
Prez Sez
From The  Man

February was a 
busy month for the 
club.

S u p e r  B o w l  
S u n d a y  C a p t .  
Hiram's invited the club to showcase 
our cars as their featured attraction. 
We had a good response of 10 cars. 
They treated us well for the 
participation.

McKee's car show of 60 years of 
Corvettes was well attended by 
members who visited and those who 
volunteered to assist in the event. 
Dan and myself parked our Vettes at 
the entrances to attract people to the 
event. Marc, Wayne and Louie (Ro) 
showed their cars. McKee's sent the 
club a letter of appreciation.

Brad and Judy led us on a great 
dinner cruise to the Harbor Cove 
Restaurant in Ft. Pierce. Good 
company and fine food. More 
members should attend the cruises 
especially at this time of year.

Holiday party was booked at Capt. 
Hiram's again, more to follow.

Dave and Melinda stopped by to say 
hello. Keep them in your prayers.

Spread the Love

Stan 
Ssmyker@juno.com
772 918-8751
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GREAT NEWS

Much to our surprise Dave and 
Melinda Myers were waiting for 
us in the ABC parking lot.  Melinda 
is home from her last round of 
chemo and looking really great.  
We were all very happy to visit with 
them for awhile.  Due to her 
treatments she must limit her 
exposure to people until her 
immunity can rebuild its self and 
did not join us for dinner.  Dave 
looks good and said he is great 
since Melinda is home.

It's great to have them back.

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for March

Marino Silva March 3
Curt Randolph March 7

Al Lucarelli March 12
Terry Smith March 15

Helen Nisbet March 18
Dan Bryant March 25
Jim Gavin March 29

Birthdays for April
Deryle Hunt April 1

Clinton Atwell April 22

Birthdays for May
Dick Cantner May 14

Sue Smith May 14
Arlene Silva May 18
Nan Dunne May 26

Frank Casano May 31

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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Our hosts for the evening were Brad 
and Judy Grandage.  We took a 
cruise down A 1 A to Fort Pierce and a 
great little restaurant located at the 
Harbortown Marina.

The Harbor Cove Restaurant is on 
the water with easy access by boat or 
car.  We were seated in their glassed 
in dining room with great décor, lots of 
nautical items and other goodies to 
check out.  All seafood is cooked 
fresh and tasted divine as always.

Number drawings for bottles of wine 
ended our very pleasant evening.  
Thanks to Brad and Judy for their 
selection.

If you have not joined us for the 
monthly dinner cruise lately, check 
the website for info.  Cruises are 
every month, even during the 
summer when we don't have a 
business meeting.

Hollyann

January Mystery Cruise

 6 - Saturday - Corvettes on Clematis
Downtown West Palm Beach

Hosted By The Corvette Club Of The Palm Beaches

11 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

13 - Saturday - Vettes At The Port
Hosted By The Cape Kennedy Corvette Club - Port Canaveral, FL

19 - 21 - Friday to Sunday - Club Trip to St. Augustine
We will be staying at the Holiday Isle Ocean Side Resort

Dining at the Columbia Restaurant Saturday Night

28 - Saturday -  15th Annual Cruise-In Corvette Show
Hosted By The Stuart Corvette Club - Fort Pierce Marina

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Louie & CynSeo

7 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

9 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

18 - Saturday - Vettes at the Light VIII
Ponce Inlet, FL

Hosted by the Ponce Inlet Corvette Club

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Terry & Sue

COMING IN APRIL

COMING IN MAY
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With seven class victories since 
making its debut at the 2000 24 Hours 
of Le Mans, Corvette Racing remains 
the GT benchmark at the grueling, 
F r e n c h  e n d u r a n c e  c l a s s i c .  
Remarkably, the first four wins were 
all 1-2 finishes.

Ê Year 2000  No. 63 C5-R (GTS)
Ron Fellows, Johnny O'Connell & 
Scott Pruett Corvette Racing's 
second Le Mans visit brings a first 
win, and a 1-2 to boot.

Ë Year 2002  No. 63 C5-R (GTS)
Ron Fellows, Oliver Gavin & Johnny 
O'Connell Second 1-2 also brings the 
first of Gavin's four (and counting) 
wins in a 'Vette.

Ì Year 2004  No. 64 C5-R (GTS)
Olivier Beretta, Oliver Gavin & Jan 
Magnussen Another 1-2 result as the 
fifth-generation 'Vette battled a fleet 
of Ferrari 550s to sign off in style.

Í Year 2005  No. 64 C6.R (Gt1)
Olivier Beretta, Oliver Gavin & Jan 
Magnussen Fourth Corvette 1-2 at Le 
Mans, and the first for the C6.R, 
overcoming searing heat and the 
Aston Martins. 

Î Year 2006  No. 64 C6.R (Gt1)
Olivier Beretta Oliver Gavin & Jan 
Magnussen Classic Corvette vs. 
Aston Martin duel ends in fifth win.

Ï Year 2009  No. 63 C6.R (Gt1)
Antonio Garcia, Johnny O'Connell & 
Jan Magnussen When the No. 64 
retires from the lead after 22 hours, 
the 63 'Vette is right there.

Ð Year 2011  No. 73 C6.R (GTE Pro)
Olivier Beretta, AntonioGarcia & 
Tommy Milner A lap down with six 
h o u r s  t o  g o ,  t h e  N o .  7 3  
celebratesChevy's 100th anniversary 
with a charge to the front.

Buyers are lining up to put the new 
2014 Chevrolet Corvette in their 
garages, but we're already looking 
ahead to the hopped-up versions 
Chevrolet is likely to unveil down the 
road.  There will be a new Z06, of 
course, but we're talking about the 
Stingray version of the beastly, 
supercharged Corvette ZR1.

Thanks to a pair of renderings, we 
can imagine what the new ZR1, 
which will likely be a 2015 or 2016 
model year vehicle, might look like.  
In the renderings, carbon fiber 
appears all over the car, from the front 
diffuser to the spoiler to the mirrors.  
As with the current C6-based ZR1, 
hood bulge gets a bit bulgier -- a look 
that emulates a cowl-induction hood.

But buyers likely won't be seeking a 
radically different exterior:  It's what's 
under the hood that will matter most.  
The outgoing C6-based Corvette 
ZR1 makes 638 hp and 604 lb-ft of 
torque from its supercharged V8, and 
we expect the C7 ZR1 to top that -- 
which means boosting the base 6.2-
l i t e r  LT 1  e n g i n e ' s  4 5 0  h p  
substantially, perhaps to more than 
700 hp.  While precedent favors 
supercharging here, we've been told 
that twin turbochargers are a 
possibility. 

Larger wheels and wider tires and a 
track-tuned suspension will keep it 
glued to the tarmac, and carbon 
ceramic brakes make sure it all stops 
safely. 

That performance will undoubtedly 
come at a price:  C6 buyers have to 
shell out at least $112,600 to step up 
to forced induction, and we expect 
the C7 ZR1 to command a similar 
premium when it comes to market -- 
whenever that will be. 

WHAT THE 2015 ZR1
COULD LOOK LIKE

LE MANS
ROLL OF HONOR

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN Renderings hint at appearance
of supercharged C7
Graham Kozak - AutoWeek.com -  2/20/13 

Edmunds has worked up a piece that 
tries to figure out just how much the 
global Chevrolet Corvette economy is 
worth, a spitball guesstimate putting 
the number at more than $2.5 billion 
with the proviso that the number is 
probably low.  It starts by taking 
Corvette's new car sales of 14,132 
units last year, which would equate to 
$714,725,900 (including destination) 
assuming every car sold was a base 
coupe with no options.  In the final tally, 
a little extra padding gets that number 
up to $750,000,000. 

But that's not all.  Consider this: Many 
of the almost 1.4 million Corvettes 
produced over the model's history are 
still on the road.  There are new parts 
being produced and aftermarket 
c o m pa n i e s  l i k e  M i d - A m e r i c a  
Motorworks, that single Illinois 
company doing more than $40 million a 
year in sales.  There are the Corvette 
events large and small, restorers who 
do nothing but Corvettes, salvage 
yards that deal only in used Corvette 
parts and the Corvette magazines 
where owners find all this stuff. 

And then there are the Corvette-
themed owners, every single one of 
which provides a tiny contribution to the 
huge licensing royalties that General 
Motors collects every year.  The article 
admits there's no way to come to an 
accurate number, but it just goes to 
show how valuable one specific model 
can be to a company.

Why Corvette is Chevrolet's
Billion-Dollar Baby 
By Jonathon Ramsey  AutoWeek.com  2/28/13
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The new Corvette Stingray has made 
its debut at the Detroit auto show, and 
there's little doubt it's going to thrill 
leagues of  current  Corvet te 
aficionados. But Chevrolet has hinted 
it wants to broaden the Vette's appeal 
beyond its core Baby Boomer buyers, 
now in their 60s. GM design head Ed 
Welburn stated the Stingray aims for 
“a bit of a shift to appeal to younger 
customers,” according to Automotive 
News.

According to market research firm 
Strategic Vision, the average 
Corvette buyer is 59 years old. That 
means the “younger customers” 
Chevrolet is targeting are members 
of Generation X, born from about 
1960-80. Big differences exist 
between the Vette's current core 
audience of Baby Boomers and the 
slacker generation (of which your 
author is a member), including these 
five significant hurdles that stand in 
t h e  w a y  o f  t h e  C o r v e t t e ' s  
demographic downward drive.

Ghosts of Corvettes past

As good as the new Corvette is, 
Chevy's got skeletons in the closet 
that many of us Gen Xers remember 
all too well. Consider that drivers in 
their 40s and early 50s came of 

automotive age from the mid-1970s 
through the mid-1980s -- exactly the 
time the Corvette was huffing 200 or 
so horsepower through a long-in-the-
tooth Mako Shark body. It wasn't an 
object of lust for many of us -- exotics 
like the Lamborghini Countach, 
Porsche 911 Turbo and Ferrari 308 
were what stirred the soul, not the 
paunchy next-door neighbor's two-
tone '78 C3. 

We still have kids at home

Getting married and having kids 
happened a lot later for those in 
Generation X. Many put off child-
raising until their mid-30s, meaning 
those parents won't be empty-
nesters until their mid-50s (at the 
earliest). What good is a two-seat 
sports car to someone who has to 
haul three or four people around 
regularly…and pay tuition, all while 
hiding the keys from irresponsible 
hands?  For the same money, an 
Audi S4 or even a Cadillac CTS-V 
makes more sense. 

It'll still be too expensive

Remember that nasty little recession 
we had a few years ago? Most of us 
Gen Xers were just hitting our peak 
earning years when that whole mess 
hit and wiped out jobs, savings 
accounts and IRAs. Yes, things have 
improved, but a lot of us are either 
gun-shy or still broke, so a $60,000+ 
plaything isn't on the shopping list at 
the moment, nor is it likely to be 
anytime in the next few years.

We don't like flash

Not every member of Generation X 
slouched about in flannel several 
years longer than they should have. 
But car sales trends continue to show 
that the majority of buyers continue to 

value an understated automotive 
presence. We're snapping up silver 
Passats with abandon, luxuriating in 
lookalike Audis and even revering the 
gawdawful Prius as an aspirational 
vehicle. A low, sleek, hyperventilated 
land missile doesn't fit the image 
many of us have of success.

We've been tipped off

Chevy showed its hand when it 
announced the Corvette would 
attempt to appeal to younger 
customers. Now we know that Chevy 
is coming for us, and we'll be 
watching for telltale target marketing 
around every corner. As marketing 
trade publication CRM Magazine 
notes, “Gen Xers are averse to ad 
hype and overstatement and keep a 
constant lookout for hypocrisy and 
self-importance. They're also far less 
daring when it comes to spending 
their money.” None of these 
characteristics bode well for a 
splashy Corvette campaign. 

CRM also notes that experts “warn 
against ads that appeal to a broader 
sense of heritage, history, and 
tradition, because Gen X doesn't go 
for that.” In other words, two years of 
“Chevy runs deep” probably hasn't 
helped matters, and the resurrection 
of Stingray is likely to fall on 
indifferent ears.

What the new 2014 Corvette does 
have going for it are the same things 
Co rve t t e  has  l ong  o f f e red :  
Tremendous performance for the 
dollar, striking looks and everyday 
usability. Once the new car goes on 
sale this fall, we'll find out if it offers 
something the Corvette hasn't had in 
decades: Youth appeal. 

Five reasons the new Corvette will stay an old man's car
Chevy's attempt to get Gen X in a C7 Corvette is doomed to fail
By: Andrew Stoy - Crain News Service - 1/22/13 

The 2014 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray 
has received high marks so far -- even 
before discerning reviewers have had 
time behind the wheel. And the latest 
Chevrolet sports car earns a solid 
grade from at least one design legend: 
Ford's Jack Telnack.

The former chief of design for Ford in 
the 1980s and '90s -- responsible for 
the top-selling design of the Taurus of 
that era -- said the Corvette Stingray is 
a solid blend of American and 
European styling cues. 

He compares the C7 to a Ferrari 
design. "If you're going to steal, rob a 
bank, not a grocery store," he said, 
loosely paraphrasing legendary 
General Motors design chief Bill 
Mitchell.

Corvette critique: Ford legend likes the C7
By: Greg Migliore - 1/14/13  Autoweek.com - Notes from the floor of the Detroit auto show


