
Well between 
the heat and 
t h e  r a i n  
everyday there 
is no denying 
“summer" is 
officially here! I 
guess those of 
u s  w i t h  
convertibles won't be putting our 
tops down anytime soon.

June was an exciting month for 
our club. Starting on June 6th with 
a trip to Sanford, FL. for a cruise 
on the St. Johns River aboard the 
“Barbara-Lee”. We didn't let rain 
dampen our spirits and enjoyed a 
beautiful scenic cruise, good food, 
dancing and as usual, the 
company of the friendliest 
Corvette Club in Florida. A big 
thank you to Diane Bernardo for 
planning and arranging the trip 
from all of us that attended. 

Next was our monthly Mystery 
Dinner Cruise hosted by Louie 
Seo and Susan Mobini who took 
us to another new venue, Italian 
Cousin, in Sebastian. The event 
was very well attended the food 
was great and a fun time was had 
by all.

Be on the lookout for future July 
events and shout outs. 

E n j o y  y o u r  s u m m e r  a n d  
remember the wave,

Rich 
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The Prez Says 

29 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Stan & Andi

26 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Brad & Judy

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Jerry & Lisa

COMING IN JULY

COMING IN AUGUST

COMING IN SEPTEMBER

SUMMER SCHEDULE June starts the time of the year when 
vacations, the heat, or visits from the Grandkids, causes our attendance to 
fall off.  Because of this we are suspending the General Membership 
Meetings for June, July and August.

The Mystery Dinner Cruises will continue on the last Tuesday of every 
month.

Don't forget the SHOUT OUTS. If you have some place to go or something 
to do and would like to invite the rest of the club, just sent a SHOUT OUT via 
the Yahoo eGroup.  Include you name and phone number so members can 
let you know they are going to attend.

We've all been there.  Something 
near and dear to us goes missing.  
For Detroit resident George Talley, it 
was a 1979 Corvette.

Talley parked his 1979 Corvette on 
Jefferson Avenue in 1981, and that 
was the last he saw of it.  Fast forward 
to June 13 of this year.  Tally received 
a call from AAA telling him that his 
beloved car had been recovered in 
Hattiesburg, Miss., of all places.

Sam Thetard - 7/04/2014 - AutoWeek.com

Corvette returned to Detroit man after 33 years

“It was a lucky day to hear that my car 
had been found,” Talley said.  “They 
told me it was running, had 47,000 
miles on it and was ready for me to 
pick up.”

The '79 'Vette was just one of three 
that he owned, but he confides that 
this one was always his favorite.

Talley's good fortune continued when 
he was told that General Motors 
would foot the bill to ship his car home 
to Detroit.  Executive vice president 
Mark Reuss heard Talley's story on 
the news, and felt compelled to help.

“George's story brought a smile to 
face.  As a long time Corvette owner 
myself, I know that passion the car 
inspires,” said Reuss.  “I also knew 
that car belonged home in Detroit, 
with its rightful owner, and we could 
make that happen.”

Reunited (and it feels so good)
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Louie and Sue were the crew chiefs 
for the evening.  They led us from the 
ABC parking lot and up US1 to 
Sebastian.  Their choice for the 
evening was the Italian Cousin.  The 
club had been to the location before, 
it has since changed owners.

The food was great.  The service was 
too.  Their lasagna was really divine.  
Tom said his pasta was freshly made 
as was mine.  Everyone seated 
around us was very pleased we their 
choices.  I am sure that we will go 
there again.

We had a great turnout of members 
for a cruise on a summer month.  It is 
nice to see everyone and enjoy the 
fun.  Thanks to Louie and Sue for a 
fantastic choice.

Check out the pictures. If you haven't 
joined us lately come join our merry 
bunch next month.

Save the Wave,

 Hollyann

JUNE MYSTERY CRUISE
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Eight Vettes, one truck and a SUV 
took off at 3PM for Sanford on June 
7th.  Our 120 mile journey included 
traveling I95 for 74 miles and then 26 
miles on back roads to Sanford.

The Comfort Inn provided van 
transportation to the Brenda Lee 
Paddleboat dock for the 20 of us.  Our 
3 hour cruise included a history of the 
boat by the owner, an appetizer table 
and choice of beef, chicken or fish, 
and entertainment.  We were free to 
move around the paddle boat and 
visited the top deck with the cool 
breeze and moonlight sky.

The vans returned us to the Comfort 
Inn where we enjoyed a full breakfast 
the next morning.       

Our River Cruise
on the St. Johns River
By Diane Bernardo

Photos by Rich "The Prez" 
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The 2014 Chevrolet Corvette 
Stingray Convertible may look like it's 
all about having fun in the sun, but it's 
also an expert at crisis management.

No, not the corporate kind that GM is 
so familiar with these days, and not 
your mid-life crisis, either.  It's the one 
where you're trying to decide whether 
t o  b u y  t h e  
convertible sports 
car you really want 
o r  t h e  c o u p e  
version you know 
is going to be a 
better car.

In the case of the 
new Corvette, it 
w a s  d e s i g n e d  
from the start to be 
t u r n e d  i n t o  a  
convertible and is 
built on a super-
s t i f f  a luminum 
chassis that does 
just fine without a 
roof.  Chevrolet 
says the drop-top 
is only 1 or 2 percent less rigid than 
the Stingray coupe, compared to 40 
percent or more for many vehicles.

Of course, Chevrolet did cheat a little 
to pull off this amazing feat.  The 
Stingray “coupe” is really a targa with 
a removable center roof panel, so it's 
already pretty much an open-top car.  
Nevertheless, both are significantly 
stiffer than the last true hardtop 
'Vettes -- the 2013 Z06 and ZR1 -- but 
one can't help but wonder what a 
couple of roof rails might do.

As it is, the convertible gains just 64 
pounds in the conversion.  With the 
box checked for the optional $1,195 
per formance exhaust ,  which 
increases the power of its 6.2-liter V8 
from 455 hp to 460 hp and gives it the 
voice of an angry Titan, it's good to 
get you to 60 mph in 3.8 seconds and 
down the quarter mile in about 12 
ticks  assuming your local drag strip 
allows convertibles without rollover 
protection, which is one place the 
coupe still holds the upper hand.

More telling is how capable it is on a 

road less straight.  Without a twisting, 
bending chassis it's as sure-footed 
and stable as any Stingray, delivering 
a fine ride along the way.  Previous 
Corvette convertibles were a bit of a 
mess, with quivering body panels and 
shock waves accompanying every 
little bump.  This one is as solid as a 
bauxite rock.

A Z51 performance package and 
magnetically controlled active 
suspension are available, and I'd 
recommend both if you were buying 
the coupe, but seeing as how the 
convertible isn't a track car, you're 
better off saving the money, because 
it doesn't need it and you do.  With a 
starting price of $58,995, the 
convertible costs five grand more than 
the coupe.

You can skip the six-speed automatic, 
too.  It's merely adequate, and an 8-
speed is on the way sometime next 
year.  The standard 7-speed manual 
is a slick-shifting gem with automatic 
rev-matching on downshifts and a 
stratospheric overdrive that keeps the 
motor turning at just 1,200 rpm at 70 
mph, good for a conservative 29 mpg 
rating.  Cracking 30 mpg is no 
problem in the real world.

Speaking of 30, the top can be opened 
at speeds up to 30 mph, or remotely 
via the keyfob when the car is parked, 
neatly tucking under its hard tonneau 
cover.  When it's up, the thick, triple-
layer fabric roof keeps the cabin as 

quiet as a hardtop at the expense of 
rearward visibility, the Stingray 
convertible's main drawback. OK, so 
maybe you can't have it all.

That is, unless you're talking about 
the interior, which gets the exact 
same treatment as the coupe's.  It's 
well-appointed, fitted with a touch-

s c r e e n  
i n f o t a i n m e n t  
system, available 
head-up display, 
and a configurable 
digital instrument 
cluster with three 
layouts, a G-force 
meter  and an 
a u t o m a t i c  
s t o p w a t c h  f o r  
t iming spr ints,  
a m o n g  o t h e r  
functions.

The not too big, 
but not too tiny 10-
cubic-foot trunk 
may prove more 
useful, however, 

easily swallowing a couple of duffle 
bags for your weekend at the beach.  
Convertibles are all about fun in the 
sun, after all.

2014 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray 
Convertible

Base price: $58,995
Type: 2-door convertible
Engine: 6.2L V8
Power: 455 hp, 460 lb-ft torque
Transmission: 7-speed manual
MPG: 17 city/29 hwy

2014 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray Convertible Test Drive
By Gary Gastelu - July 08, 2014 - FoxNews.com

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for July

Lisa Grandage July 9
Barbara Grimaldi July 17

Bill Owens July 24
Jim Hunt July 30

Eva Sandlin July 31

Birthdays for August
Sue Shelby August 3

Ann Peabody August 6
Rich Steinbach August 13

Sigrid Box August 17
Joe Bernardo August 21
Karen Atwell August 23

Susan Steinbach August 26
Greg Butcher August 27

Happy Birthday to everyone!

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for July

Birthdays for August

Lisa Grandage July 9
Barbara Grimaldi July 17

Bill Owens July 24
Jim Hunt July 30

Eva Sandlin July 31

Sue Shelby August 3
Ann Peabody August 6

Rich Steinbach August 13
Sigrid Box August 17

Joe Bernardo August 21
Karen Atwell August 23

Susan Steinbach August 26
Greg Butcher August 27

Happy Birthday to everyone!


