
Wine and Murder” in 2006, to “Pasta, 
Passion and Pistols” in 2009, we have 
found some great thespians and 
some not so great, but we have 
always found the murderer.  Don't 
miss our next great performance 
Saturday the 26th, "A Feast To Die 
For".  If you miss this one, you will be 
sorry.

Check the web calendar for the flyer.

Join Us Saturday Night

Our club has a rich history in solving 
Murder Mysteries while eating, which 
is just the way we are.

From our original run of “Burritos and 
Bandidos” back in 2003, to “A Taste of 

From The Captain
March is here and spring is in the air.  The cold weather is 
finally gone, trees are starting to get new leaves, and 
flowers are starting to bloom.  If our Corvettes are 
convertibles we can put the tops down and let the air flow 
through what hair we are lucky enough to have left.  Even if 
your Corvette is not a convertible it is a great time to get out 
and enjoy it.

Since the weather has changed and the growing season is 
here, we just got a shipment of 35 trees to plant for shade in 
the horse paddocks and cow pastures.  We ordered 40 and 
I'm not sure when the other 5 will be here.  I just hope these 
do better than the last ones that our neighbor had us dig out of his yard and 
transplant into ours; only one out of the whole bunch lived.

We have some exciting activities planned in the near future with the first being 
the murder mystery dinner this month.  Be sure to make it and try to figure out 
who the murderer is.  Unfortunately we will have two less members in the club 
after the dinner since one will be murdered and another will probably go to jail 
for committing the crime.  For those of us still alive and not in jail there are trips 
planned for April and May.  Check the website for final details and make plans 
to attend.  The more people we have, the merrier.

I haven't heard back yet from Obama about the bail out money that I requested 
last month.  I'm sure there is a lot of red tape to go through to get it done, so 
don't despair, I am quite sure I will be hearing from him soon.

Louie
Captainlouie@bellsouth.net · 772-321-2378
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T h e  
S u n s h i n e  
commit tee 
is happy to 
report that 
this month 
we have run 
i n t o  a n  
unexpected 
spell of wellness. This by no 
means lets yous guys off the hook 
in the future. Please report any 
sniffles, snorts, or coughs directly 
to me, cuz happiness is good 
health and a bad memory. 

Keep shinin!!!!!

ZoRo

Sunshine Report

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for March

Marino Silva March 3
Curt Randolph March 7

Terry Smith March 15
Dan Bryant March 25
Ken Porter March 28

Birthdays for April
Deryle Hunt April 1

Sanya Kovac April 7
Lynn Steenblock April 10

Clinton Atwell April 22

Happy Birthday to everyone!



10 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

16 - 19 - Wed - Sat. 12 Hour of Sebring
Sebring International Raceway, FL

Corvette Coral Hosted By NCM and Corvette

26 - Saturday - 34th Annual Auto Show
Hosted by Indian River Region Antique Automobile Club

Riverside Park, Vero - Formally Under The Oaks

29 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Tony & Shari

9 - Saturday - Corvettes on Clematis
Clematis Street, West Palm Beach

Hosted By Corvette Club of Palm Beach

14 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

16 - Saturday - Vettes At The Port
Port Canaveral, FL

Hosted by Cape Kennedy Corvette Club

26 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Tom & Hollyann

30 - Saturday - River Cruise-In
Indian River Park, Ft Pierce

Hosted By Stuart Corvette Club

Check the WEB Calendar for details

COMING IN March

COMING IN April
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February Dinner Cruise
Jack and Mary Yolinsky were our 
hosts for the February dinner cruise.  
They were ask by the Dave & Shelagh 
to join our club and a great way to 
meet everyone was to host a mystery 
dinner run, which they did and then 
the Ancil's left on a four month cruise.  
Even though they are new club 
members they jumped in and took 
over.  The restaurant of choice was 
the Dockside Restaurant.  

The Dockside has become a favorite 
of the club, the selection of food, 
location and large room for everyone 
makes it perfect for dinner.  The fresh 
seafood was cooked to perfection.  
The menu is loaded with great 
selections with something to satisfy 
everyone.



the plant had simply out lived its 
practical usefulness.; The Corvette's 
half-million square-foot portion of the 

facility was designed for the assembly 
of up to 10,000 cars per year, but 
production had passed that figure in 
1960 and never looked back.  By 
1980, the last full production year built 
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First Corvette Car History 
By Keith Cornett -6/30/09

Fifty-six years ago today, the very first 
p r o d u c t i o n  C o r v e t t e s  w e r e  
completed and rolled off a temporary 
assembly l ine at Chevrolet 's 
Customer Delivery Center in Flint, 
Michigan.  All the Corvettes were 
hand-built and for the first time in a 
m a s s  p r o d u c e d  v e h i c l e ,  a  
revolut ionary mater ial  cal led 
fiberglass was used instead of steel 
to make the body panels. 

Underneath the fiberglass were 
standard Chevrolet components.  
The 250 cubic inch Blue Flame 
Special 6-cylinder engine came from 
the truck line while the two-speed 
Powerglide automatic transmission 
and drum brakes were also found on 
various Chevrolet passenger cars. A 
triple-carb intake on the Corvette 
gave the 2-seater a bit more power 
but overall performance was lacking. 

Chevrolet built 300 Corvettes over 
the course of the 1953 model year.  A 

On June 30, 1953, only six months 
after a prototype was unveiled in the 
grand ballroom of the Manhattan's 
Waldorf Astoria hotel, the first 300 
1953 Corvettes rolled off the 
temporary assembly line laid out in an 
old customer delivery building on Van 
Slyke Avenue in Flint, Michigan.  
While new Corvettes were going 
down the makeshift line in Flint, a 
dedicated assembly plant was being 
setup in part of a Corvette car and 
truck Facility in St. Louis, Missouri.

Corvette assembly began in St. Louis 
in December 1953, and continued 
there for almost 28 years.  By August 
1, 1981, when production in St. Louis 
conc luded,  a lmos t ,  700 ,000 
Corvettes had been built in the 
Gateway City facility.  At this point, 

uniform design allowed the workers 
to concentrate on putting the bodies 
together without being distracted by 
trim and equipment variations.  
Therefore, all 1953 Corvettes were 
Polo White with Sportsman Red 
interiors and a black canvas soft-top, 
and featured 6.70 x 15 whitewall tires 
and a Delco signal-seeking radio.  
Also standard was a 5,000-rpm 
tachometer and a counter for total 
engine revolutions. 

The Corvette's original base price 
was set at $3,498.00.  However the 
general public was hard pressed to 
get one as most of the production was 

doled out to project engineers, GM 
executives and other high profile 
customers including Hollywood 
movie stars like John Wayne.  In fact 
a dealer notice issued in July '53 from 
the Central Office proclaimed: “No 
dealer is in a position to accept firm 
orders for delivery of a Corvette in 
1953.” 

Today, the 1953 Corvette is one of the 
most sought after Corvette models by 
collectors. Examples have recently 
sold as high as $440,000.  Not too 
bad for a little American sports car 
with an underpowered straight-six 
and ill-fitting body panels. 

there, St. Louis produced 40,614 
Corvettes, more than four times its 
intended capacity.  The acute lack of 
space, in concert with antiquated 
equipment, led Chevrolet to move 
Corvette assembly to a 1,000,000 
square-foot facility in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky.

The Bowling Green facility was not a 
new st ructure,  have served 
previously as a Chrysler Corp. air-
conditioning plant, but it was gutted 
and completely rebuilt for Corvette 
production.  The first Corvette rolled 
off the line in Bowling Green on June 
1, 1981.

On May 28, 2009 the plant reached a 
major accomplishment with the 
assmembly of the 1.5 millionth 

History Of Corvette Assembly



Meet Terry Smith

Terry and his wife Sue are charter 
members of our club.  Terry was 
the club's first vice president and 
also was a long time activity 
director along with Sue.  Both Terry 
a n d  S u e  w e r e  b o r n  i n  
Crawfordsville, Indiana and went 
to the same school.

Although they knew each other 
while in school, they did not start to 
date until Terry was in college and 
Sue was a senior in high school.  

They were married and had two 
sons.  Perry, 36, lives in Orlando 
and is engaged to Shannon 
Ullman and they plan to be married 
in October.  Rusty, 40, lives in Port 
St. Lucie is married to Jodi.  If you 
ask, I am sure Terry will show you a 
picture of their granddaughter 
Abby.  In fact, he will show you a 
picture if you don't ask.

Terry is telecommunications 
manager for Indian River County.  
Sue recently retired from the 
county and now works at Linus 
Cadillac and Buick.

Now for the Corvette stuff.  Terry 
still has their first Vette an 85 coupe 
which he drives to work and is 

being modified for the drag strip.  Vette number 2 is a 90 convertible which 
he drove to the 50th anniversary reunion in Bowling Green and Nashville.  It 
is in the process of being restored.  Sue drives number three, a 2000 
convertible, which she bought at a tent sale because of its color combo.

In his spare time Terry likes to boat, fish and do home improvements.  Terry 
plays a mean guitar in the church worship band.
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Terry conducting the first formation meeting
on July 16, 1999, in a parking lot.

Thank you,
Jim & Deryle

Nosey Nancy

Exotics and Sports Cars at 
Mc Kee Botanical Garden 

"The cars at this year's show will be 
2000 or later," said Wayne Sandlin, 
one of the directors on the board for 
the car show.  "We would like to have 
as many exotic cars as we can 
because so few people have seen 
these cars.” said Sandlin, who 
brought his 1965 Sunbeam Tiger. 
"There are no more Sunbeam Tigers” 

Some of the cars entered were the 
Lamborghini, Ford GT. 2004 Maserati 
Spyder Cambiocorsa, 2005 Honda 
S2000, 2004 Ferrari 360, 2008 
Ferrari 430, 2003 Aston Martin, 2003 
BMW Z8, 2005 Porsche Carrera GT, 
2005 Maserati MC12, 2009 Alfa 
Romeo 8C and a 2002 Jaguar XKR 
100 (limited edition) and last but 
certainly not least  Ro Bryant's 
orange Corvette.

I t  was real ly  a 
gorgeous day for an 
outdoor event. The 
temperature was a 
little on cool and 
breezy.  Lots of our 
c l u b  m e m b e r s  
stopped by to look 
and visit.  Some 
toured the garden 
and others mingled 
and talked to car owners. 

A return to the parking area had even 
more cars to look at that could have 
been in the car show.

Corvette is a Recommended Buy

According to Consumer Reports - the 2011 Corvette is a Recommended Buy, 
and Corvette Convertible had the lowest overall insurance losses of any car.  
Consumer Digest.com also named Corvette a Best Buy, noting:

"As it has for decades, the Corvette continues to deliver eye-opening 
performance, distinctive styling and a surprisingly comfortable ride.  All of this 
puts it in a class of its own.  Even at the Z06 level, the Corvettes dual 
personalitya splendid street car that is just as much at home on a race trackis 
unmatched for the money that you plunk down.  Some auto-industry critics 
have complained about the quality of the interior of this year's Corvettes, but 
we are less put off by it.  We found the bucket seats to be firm and supportive, 
and, even on long trips, the Corvette is a comfortable companion." 


