
7 - Sunday - Our Annual Christmas Party
Captain Hiram's Resort Tiffany Room, Sebastian

6 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

8 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

17 - Saturday - 100 Years of Cars
Hosted by the Pine School in Hobe Sound

This is not a Corvette show, but a very unique car Show.

24 - 25 Sat - Sun - Rolex 24 at Daytona
The First race of the Corvette racing season

Corvette Coral with protected parking
Make sure that you get tickets for the CORAL

27 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host ??????????

12 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

24 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host ??????????

COMING IN JANUARY

COMING IN DECEMBER

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for December
Becky Waits December 1
Jack Yolinsky December 2

Bob Waits December 4
Kelly Flipse December 14
Jean Jacobs December 16
Louie Seo December 19

Birthdays for January
Blair Beach January 10
Ro Bryant January 14

Ron Shelby January 14
Bill Fenton January 15

Stan Smykowski January 18

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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Well Turkey 
D a y  h a s  
passed and 
we are now 
l o o k i n g  
forward to a 
busy Holiday 
S e a s o n ,  
Christmas, 
H a n u k k a h  
and  New Years  a re  fas t  
approaching.

Our big event for November was 
the annual “Toy's for Tot's” drive 
and party which again was hosted 
by Judy and Brad Grandage. We 
thank Judy and Brad for opening 
up their beautiful home to our club 
for this fun and worthwhile event.  
Also a big THANK YOU to 
Hollyann Quina for preparing the 
delicious lasagna and meatballs. 

We donated a room full of toys 
enjoyed a great meal and the 
fellowship of the friendliest 
Corvette Club in Florida.

Hope to see you all at the 
Chr is tmas Party,  t i l l  then 
R e m e m b e r  t h e  W a v e .

Rich 
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The Prez Says 

Officers for 2015, Were Confirmed At Nov. Meeting
The Nomination Committee submitted four members that have volunteered 
as candidates to fill the elected offices for 2015.

They are

Since they are all un-opposed they were confirmed at the November 
meeting by a hand vote.  Installation will be at the annual Club Christmas 
Party on Sunday.

At the Board meeting in January, 2015 the elected board will appoint the 
balance of the board which consist of Webmaster, Newsletter editor, 
Historian and Activities Director(s).

Anyone interested in applying for one of the appointed offices please 
contact Brad.  Rich automatically stays as the Officer At Large.

Brad Grandage

President

Diane Bernardo

Treasurer Secretary

Lisa Grandage

Vice President

Bryant Blaschke

COMING IN FEBRUARY
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Thanks to all that came to the Toys for 
Tots party.  We had teddy bears, doll 
babies and a whole lot more. They 
will certainly make a lot kids happy on 
Christmas morning.  We had several 
remote control cars which I feel 
certain the parents will have fun with it 
as well the lucky child.  

For those that could not make it to the 
party the food was great.  We had so 
much food we could feed twenty 
more people. The club certainly has a 
lot of great cooks.  It was a great 
evening.  

 A big thank you goes to Brad and 
Judy Grandage for having the party 
at their home for the second year.

Check out the pictures of all the fun 
we had.  All the toys were donated for 
the children in our area.  Thanks 
again to all that participated.

Save the wave,

Hollyann

TOYS FOR TOTS PARTY
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Winter Driving - 2/21/14 2:40pm
This past weekend, Chevrolet was 
kind enough to lend us a 2014 
Corvette Stingray convertible. 
Because it was a day that ended in "y" 
it snowed. Naturally as you might 
have assumed, your E-I-C and I took 
it out in the snow with the roof down. 
For journalistic inquiry, of course.

I didn't drive the car, as I'm an 
E d i t o r i a l  F e l l o w  a n d  t h a t  
responsibility was left entirely up to 
Matt (though I'd be more than happy 
to drive one if someone would be silly 
enough to let me), but I still learned 
many a thing during my time with it.

Here's what I found - It's Not As 
Bad As You'd Think
If you're going to take a Corvette 
Convertible out in the snow, or any 
drop-top for that matter, you're going 
to be cold and wet: don't expect 
otherwise. However, it won't be 
nearly as cold/wet as you might think. 
When you're moving the snow tends 
to rush over the windshield, so you're 
really only getting wet when you're in 
traffic or moving slowly. Our tester 
also had heated seats, so Matt and I 
weren't exactly roughing it.

People Tend To Look At You Funny
You will get bewildered looks from 
your fellow motorists because, really, 
who the hell in their right mind drives 
a yellow Corvette with the top down in 
the snow? But who cares! You'll be 
having way more fun than anyone 
else on the road. As Matt so 
eloquently put it, "I guess you could 
drive a Civic…"

The Stingray Has Many Gears
Many many gears. Seven, in fact. We 
never went higher than third and 
neither will you. You'll want to enjoy 
the sound of the V8 revving just a bit 

higher than what reason would 
dictate. I'll save you a hyperbole 
laced metaphor and simply say the 
LT1 V8 sounds ridiculous. Utterly and 
sublimely ridiculous. The snap, 
crackles and pops are the overrun 
are just icing on the cake.

The Stingray Can Get 29 MPG On 
The Highway

Good luck getting anywhere near that 
when you're blasting around the city, 
though!
If A Salt Truck Drives By, Get The 
Hell Out Of The Way

Seriously, head for cover if one of 
these dudes comes your way. 
Perhaps the pain of getting pelted by 
salt made riding in the Corvette seem 
not so bad and everything I'm telling 
you is wrong.

Rear Wheel Drive Is Fine In The 
Snow.

In addition to the Corvette, we had a 
BMW 435i xDrive this past weekend. 
Guess which one got stuck. I'm not 
advocating buying a Corvette over 
something that is purpose built to 
tackle the weather, but I will say that 
how you drive is as important as what 
you drive.

The Corvette Stingray Will Bring 
You Joy
What makes the Corvette such a 
great snow car, in spite of it not being 
a particularly good snow car, is the 
smile it will put on your face when you 
brazenly attempt to tackle winter 
weather with it. Sure, you will 
probably be more comfortable in your 
midsize crossover, but you won't be 
cackling like a maniac with every 
gratuitous downshift amplified by the 
lack of a roof over your head. This car 
is truly a joyous thing.

What You Learn Driving A Corvette Convertible
In A Snow Storm
Chris Perkins  jalopnik.com

1. In the beginning  The first event 
for Corvette Racing was the 1999 
Rolex 24 At Daytona. Ron Fellows, 
Chris Kneifel and John Paul Jr. were 
second in the GT2 class driving the 
No. 2 Corvette C5-R. The trio 
completed 600 laps and 2,136 miles. 

2. Great Scotts  Two Scotts who 
currently compete in the TUDOR 
Championship were once a part of 
Corvette Racing's lineup in the early 
years. Scott Sharp drove three races 
in 1999 along with Andy Pilgrim and 
John Heinricy. Scott Pruett drove 
twice in 2001 with Ron Fellows and 
Johnny O'Connell, including the 
team's first victory at the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans in 2001. The team's 26-
driver all-time roster also includes a 
pair of Dales  Dale Earnhardt Sr. and 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. finished on the 
podium for Corvette Racing at the 
2001 Rolex 24.

3. From display area to victory 
podium  Corvette Racing pulled out 
all the stops en route to scoring a 1-2 
finish at the 2004 24 Hours of Le 
Mans. The team even pressed its 
showcar into service, raiding the C5-
R on display for parts of its bodywork 
and a few tie rods. Olivier Beretta, 
Oliver Gavin and Jan Magnussen 
went on to win with their “modified” 
Corvette.

4. Circling the globe  Corvette 
Racing has logged nearly 210,000 
racing miles and more than 58,000 
racing laps over the past 16 seasons  
winning 94 races in the TUDOR 
United SportsCar Championship, 
American Le Mans Series presented 
by Tequila Patrón, GRAND-AM Rolex 
Sports Car Series, and the 24 Hours 
of Le Mans. That's the equivalent of 
racing more than eight laps around 
the equator.

5. Who's the leading winner?  
Oliver Gavin is the winningest driver 
in team history with 44 victories for 
Corvette Racing. Johnny O'Connell is 
second with 40 wins

5 Things You Didn't Know
About Corvette Racing
TUDOR UNITED SPORTSCAR RACING WEBSITE
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SENIOR MOTORSPORTS EDITOR 
MAC MORRISON: Every opportunity 
to drive a C7 Corvette brings with it 
another confirmation that the 
Corvette has reached a new level.

I personally wouldn't opt for the 
convertible, especially given the fact 
the C7 coupe features a standard 
removable roof, but the legions of 
Corvette convertible fans will find the 
same attributes here as in the coupe: 
Gobs of power and torque, great 
exhaust growl, nicely weighted 
steering, strong brakes and a very 
nice handling balance.  Top operation 
is quick and easy, and with it down 
and the wind flying past, you feel 
even more tempted to extract as 
much of the car's enormous potential 
as you dare.

One thing you won't find on this here 
car, however, is the seven-speed 
manual gearbox.  Chevy still hasn't 
managed to source a true twin-clutch 
transmission for its performance car, 
but the new eight-speed automatic is 
damn impressive.  It varies its shift 
speeds depending on load so as to 
prevent snatching the meaty rear 
tires loose under high lateral loads, 
but with power on in a straight line, it 
cracks them off very quickly, whether 
you opt for full auto mode or shifting 
yourself using the steering-wheel 
paddles.

No, this gearbox is not as quick and 
immediate as the latest, for example, 
Porsche PDK, but neither is it 
sluggish when you ask it to perform 
aggressively.  I'm not ready to say I 
would choose it over the manual, but 
the faster and quicker the Corvette 
gets, the more its limits rise, the more 
I begin to think it's a viable option. In 

one way, I'm glad there's no twin-
clutch available yet, because at that 
point I might finally cave.  That's no 
indictment of this eight-speed, 
t hough .   I t ' s  a  damn  f i ne  
transmission, and the first Corvette 
automatic that I won't scoff at out of 
hand when I see a C7 equipped with 
it.  There's a big part of me that, after 
sampling it myself, can see the 
appeal, because you aren't losing 
any performance with it vs. the 
manual, as was the case in older 
versions.  And in some scenarios, like 
drag strip launches, you're actually 
gaining time over the seven-speed 
manual.  Nice work, team Corvette.

ASSOCIATE EDITOR JAKE 
LINGEMAN: I'm not the biggest fan 
of convertibles, or Corvettes, but 
man, this car is just great.  It looks 
good with the top down, handles 
unbelievably, is faster than 90 
percent of cars on the road, and 
comes in cheaper than cars with half 
the power.

Maybe I'm exaggerating on that last 
one, but this is still the performance 
deal of the century.

The new eight-speed automatic is 
near perfect, for a slush box.  It 
senses your driving style and reacts 
accordingly.  We tested the new 
gearbox at GM's Milford Proving 
Ground a few months ago and it was 
spectacular.

Interior trim was nice with the 2LT 
package and suede seat inserts.  
Overall, the inside is miles ahead of 
the old cars.  The touchscreen works 
well and had no problem with my 
Apple iPhone, and all the controls are 
within reach.  That's a bonus 
because you get pretty snug in those 
seats.

Application of power is perfect with 
the naturally aspirated engine.  Nice 
and smooth at the beginning, 
developing real thrust at 2,500 rpm, 
and then more at 4,500 rpm.  The 
multimode exhaust is a must-have 
option, in my opinion. It sounds great 
through tunnels, especially with the 
top down.  Brakes are suitably strong 
for a 150-plus-mph car.

If I had $60K or so in my pocket, it'd be 
hard to pass up this new C7; it's just 
so much car for the money.  I wouldn't 
take the convertible, but even the 
base model is so far ahead of 
everything else, performance-wise, 
it's a no brainer.  I do wonder how it 
would handle the repeated track days 
of actual ownership.  But I suppose 
the number of Corvette guys going to 
the track, while a larger percentage 
than other car owners, it still a pretty 
small chunk.

Options: 2LT package including 
memory package, seat adjusters, 
power bolsters, power lumbar, power 
heated adjustable outside mirrors, 
driver's side auto dimming mirror, 
inside rearview mirror with auto 
dimming, heated and ventilated 
seats, seat badges, universal home 
remote, premium audio with surround 
sound, advance theft deterrent 
system, color head-up display, XM 
radio and 9-month subscription 
($4,160); ZF1 appearance package 
($1,995); performance data and 
video recorder including navigation 
($1,795); eight-speed paddle-shift 
automatic transmission, remote 
vehicle start, rear axle 2.41 ratio 
($1,725); performance multi-mode 
exhaust ($1,195); carbon fiber 
interior package ($995); suede 
microfiber seat inserts ($395)

2015 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray Convertible review notes
November 17, 2014 -- By Autoweek editors

Chevy's Corvette packs a very respectable automatic gearbox


