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Prez Sez
From The  Man

Our first meeting 
this season was a 
little sparse but 
everyone enjoyed 
the company.

S e p t e m b e r  
meeting was to appoint a nomination 
chairperson for the election of club 
officers which is Tom Quina. We have 
volunteers for all of the positions 
except the president. We need one of 
you to throw your hat in the ring by the 
October meeting, contact Tom.

Event of the month was a dinner at 
Vincent's followed by a night at the 
comedy club, put together by Joe and 
Diane. Good food and lots of laughs 
were had by the 10 members who 
attended.

The cruise was hosted by Dan and 
Ro to Bono's in Vero, attended by 
about 15 vets. Wow! Dan and Ro also 
invited his daughter, husband and 
adorable granddaughter Ruby.

The club needs all members who 
signed up for the Holiday party to 
send their dues ($30) + $35 per 
person for the party. Please send to 
the treasurer by November for we 
need to pay the bill up front.

Laugh a lot!

Stan 
Ssmyker@juno.com
772 918-8751

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for October

Mike Nisbet October 3
Melinda Myers October 19

Tom Quina October 26

Birthdays for December
Jack Yolinsky December 2

Cyn Seo December 7
Camillo Stefanacci December 16

Louie Seo December 19
Judy Gallagher December 25

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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Elections Are Coming
Officers Needed!

We are a club that runs by itself.  But, 
we do need officers to blame things 
on or spread rumors about.  We have 
four elected officers; President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary, 
plus four appointed officers, Activities 
Director(s), Newsletter Editor, Web 
Master, and Historian.  The out-going 
President serves as the Officer-at-
Large to make up the 9 member 
Board of Directors.  The good thing 
about being an officer is that we meet 
only 6 times a year and after the 
meeting we go eat.  Please consider 
running for or volunteering for an 
office.  If you are interested in being 
an elected officer please contact Tom 
Quina at tquina@bellsouth.net or 
772 519-2748 by Wednesday 
October 12th

 The schedule for the election: 

!October Meeting:  Nominations are 
closed.

!November Meeting:  Elections. If 
Needed.

!December Holiday Party:  Elected 
Officers Installed

!J a n u a r y  B o a r d  M e e t i n g :   
Appointment of the rest of the Board.

T O Y S  F O R  T O T S  
COLLECTION

It's that time of the 
year again when we 
t h i n k  a b o u t  
Christmas and give 
thanks for all the 
wonderful things in 
our lives.  It is so 
easy to get wrapped 
up in the day to day events of busy 
lives that we forget how good we 
really have life. 

This leads me to the Toys for Tots 
drive for this year.  I thought last 
year's economy was bad but again 
this year is worse than last year.  
Working at the credit union was a life 
changing experience that taught me 
how good my life really has been.  So 
many people have lost their jobs, lost 
their homes and have no help in sight.  
Adults can deal with the load most of 
the time.  However the children do 
not understand a bare Christmas.  
Please help make this Christmas 
better for the kids.

You can bring unwrapped toys to any 
club event or meeting.  We will also 
be having a Toys for Tots party at Dan 
and Ro's house in November.  The 
date has not been set yet.   
Information will be out next month.  
These toys will be donated to the 
Marine Toy drive.

Toys should be for all ages of 
children, and at least $10.00 in value.

Thanks for helping with this worthy 
cause.

Hollyann

SUNSHINE REPORT

Rich Steinbach has had his knee 
surgery and doing 
great.

Judy Grandage is 
r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  
r e p l a c e m e n t  
shoulder surgery and 
happy to have it behind her.

Melinda Myers has receiver her 
fourth chemo treatment and doing 
better.  She and Dave will be 
heading back tdo this area soon.



11 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

17 - 20 - Wed - Sat - Petit Le Mans
Road Atlanta - Braselton, GA

Last Race of the Corvette Racing Season

20 - Saturday - Vettes On The Avenue
Hosted by the Space Coast Corvette Club

In Historic Downtown Melbourne 

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Bob & Nan  

6 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

8 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

17 - Saturday - Toys for Tots Party
Details to follow...

9 - Sunday - Annual Christmas Party

COMING IN OCTOBER

COMING IN NOVEMBER

COMING IN DECEMBER
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Dan and Ro Bryant were the hosts for 
the September dinner cruise.  Their 
choice was Bono's Bar B Q and Grill in 
Vero Beach.  We met in the usual 
place and took a short cruise on 
Indian River Drive to US1 and Bono's.

Many of our members have returned 
from the north, which means we had a 
great turn out.  We were glad to see 
everyone home again.  Dan and Ro 
came with a nice surprise, daughter 
Heather with husband Mark and 
daughter Ruby Rose joined us for 
dinner.  She is growing so fast, and 
how cute.  Ro's friend Joleen, visiting 
for a week joined in for the fun too.

The food at Bono's is never 
disappointing.  The ribs were really 
good.  Everyone enjoyed a great 
meal. The Club group dined on the 
enclosed porch which means we 
didn't disturb other diners.  It's nice to 
be able to visit and catch up with all 
the news.

Check out the pictures.  If you haven't 
come on a dinner cruise lately come 
out and join in for food and fun.  You 
have to eat any way!

September Mystery Cruise
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The rumors were true:  At a press 
conference Wednesday at Daytona 
International Speedway it was 
announced that the Grand-Am Rolex 
Sports Car Series and American Le 
Mans Series will join forces after 13 
years of essentially competing 
against each other.

"Today 's  announcement  w i l l  
transform sports-car racing on this 
continent, along with having 
worldwide industry implications," said 
Grand-Am president and CEO Ed 
Benne t t .   "As ide  f r om the  
organizations involved, everybody 
wins: drivers, teams, manufacturers, 
sponsors, tracks--and most all, the 
fans.

"This new approach is going to be 
revolutionary, as we take the best 
components from two premium 
brands, combine them and then 

b e n e f i t  m u t u a l l y  f r o m  t h e  
considerable resources both sides 
will bring to our efforts.  This is a bold 
move--and the right one--for the long-
term, optimum growth of sports-car 
racing."

Today's Grand-Am series was 
formed in 1999, the vision of founder 
Jim France, son of late NASCAR 
founder Bill France.  
NASCAR Holdings 
owns Grand-Am, and 
it--along with the 
merged series--will 
be based in Daytona 
B e a c h ,  F l a .   
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
magnate Don Panoz 
founded the Atlanta-
based ALMS in 1998, with its first 
season in 1999 . Panoz owns Road 
Atlanta and controls the lease to 
Sebring International Raceway, each 
of which will pass to the new 
organization.

Grand-Am has used a simpler 
formula for its cars--simpler both in 
concept and mechanical execution.  
The ALMS has been manufacturer-
driven, with more classes and more 
complex categories.  The ALMS's top 
class, LMP1, has suffered following 
the withdrawal from international 

sports-car racing of one of its top 
teams, Peugeot, and because the 
dominant car in LMP1, Audi, made 
the trip to the U.S. only for the 12 
Hours of Sebring this year.  Both 
series have strong GT classes.

Bennett said the deal "looks good 
from a business standpoint but it also 
feels good from a historical 
standpoint.  Both Grand-Am and the 
ALMS have lineages tied to Daytona 
Beach, Daytona International 
Speedway and the France family.  
This announcement is a proud 
moment for all involved, as we now 
look forward to a bright future for 
sports-car racing."

Details on how the two series' classes 
will merge will come later. That 
apparently won't really happen until 
2014: Both series will compete next 
year but under the leadership of the 
management set by this deal.

Grand-Am founder and NASCAR 
vice-chairman Jim France said the 
merger is exciting both "on a 
professional and a personal level, 
with me being a long-time sports-car 
fan.  This merger was achieved 
through a true spirit of cooperation. 
Moving forward, that same spirit will 
drive our day-to-day efforts.”

Grand-Am, American Le Mans series to merge
By: Steven Cole Smith AutoWeek.com on 9/5/12 

I want thank everyone, with 
special thanks to Nan and Bob 
Dunne for their thoughtfulness at 
the September business meeting.  
They surprised me with a beautiful 
cake the day before my last day of 
work.  My future looks great 
thanks to such great friends and 
more time to do Corvette fun 
things.

Take a look at the beautiful cake!

RETIREMENT CAN BE FUN

Six couples started the evening off 
with a good dinner at Vincent's and 
high hopes for a great night.  

The event for the month of 
September was a short trip on a 
Friday night to Riverside Theater for 
comedy club.  One comedian was a 
fellow that was lackluster with way to 
much  abou t  “b ro the rs ”  and  
comments about the fact that the 
audience was all white except for one 
person.

The gal that came next was older, 
dressed like a cleaning lady and had 
some of the crudest comments we 

had heard in a while.  Not really very 
funny.  

The night ended with lot of rain.  We 
had a nice evening we friends.  One 
of those nothing ventured nothing 
gained.

Check out the evening's picture, 
taken before we all got wet getting to 
the cars where all the umbrellas 
were.

SEPTEMBER CLUB EVENT - COMEDY CLUB???

Hollyann
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UPDATED:  The  ba t t l e  ove r  
ownership of one of the 1960 
Chevrolet Corvettes raced at that 
year's 24 Hours of Le Mans by Briggs 
Cunningham has moved to the courts 
in Pennsylvania.

The filingsin Cumberland County 
Court and U.S. District Court in 
Harrisburgprovide several details 
about the discovery and ownership of 
the long-lost car, including the sale 
price: $75,000.

The car, which wore No. 1, was sold 
for the aforementioned amount by 
Pamela Carr of Florida to Lance 
Miller, co-owner of Carlisle Events in 
Carlisle, Pa.  Miller sold the car days 
later for the same amount to Kevin 
Mackay, noted Corvette restorer and 
owner of Corvette Repair Inc. in 
Valley Stream, N.Y.

The 1960 Corvette, which was 
restored to street trim after the race 
and sold, had been missing for nearly 
30 years.  It was one of three 
Corvettes taken to the 1960 Le Mans 
race  by  wea l thy  en thus ias t  
Cunningham, with unofficial but 
substantial support from General 
Motors.  The other two Corvettes 
from that race have been found and 
restored to race trim.  

The first hearing is scheduled for 
Sept. 26 in U.S. District Court. In this 
case, Dan Mathis Jr. of Tampa, Fla., is 
asking the court to seize the car and 
give it to him while questions over 
ownership are decided.

In his filing, Mathis includes a Florida 
title for the car, issued on Aug. 17, one 
week before the car was set to be 
shown publicly at Miller's Corvettes at 
Carlisle show. In the court document, 
Mathis claims the car was stolen from 
his father “in the late 1970s.”

Mathis' lawsuit, filed Sept. 7, names 
Miller, his mother, his business 

partners, Mackay, Carlisle Events 
and the Borough of Carlisle as 
defendants. Mathis claims that 
Carlisle's police department is 
helping hide the car, which was 
shown at a private event in Carlisle on 
Aug. 23, but was pulled from the 
Corvette show. Mathis traveled to the 
Corvette show with his title and 
enlisted the police to help him take 
possession. He claims the police 
originally took the car but now say 
there is no report and that the car's 
whereabouts are unknown.

Ten days earlier, Miller and Mackay 
sued Mathis; Florida resident Jerry 
Moore, who is said to have owned the 
disputed Corvette in the early 1970s; 
and a Maryland man, Domenico 
Idoni, who is said to have formed a 
partnership with Mathis. An Internet 
search shows Idoni to be a collector 
of cars and automobilia.

The lawsuit seeks to have Mackay 
declared owner of the car, along with 
unspecified monetary damages for 
disparagement, defamation and 
interference with business.

That suit was filed four days after the 
Corvette's scheduled unveiling at the 
Carlisle show was canceled at the 
last minute.  At that time, Miller said 
the car was pulled for security 
reasons by the owner, who Miller said 
wanted to remain anonymous.

But the lawsuit says Mackay bought 
the car from Miller on July 23, three 
days after Miller bought it from 
Pamela Carr of St. Petersburg, Fla.  
The car had been stored in a 
warehouse filled with items collected 
by Carr's husband, retired Florida 
judge Richard Carr, who died in 2010.

Carr's son, Rick, says he had seen 
and moved the Corvette around the 
warehouse for years.  But earlier this 
year he discovered that the vehicle 

identification numbers on the car's 
frame and steering column matched.  
The car's vehicle identification 
number was searched on the 
Internet, which led Carr to a Web site 
run by Cunningham historian Larry 
Berman, who put Carr in touch with 
Lance Miller.

According to the Cumberland County 
lawsuit, Mackay hired a private 
investigator in the early 1990s to help 
track down the Cunningham 
Corvettes.  The investigator obtained 
the VINs from the race organizers.  
Those numbers helped Mackay find 
and restore car No. 3 in 2000 for 
Corvette enthusiast Chip Miller, 
Lance Miller's father.  Miller's effort to 
find and restore car No. 3 was 
documented in a movie,  The Quest. 
Mackay also gave Miller the VIN for 
car No. 1. 

Chip Miller died in 2004.  According to 
Berman, it was Miller's dying wish 
that Mackay get car No. 1 if it was 
ever founda wish his son says he 
honored.

Car No. 2 was found and restored, 
and is owned by California car 
collector Bruce Meyer.

According to the lawsuit, car No. 1 
was last titled in 1974 in Florida by 
Moore.  The lawsuit says Mackay 
was never able to locate or get in 
contact with Moore over several 
years.  It also notes that the car does 
not show up as reported stolen in 
state and national databases.

Editor's note: This story has been 
updated to note that the car was sold 
by Pamela Carr, the widow of Richard 
Carr, to Lance Miller.  Also, the car 
was not hidden in the warehouse.  
But the identification numbers were 
not checked on the Internet until 
earlier this year 

Cunningham Corvette battle heads to courts
By: Dale Jewett on 9/19/2012 autoweek.com


