
Fall is in the air.  Some telling signs that the Autumn season has 
arrived is that our daytime temperatures are now in the 80's rather 
than the 90's, night temperatures dropping sometime into the low 
60's, and most importantly, more and more of our northern members 
migrating back to paradise for the winter.  Proof of that is for our last 
mystery dinner run, hosted by Frank and Connie Baudo, for the first 
time is several months we had over 30 members in attendance.  The 
place they chose, the Y-Not restaurant on US 1, provided a private 
room which easily seated the 34 members who enjoyed a great meal 
and a fun night.

Unfortunately, Cyn & I were unable to attend the November club outing.  We had 
several people and 3 horses renting our jump field starting at 10:00 that morning.  We 
expected that they would be done by noon at the latest, but they continued on until after 
2:00.  However, from what I've been told, everyone had a DOGgone good time.  Stan & 
Andie brought the guest of honor, their little doggie, who caused the picnic area to be 
relocated a short distance from the original spot.  This gave our activities committee 
some ideas for an event next year.

For anyone who missed the November general meeting, we are still having a Toys for 
Tots drive for some needy children.  Many members brought gifts to the meeting but 
donations from anyone not at the meeting would still be greatly appreciated.  This year 
especially there are more kids in need of something to make their Christmas a happy 
day to be remembered.  Anyone who would still like to help make this happen it is not 
too late.  Unwrapped toys in the $10.00 range can be brought to Hollyann Quina at the 
Indian River Federal Credit Union located at 2800 20th Street until December 15th.

I wish everyone happy Thanksgiving holidays and hope no one gets a belly ache from 
too much turkey or a foot ache from too much shopping on black Friday.

Louie
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From The Captain

Captainlouie@bellsouth.net
772-321-2378

2012 Officers
These are our elected offices for 2012

At the Board meeting in January, 
2012 the elected board will appoint 
the balance of the board which 
consist of Webmaster, Newsletter 
editor, Historian and Activities 
Director(s).

Anyone interested in applying for one 
of the appointed offices please 
contact Louie.  Speaking of Louie he 
automatically becomes the Officer At 
Large. 

Stan Smykowski

President
Andi Smykowski

Treasurer Secretary

Diane Bernardo
Vice President

RichSteinbach

 General Motors will build its 100-
millionth small-block engine on 
Tuesday, marking a milestone for the 
company.  Engine No. 100 million is 
headed for GM's historic collection.

Chevrolet introduced the small-block 
engine in 1955.  Since then, it has 
been used all over the world to power 
everything from passenger cars to 
boats to industrial machines.  
Currently Chevy, Cadillac and GMC 
use it in the United States while 
Vauxhall and Holden use it overseas.

The small-block program began in 
the years after World War II, when 
chief engineer Ed Cole transferred 
from Cadillac to Chevrolet.  Cole 
retained the design of the company's 
Stovebolt engine while decreasing 

weight and adding power. It was a 
better way to build engines, 
according to Chevy, that took 
advantage of streamlined production 
techniques.

"The small-block is the engine that 
brought high-performance to the 
people," said David Cole, founder 
and emeritus chairman of Center for 
Automotive Research, and Ed Cole's 
son.  "There is an elegant simplicity in 
its design that made it instantly great 
when new and enables it to thrive 
almost six decades later."

Chevy installed mechanical fuel 
injection starting in 1957 but 
discontinued the feature in the mid-
'60s. In the 1980s, electronically fuel-
injected engines debuted, including 

the famous 1985 Tuned Port Injection 
unit, some of which are still used 
today.

The pinnacle of the current 
generation of small-blocks resides in 
the friendly confines of the Corvette 
ZR1's engine bay.  It produces 638 hp 
and 604 lb-ft of torque.  That's a long 
way from its first application, when 
the engine delivered just 195 hp.

For the next generation of the small-
block, GM has invested more than $1 
billion in manufacturing facilities.  
The fifth-generation engine will 
feature direct injection to improve fuel 
economy but will still have 4.4-inch 
bore centers, a hallmark of the small-
block engine. 

GM builds 100-millionth small-block engine
By: Jake Lingeman  -  AutoWeek  -  11/29/11



1 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

10 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

24, 25, 26, or 27 - Thur - Sunday - Daytona Turkey Run 2011
Massive Car Show - Swap Meet - Car Corral

On the infield on the Daytona International Speedway

10 - Saturday - Annual Christmas Party

Check the WEB Calendar for details

COMING IN NOVEMBER

COMING IN DECEMBER
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October Dinner Cruise

Frank and Connie selected one of 
Vero Beach's new restaurants for this 
months cruise.  The Y not is located in 
the Treasure Coast Plaza.  There are 
several dining areas set up, bar 
areas, outdoor dining on the patio 
and even a window which is open to 
the sidewalk. Our group was seated 
in area away from the main dinning 
room.  I know that you will find it hard 
to believe that our group can be a little 
bit loud.

The Y Not did appetizers for us.  
Quite a nice selection and it kept us 
busy while all the orders were being 
prepared.  

It was a great choice, Frank and 
Connie.  Thanks for a fun evening!!



Page 3 November, 2011 Vol. 11  No. 11

T O Y S  F O R  T O T S  
COLLECTION

We are still collecting toys for tots.  
Since we will not have a meeting 
before Christmas please bring any 
toys to the Credit Union Monday 
through Friday and you can drop 
them off in the boxes inside the front 
door.  This year is one that the kids 
will be in the most need due to the 
economy.  If you have any questions 
call me. 772-465-5979  

Thanks to all for the help with this 
project.  All kids deserve to have a 
good Christmas.

Hollyann

DAYTONA, Fla.  Chevrolet unveiled 
its 2012 Corvette Daytona Prototype 
at Daytona International Speedway 
today.  The Corvette Daytona 
Prototype will make its competitive 
debut in the 50th anniversary of the 
GRAND-AM Road Racing Series 
Rolex 24 at Daytona from January 
26-29, 2012.

“Racing and performance are the 
founding principles of Chevrolet, and 
bringing the Corvette Daytona 
Prototype to GRAND-AM is a 
tremendous opportunity,” said Jim 
Campbell, Chevrolet vice president, 
P e r f o r m a n c e  Ve h i c l e s  a n d  
Motorsports.  “The opportunity for 
innovation is what makes the 
Daytona Prototype Class such a 
good fit for Chevrolet.

“Sports car and endurance racing is 
an outs tand ing p la t form for  
manufacturers like us to test and 
learn.  The design of this race car 
incorporates iconic Corvette styling 
cues and will be immediately 
recognized by sports car enthusiasts 
and fans of GRAND-AM Road 
Racing,” Campbell said. “We are 
excited to see the Corvette DP 
compete in the legendary Rolex 24 at 
Daytona next January.” 

“GRAND-AM's  new Day tona  
Prototype concept is aimed at 
allowing manufacturers to showcase 
their brand in an exciting, cutting-
edge fashion,” said GRAND-AM 
President Tom Bledsoe. “Chevrolet, 

with its new Corvette DP, has done 
just that.  The anticipation of seeing 
this new Daytona Prototype compete 
is building each and every day.  This 
announcement has immediate and 
far-reaching implications with the 
potential to change the face of sports 
car racing.”

Four teams will campaign the 
Corvette Daytona Prototype in 2012:  
No. 90 Spirit of Daytona Racing; No. 
10 SunTrust Racing; No. 99 
GAINSCO/Bob Stallings Racing, and 
the Nos. 5 and 9 Action Express 
Racing teams.

“The 2012 Corvette Daytona 
Prototype was developed by a multi-
faceted effort involving Chevrolet, 
Corvette Designers, Pratt & Miller 
and GRAND-AM. Chevrolet also 
worked closely with chassis builders 
Riley, Coyote and Dallara,” said Mark 
Kent, GM Racing director. “The IMSA 
GTP Corvette Prototype campaigned 
by Hendrick Motorsports in the '80s 
was the inspiration for this new 
Chevro le t  Corvet te  Daytona 
Prototype.  And, like the GTP 
Corvettes, the new Corvette Daytona 
Prototype contains numerous styling 
cues from the street version of the 
Chevrolet Corvette.” 

Corvette has a storied history of 
racing-related feats in Daytona. Zora 
Arkus-Duntov  the father of the 
Corvette and chief engineer working 
on the Corvette in the '50s and '60s  
set a flying-mile speed record of more 
than 150 miles per hour in a Corvette 
on Daytona Beach, one of a number 
of record runs on the beach for him.  
When Daytona In ternat iona l  
Speedway opened in 1959, Arkus-
Duntov turned the fastest laps  155 
miles per hour  in a Corvette SS. 

More recently, in 2001, a Corvette 
driven by Ron Fellows, Johnny 
O'Connell, Chris Kneifel and Franck 
Freon was the overall winner in the 
Daytona 24-hour.  Another Corvette 
finished fourth that year, with Dale 
Earnhardt Sr., Dale Earnhardt Jr., 
Andy Pilgrim and Kelly Collins.

Chevrolet Unveils 2012 Corvette Daytona Prototype
Chevrolet Press Release - 11/15/11 MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays for November
Connie Baudo November 19
Frank Baudo November 28

Birthdays for November
Jack Yolinsky December 2

Cyn Seo December 7
Shari Chila December 9

Camillo Stefanacci December 16
Louie Seo December 19

Bonnie Porter December 20
Judy Gallagher December 25

Birthdays for December
Ro Bryant January 14

Stan Smykowski January 18
Lynda Nixon January 20
Paul Kovac January 30
Pat Lucarclli January 31

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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The name Corvette Racing brings high 
expectations no matter the track or the 
race.  The 2011 American Le Mans Series 
presented by Tequila Patrón season was 
no exception, even as the popular squad 
worked to develop its two new Corvette 
C 6 . R s  t o  o p e r a t e  a t  m a x i m u m  
performance within GT rules.  Doug 
Fehan, Corvette Racing program manager, 
shares how the team held onto a 'never 
give up' attitude while searching for race 
wins.

ALMS: Corvette Racing came up shy 
of a GT Championship in 2011, but 
what great things did the team 
accomplish and take away from this 
season?

Fehan: Clearly, our seventh victory at 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans. That really 
ranks as a season highlight.  I think 
we demonstrated that from a team 
perspective based on experience, 
confidence and strategy that 
although the ALMS championship 
eluded us, we were still a formidable 
program and led the way for the 
American teams over there.

ALMS: What was the greatest 
challenge facing the team this 
season?

Fehan: The greatest challenge was 
collecting as much data on the new 
car as we possibly could at each 
venue, all the while knowing that 
doing it in a racing environment had 
the potential to deliver results below 
your expectations.  There were 
guesses made and chances taken, 
but that is how you develop a new car.  
The guys did an amazing job all year.  
They cont inuously presented 
themselves and the team in a 
professional and championship 
manner.  The fans have come to 
expect that attitude, and that is why 
we have the strongest fan base in the 
series.

ALMS: Which race personified the 
Corvette spirit?

Fehan: The 24 Hours of Le Mans. 
Look at our mantra - never give up 
and take no prisoners.  We had that 
race pretty well in hand when, second 
year in a row, we had an accident 
knock out the lead car.  We had the 
second car running a lap down, but 
we knew we had a lot of time.  We did 

our usual thing and based on 
experience we dedicated all our crew 
members, all our strategy, all our 
engineers on that one car.  We 
brought it from a lap down to victory 
lane.  That personifies what Corvette 
racing is all about.

ALMS: How do you think Tommy 
Milner jelled with the team in his first 
season with Corvette Racing?

Fehan: I think he did quite well in his 
first year.  When you're a member of 
Corvette Racing it goes well beyond 
what you demonstrate on the race 
track.  How well you deal with the 
media and how well you interface 
with our fans is of equal importance.  I 
think he did a marvelous job in 
acquainting himself with our fans.  
They embraced him and they 
enjoyed his performance at Le Mans.  
I think [Milner's 24 Hours of Le Mans 
performance] galvanized his position 
within the team.  He continues to 
grow from a driver's perspective.  He 
knows he's got some things to work 
on and he's dedicated himself to 
doing that.  He knows he's going to 
get better.  We know he's going to get 
better, and we envision him having a 
long tenure with this team.  He's got 
all the skills required to be a Corvette 
driver and as I said that extends well 
beyond the race track.

ALMS: What will the team be working 
on in the offseason?

Fehan: We just returned from two 
days at Road Atlanta.  We had the 
new wide-body car, which looked 
very promising and we're excited 
about that.  That's what we'll be 
f o c u s i n g  o n ;  d e v e l o p i n g  a  
performance level that will allow us to 
compete with the fastest cars.

ALMS REWIND: CORVETTE RACING

www.AmericanLeMans.com - 11/6/11

GT powerhouse triumphed at Le Mans, finished second in GT championship

The picnic was a blast.  Great food, 
great weather, fabulous cars and fun 
friends.  It doesn't get any better.

Wayne Sandlin made a suggestion 
that we expand the event to include a 
club car show, then Eva and he did all 
the work to make it happen.  We had 
a People's Favorite car contest and 
the guy with the killer 63' split window 
fueline won.  Not fair, you cannot 
show up with that car and lose.  
Congrats Eva and Wayne Sandlin on 
a great job.  They took home the 
plaque they provided for the winner.

In fact, let's do it next year and each 
year thereafter.  And let's expand it.  
Cars and Pets?

Two-thousand-eleven had many 
members help the act iv i t ies 
committee.  The dinners, gifts, well 
wishes and sharing made our job 
special.

Thank you and Happy Holidays
Your Activities Committee

DAN'S PICNIC REPORT


