
Prez Sez

From The  Man

April has come 
and gone, like the 
birds, have a safe 
flight.  We that 
stay, it's back to 
the heat, slower, 
storm hysterical 
summer months.  
Our last meetings 
will be in May and continue in 
September.

Shout outs and dinner cruises will 
remain for the summer. Jim and Ann 
hosted a great dinner cruise to 
Mulligan's in Sebastian for a great 
dinner with a beautiful view.

The Holiday party is a done deal for 
December 9 at Captain Hiram's with 
a great band, details on website.

Everybody have a safe and fun 
summer.

Stan 
Ssmyker@juno.com
772 918-8751
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for May

Dick Cantner May 14
Sue Smith May 14

Arlene Silva May 18
Nan Dunne May 26

Frank Casano May 31

Birthdays for June
Mary Yolinsky June 1

Diane Bernardo June 17
Nancy Murray June 19
Beth Butcher June 22
Jim Peabody June 24

Birthdays for July
David Ancil July 16
Jim Hunt July 30

Cheryl Casano July 31
Eva Sandlin July 31

Happy Birthday to everyone!

SUMMER SCHEDULE June starts the time of the year when 
vacations, the heat, or visits from the Grandkids, causes our attendance to 
fall off.  Because of this we are suspending the General Membership 
Meetings for June, July and August.  If you have any important business the 
club should look into these 3 months, please, call Louie or any board 
member.

The Mystery Dinner Cruises will continue on the last Tuesday of every 
month.

Don't forget the SHOUT OUTS. If you have some place to go or something 
to do and would like to invite the rest of the club, just sent a SHOUT OUT via 
the Yahoo eGroup.(IndianRiverCorvetteClub@yahoogroups.com)  
Include you name and phone number so members can let you know they 
are going to attend.

One-hundred-octane blood flows 
through my veins.  But nothing revs 
my engine quite like the Chevrolet 
Corvette.

It's my dad's fault.  He bought his first 
Vette in 1977 (180 hp, three-speed 
automatic, AM/FM/eight-track player, 
orange), infecting 
me with a lifelong 
v i r u s  f o r  
Chevrolet's two-
seater.  I owned 
that car for a few 
years but let it go 
to be a good 
h u s b a n d  a n d  
father and buy a 
house for a young 
family.

The summer of 2012 is one of those 
rare points in Corvette history during 
which major changes are taking 
place:

-- Chevrolet launches the 2013 
Corvette, the last of the C6 
generation of the car.  And history 
shows that the last model of nearly 
every Corvette generation is among 
the best.

-- Development is in the final stages 
for the C7 generation.  It is set to 
debut next January at the Detroit auto 
show and goes on sale later that year 
as a 2014 model.

-- As part of that changeover, General 
Motors is spending $131 million to 
overhaul the Corvette assembly 
plant--the most extensive upgrade at 
the plant since it changed over to the 
C5 Corvette in 1996.

-- And the competition is getting 
stronger.  Chrysler 
has just debuted 
the redesigned SRT 
Viper, which goes 
on sale later this 
year.  Meanwhile, 
Ford has stuffed a 
6 6 2 - h p  e n g i n e  
under the hood of 
the 2013 Mustang 

Shelby GT500.

I'm going along for the ride and hope 
that you'll join me via Autoweek, 
autoweek.com,. 

It starts on Friday with the annual 
Corvette Bash at the National 
Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, 
Ky., just across the road from the 
Corvette assembly plant.  The Bash 
draws hundreds of Vette fans from 
around the country--and many of the 
top members of the Corvette 
development team at General Motors, 
including chief engineer Tadge 
Juechter.

Let's hit the road. 

It's Corvette Summer, come along for the ride
By: Dale Jewett  AutoWeek.com  on 4/27/2012 



1 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

5 - Saturday - Vettes on the Circle
Hosted by Skyway Corvette Club

Armand's Circle in Sarasota

10 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

12 - Saturday - Vettes At The Light
Hosted by the Ponce Inlet Corvette Club 

29 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Jim & Deryle-Ann 

14 - Thursday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

The regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.

26 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Tom & Hollyann 

CLUB EVENT FOR MAY

COMING IN MAY

COMING IN JUNE
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APRIL DINNER CRUISE

The April dinner cruise was picked by 
Jim and Ann Peabody.  Their choice 
for the evening was Mulligan's Beach 
House Bar and Grill in Sebastian.

Mulligan's is always a great pick since 
it is only about fifteen minutes away 
and located on the river in Sebastian, 
perched out over the water.  Great 
food and drinks are served with a 
casual flair.  We were outside this 
time and it got very breezy and cool.  
We had to ask for the plastic sides to 
be rolled down. 

Thanks to Jim and Ann for a fun 
evening.

Hollyann
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A L M S  M i l e s t o n e  f o r  
Corvette's Gavin at Long 
Beach
One of the best adding to already 
impressive resumes.

One of the most successful drivers in 
the history of the American Le Mans 
Series expanded his legacy with a 
victory in the second round of the 
2012 championship.

A GT win for Gavin at American Le 
Mans Series at Long Beach 
advanced him to third on the ALMS 
career-win list. 

Gavin's career achievements so far 
with, Corvette Racing is impressive.  
The Briton is tied with Audi's standout 
Dindo Capello for fourth in career 
wins with 35.  Driving with Tommy 
Milner, Gavin won at Long Beach for 
the third time and posted the fastest 
GT race lap in his Corvette C6.R.  
That made 26 all-time wins and broke 
a tie with ex-Corvette teammate 
Olivier Beretta.

Gavin along with the rest of the ALMS 
field will be back in action for the six-
hour American Le Mans at Monterey, 
Raceway Laguna Seca. The third 
round of the ALMS championship is 
set for 4:30 p.m. ET on Saturday, May 
12 from the 2.238-mile circuit in 
Monterey, Calif. ESPN2 will air the 
race at 5 p.m. ET on Sunday, May 13. 
Live coverage is available starting at 
4:15 p.m. ET on ESPN3.com.

The Series' website offers additional 
content such as live in-car cameras 
and timing and scoring for all users on 
ALMS.com.

We are inviting you to join us for a trip back in time. We are going to the Seminole Inn in 
Indiantown, Sunday, June 17th for their famous brunch that has been served for over 80 
Years. 

JUNE CLUB EVENT

Daytona Prototype co-drivers Ricky 
Taylor and Max Angelelli on Sunday 
returned to victory lane in the Grand 
Prix of Miami at Homestead-Miami 
Speedway in a Grand-Am Rolex 
Sports Car Series race that was 
shortened by rain.

Rolex Series race cars and their 
Continental rain tires are designed to 
race in wet conditions, but a number 
of torrential downpours and standing 
water in various locations around the 
2.3-mile circuit made conditions 
treacherous.  With no relief in sight, 
Grand-Am officials ended the race at 
3 p.m. Eastern, 52 minutes shy of its 
scheduled finish.

Angelelli started the No. 10 SunTrust 
Corvette DP from the rear of a DP 
gridwhich was set based on points 
following Saturday's qualifying was 
rained outbut moved all the way to 
third before turning the car over to 
Taylor on lap 21.  Seven laps later, 
Taylor took advantage of contact 
between leader Richard Westbrook 
and second-place Enzo Potolicchio 
on a restart to take the lead.

Potolicchio, who led 15 laps after 

starting from the pole, passed Taylor 
for the lead on the following lap.  
However, he served a drive-through 
penalty plus five seconds on the 
following lap for what Grand-Am 
officials said was avoidable contact.

Taylor led the final 12 laps run under 
green-flag conditions and another 13 
laps under full-course caution to earn 
his and Angelelli's first win since the 
sprint race at Watkins Glen 
international last August.  This was 
the second consecutive win for the 
new Corvette DP program following a 
breakthrough victory last month at 
Barber Motorsports Park by co-
drivers Westbrook and Antonio 
Garcia.

 “Every year we come here, our car 
doesn't normally suit this track.  But 
our team worked really hard for this 
race and our car was really strong, 
both in wet and even in dry 
conditions.  All I had to do today was 
avoid the crash in turn two and then 
not crash myself”, said Taylor. 

Reigning DP co-champions Scott 
Pruett and Memo Rojas finished 
second in the No. 01 TELMEX Chip 
Ganassi Racing Riley-BMW to take 
the lead in the DP point standings. 
They are two points ahead of a four-
way tie for second among co-drivers 
Potolicchio and Ryan Dalziel as well 
as Alex Popow and Lucas Luhr, 87 to 
85. Darren Law and David Donohue 
took third in the No. 5 Action Express 
Racing Corvette DP.

Taylor, Angelelli give SunTrust Racing and Corvette
overall win at Homestead-Miami
Published on April 29, 2012  AutoWeek.com
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After Alan Shepard became the first 
American to travel into outer space in 
1961, General Motors executive Ed 
Cole presented the astronaut with a 
new 1962 Chevrolet Corvette, 
customized with a space-age interior.

Shepard had brought along his own 
1957 Corvette when he reported for 
the space-training program in 1959.  
Thanks  to  a  spec ia l  l ease  
arrangement between the space men 
and a Melbourne, Fla., Chevy 
dealership, six of the Mercury Seven 
astronauts were Corvette owners. In 
1967, the Cape Kennedy Corvette 
Club counted four astronauts among 
its members.

In Cocoa Beach, FL, this relationship 
between astronauts and the sports 
cars they loved will be celebrated 
during a parade commemorating the 
50th anniversary of Shepard's 
historic flight.  About 30 surviving 
astronauts will be joining the parade.

Shepard brought along his 1957 
Corvette when he reported for Space 
Program training in April, 1959...he 
would own at least 10 Corvettes in his 
lifetime

Shortly after Shepard's historic flight, 
then GM Executive Edward N. Cole 
presented the astronaut with a new, 
white, 1962 Corvette. The car had 
been outfitted by GM designers with a 
customized space-age interior. The 
Corvette-astronaut connection might 

have become totally coincidental in 
the years that followed, had not 
Florida Chevrolet dealer Jim 
Rathmann stepped up.  Six of the 
Mercury astronauts would take 
Rathmann up on his Corvette offer.  
John Glenn opted for a new 
Chevrolet station wagon.  Glenn's 
wagon reportedly proved just the 
thing for those occasions when the 
seven astronauts needed to travel 
together. 

That ambition was shared by fellow 
Mercury astronaut Virgil "Gus" 
Grissom. The two-lane blacktop 
duels fought by Shepard and 
Grissom in their big block-powered 
Corvettes would truly become the 
stuff of legend.  In his quest for a 
competitive edge, Grissom had his 
last Corvette, a 1967 convertible, 
specially geared and modified to 
accept extra-wide rear racing tires.

When Apollo 12 astronauts Dick 
Gordon, Charles Conrad and Alan 
Bean ordered new 1969 Corvettes 
through Rathmann, they asked that 
the identically equipped 390-hp 427 
Stingray coupes be custom finished 
in a special black-accented Riverside 
Gold color scheme designed by 
Bean. A unique red, white and blue 
insignia was also added to the front 
fenders. NASA administrators 
reportedly fretted that a subsequently 
published LIFE Magazine photo of 
the  space-su i ted  Apo l lo  12  
astronauts and their matching 
Corvettes could be misconstrued as 
a forbidden product endorsement. 

Even so, another photo of a trio of 
American astronauts with their 
Corvettes would appear in LIFE, 
during June 1971. Apollo 15 lunar 
mission crewmembers Jim Irwin, Al 
Worden and Dave Scott had been 

photographed with their Corvettes 
and a training version of the battery-
powered Lunar Rover Vehicle (LRV) 
they would deliver to the moon. The 
"moon buggy," as it was also called, 
utilized a mobility system built by 
General Motors. The Apollo 15 crew 
Corvettes were each a different 
color...red, white and blue. Dual 
racing stripes on each car rounded 
out the American flag colors. 

"In the 1960s, astronauts were the 
American heroes that every child 
idolized and every adult respected," 
said Corvette historian and former 
Corvette Quarterly editor Jerry 
Burton. "That so many of them drove 
Corvettes really helped to establish 
Corvette as America's sports car."

Released in 1979, author Tom 
Wolfe's bestselling book, "The Right 
Stuff," recounted the beginnings of 
America's space program. The 
book's success sparked a revival of 
interest in the original Mercury 7 
space heroes-and their Corvette 
adventures. 

That association continues even 
today. The 1995 movie "Apollo 13" 
featured two era-authentic Corvettes, 
one of them used in a key scene 
featuring Tom Hanks as astronaut 
Jim Lovell.  The 2009 movie "Star 
Trek XI" opens in the year 2245, with 
a 12-year old James T. Kirk driving a 
280-year old 1965 Corvette Sting 
Ray. 

By JULIE ALVIN -- AutoWeek.com --  5/06/2011

Astronauts and Corvettes


