C7 line in the 2017 or 2018 
model year.  It was also murmured 
that it will have a list price of around 
$180,000 and mimic the Ford GT by 
running a twin-turbo V6.

Yes, you read that right  a ZR1 with a 
V6.  The scuttlebutt is that the dealer 
was at the 2016 NADA (National 
Automobile Dealers Association) 
Convention in Las Vegas about a 
month ago and claims the information 

was mentioned there.  Whether or 
not there's any truth to this rumor is 
unclear, but it's sure got tongues 
wagging.

After all, we have a lot of reason to 
believe that the General has some 
sort of radical halo-car in the oven.  
Despite Tadge Juechter's denial 
(which, let's face it, should be taken 
with a grain of salt  he has a history of 
denying all of the General's big 
secrets), Cadillac CEO Johan de 
Nysschen made comments on the 
viability of a mid-engine performance 
model from GM, even hinting at the 
possibility that there's one in the 
works.  Add that to a Holden-faced, 
test-mule sighting that rocked 
everyone's worlds last year, and you 
end up with a pretty compelling case 
for the introduction of this mythical, 
mid-engine machine.

However, the idea of a V6 (twin-turbo 
or not) powering a Corvette made our 
hearts sink.  Deviation from the 
Corvette's tried-and-true, eight-
cylinder power plant after 63 years of 
consistency  and in the name of the 
ZR1, at that  is, in our opinion, a bit 
deflating.  But, for those of us who 
prefer a V8 mill in our Corvettes, the 
good news is that the C7 has been 
such a smash hit that any proposal to 
fiddle with the current, decades-old 
formula will not be taken lightly.

Corvette Crystal Ball  Mid-Engine, Twin-Turbo V6 ZR1 Coming?
By Joshua Phillip  CorvetteOnLine.com  5/13/16
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Hennessey Performance put its 
logically named HPE1000 Chevrolet 
Corvette on a chassis dyno to show 
how much power the modified LT4 V8 
actually puts to the pavement. The 
result?  Is an impressive peak 849 hp 
with torque a similarly stout 711 lb-ft.

The Texas-based performance tuner 
known for building insanely powerful 
machines out of already-capable 
sports cars set its sights on cranking 
1,000 hp out of the seventh-
generation 'Vette.  The standard 
issue Chevy already rocks a healthy 
650 hp at the crank of the 
supercharged LT4 6.2-liter V8. 
Hennessey took the stock engine, 
stroked it to 6.8-liters, stuffed it full of 

the appropriate internals and stripped 
it of the factory Roots blower  
replacing it with a sheet metal intake.

Fans of forced induction don't worry -- 
Hennessey now pumps air into the 
HPE1000's heart with a big 
centrifugal supercharger.  The intake 
and blower appear to be sourced 
from ProCharger, but we're waiting to 
hear back from Hennessey with the 
particulars.

650 hp not enough?
Hennessey has the answer
the HPE1000 pulls 849 hp.
AutoWeek.com Wesley Wren - 5/25/16

Last weekend, my family and I 
stumbled onto the 1980s classic 
movie, Christine, about the old car 
that seemingly has a mind of its own 
and disposes of people who say bad 
things about it.  That even included 
locking the doors on its own and 
refusing to unlock them to let her 
victims out.

That's the first thing that popped into 
our mind this week when we heard 
that General Motors is facing a 
lawsuit from the children of the 72-
year-old man who became locked in 
his C6 Corvette last year and 
succumbed to the heat when he 
couldn't figure out how to open the 
electronic doors.

Unfortunately, the rookie Corvette 
owner apparently didn't read the 
owner's manual where it tells about 
the emergency handle right next to 
the driver's seat that instantly pops 
open the door.

Problem solved.

We're certainly sorry about the death 
of James Lee Rogers, but we're not 
sure the locking mechanism is 
defective the way  Troy Rogers and 
Tricia Hernandez claim in their 
lawsuit that was filed April 25.

Hundreds of thousands of C6 

Corvettes were manufactured, and 
we haven't heard of another instance 
where the door locks caused 
someone's death.

Regardless, the suit was filed in the 
Jefferson County District Court 
against General Motors LLC, et al, 
citing negligence.  The plaintiffs claim 
that GM allegedly manufactured and 
distr ibuted vehicles with the 
purportedly defect ive locking 
mechanism and failed to warn the 
public of its dangers.

If the gentleman had taken the time to 
read the owner's manual, he would 
have known about the emergency 
handle.  What else could GM have 
done?

The plaintiffs request a trial by jury 
and seek exemplary damages, 
interest, all legal fees and any other 
relief as this court deems just.  They 
are represented by B. Adam Terrell 
and Lindsey B. Whisenhant of Weller, 
Green, Toups & Terrell LLP in 
Beaumont, Texas.

In a previous article for Corvette 
Blogger right after the death of Mr. 
Rogers, we wrote the following and 
repeat it today, hoping the message 
will save someone else in a similar 
situation:

We would urge all C6 and C7 
Corvet te owners to become 
acquainted with this handle NOW.  It 
could save their lives one day.  I had 
to use it one day in my 2005 
convertible when I locked the door 
without having my keys in my pocket, 
but fortunately I was in the basement 
of my house out of the heat and had 
time to read the owner's manual and 
find the emergency handle.

Lawsuit Filed Against GM by Family of Man
Who Died Inside his Corvette
corvetteblogger.com - By Mitch Talley - 5/20/16

Corvette Racing's next event is the 24 
Hours of Le Mans in Le Mans, France, on 
June 18 -19, 2012.

It will be televised live on Fox Sports 1 & 2 
starting at 8:30 am on Saturday. 

Factory Corvettes are cars # 63 & 64, plus 
Johnny O'Connell will be in the #57  Team 
AAI Corvette C7-R 

CORVETTE RACING NEXT EVENT


