
FROM THE PREZ

CARMATUDE

It's that time of the 
year to be more 
t h a n k f u l  t h a n  
usual. So many 
positive things are 
he re - - -Au tumn,  
new cars, smiling 
new members and 
people that are 
willing to step up and help.

I want to thank the latter. The 
nominating committee had a super 
response to their inquiries and we are 
blessed with a slate of new leaders. 
The committee rocked and the 
members rolled. Thanks to all.

Plans are on course for another 
wonderful Christmas party. Frankie 
and Connie have done another fine 
job. Get you party suits ready. 

Greg Butcher's surgery was a 
success and he and Beth are 
recovering. 

Vettely sincerely yours,

ZoRo

p.s. Remember, tis better to be a 
fountain and not a drain.
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Joe & Diane Bernardo
Curt & Barbara Randolph

Marino & Arlene Silva

Birthdays for September
Jim Pagano September 2
Bob Dunne September 2
Larry Nixon September 7
Jerry Brock September 11

John Trimpe, Jr. September 13
Dale Warrington September 20

Shelagh Ancil September 26

Birthdays for October
Steve Overly October 1
Judi Overly October 4
Jan Pagano October 9

Melinda Myers October 19
Renae Brock October 20

Judi Wisniewski October 22
Tom Quina October 26

Barbara Randolph October 27

Happy Birthday to everyone!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Elections Are Coming

Officers Needed!

We are a club that runs by itself.  But, 
we do need officers to blame things 
on or spread rumors about.  We have 
four elected officers; President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary, 
plus four appointed officers, Activities 
Director(s), Newsletter Editor, Web 
Master, and Historian.  The out-going 
President serves as the Officer-at-
Large to make up the 9 member 
Board of Directors.  The good thing 
about being an officer is that we meet 
only 6 times a year and after the 
meeting we go eat.  Please consider 
running for or volunteering for an 
office. 

 The schedule for the election: 

þOctober Meeting:  Nominations 
are closed.

þNovember Meeting:  Elections. 
If Needed.

þDecember Holiday Party:  
Elected Officers Installed

þJanuary Board Meeting:  
Appointment of the rest of the 
Board.

We are glad to 
report that Greg 
Butcher is back 
from Shan's and 
recovering from 
his surgery.  Dan 
Bryant was not in 
a fight, although 
he has two black eyes and reports his 
eye surgery was very successful.  
Judi Wisniewski is also on the mend 
from her surgery.  

We have had email from Betty 
Skelton Erdy and she has had 
serious neck surgery and is 
recuperating at home.  More news to 
follow on this.

I hope all are feeling better at this 
time.  If anyone was left out please let 
me know.  I hope everyone will make 
it to the next event.

Hollyann

SUNSHINE REPORT

Remember to save Saturday, December 11th for the

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
You must be in attendance to attend  (Ro’s Rule}



7 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

10 - Friday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Stan & Andi 

1 - 3 - Fri - Sun - Vette Fest V
In honor of Elvis' 75th Birthday

Old Town, FL

2 - Sat - Petit Le Mans
Road Atlanta - Braselton, GA

Large Corvette Corel - Corvette Factory Racing Teams

14 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

10 - Sun - Corvettes on the Beach
Sponsored by Flagler County Corvettes 

Flagler Beach, FL 

16 - Sat - Vettes on the Avenue VIII
Sponsored by the Space Coast Corvette Club

In beautiful Old Downtown Melbourne 

23 - Sat - Bay Area Corvette Club's Annual Corvette Show
Sponsored by Dimmitt Chevrolet

Clearwater, FL 

26 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Frank & Connie 

Check the WEB Calendar for details

COMING IN September

COMING IN October
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August Mystery Dinner
Cruise

Our August dinner cruise was led by 
some of our favorite people, Bob and 
Nan Dunne.  After some health 
problems they are both as good as 
new.  It was a great evening.

Their restaurant choice was the 
Dockside Grill over at The Point.  
They have a very comfortable dinning 
room for a large group.  The menu is 
a full selection menu with loads of 
seafood and great specials.  All the 
plates that were presented made you 
feel like you might have ordered the 
wrong thing until your own food 
arrived.  

Very special prizes were given.  Bob 
and Nan had personalized bottles of 
wine which said: Indian River 
Corvette Club compliments of Bob 
Dunne.  The wine came from a 
winery in their hometown in Ohio.  
What a great surprise.

Thanks Bob and Nan for all the effort 
and a great evening!
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By DALE JEWETT  AutoWeek 9/10/10

There's an all-new Corvette coming 
in about three years.  Why should you 
care now?  You care, or should, 
because history shows that the final 
two to three model years of each  
Corvette generation gives us some of 
the best, most-refined two-seaters to 
wear the crossed-flags emblem.  And 
so it is with this 2011 example, fitted 
with the Grand Sport upgrade--which 
should be mandatory for buyers not 
stepping up to the Z06 or ZR1 Vettes, 
in my humble opinion.  

Among the Grand Sport upgrades are 
beefy disc brakes with cross-drilled 
rotors, wider front and rear fenders to 
cover a wider track (but also to deliver 
a meaner look), and front and rear 
fascia adopted from the Z06.  A key 
addition for 2011 is the availability of 
t h e  M a g n e t i c  R i d e  C o n t r o l  
suspension system.  The system 
uses magnetorheological fluid in the 
shocks to stiffen or soften the 
dampers within milliseconds.  A knob 
on the center console lets you choose 
between Touring (for a silky smooth 
grand-touring ride) and Sport (firmer 
for more aggressive driving, but it 
won't beat up your backside).  The 
Magnetic Ride Control mates 
perfectly with the stiff, hydroformed 
steel spaceframe that debuted on the 
C5 Corvette in 1997 to create a solid 
platform that soaks up road 
imperfections with the precision of a 
surgeon yet still pulls 1g turns.  

With years of refinement for the C6, 
this car fits like a long-loved baseball 
glove.  The clutch weighting finds the 
sweet spot between too light and too 
heavy.  The shift lever falls right 
where my hand wants it and runs 
through the gears with moderate 
pressure, at most.  Even the gear 
noise from the transaxle has been 
quieted to the point where it's 
imperceptible with the radio off and 

the windows up.  

The 6.2-liter V8 pulls strongly under 
wide-open throttle, sending all 430 hp 
to the rear wheels.  It may be the 
lowest output of the Corvette engine 
lineup, but the big thrust is seemingly 
endless.  And it only gets better when 
the tach hits 3,400 rpm, the dual-
mode exhaust opens up for 6 hp more 
and the roar makes your body tingle.  
Yet this powertrain is flexible--it's 
easy to tour around town in fifth gear, 
pulling barely more than 1,000 rpm 
on the tach and hearing the bass 
burble from out back while racking up 
23 mpg or more.

And don't let anyone tell you a 
Corvette convertible can't be a daily 
driver. This one easily handled a 
triple-digit bottom line Costco run 
without forcing my copilot to share 
her seat with a box of anything.  I'm in 
lust.  I'm in love with this car, too.  But 
lust is the better description because 
I'm smitten to the point of looking past 
flaws.

The full-zoot LT4 package on this car 
brings some good hardware--
telescoping steering wheel and the 
Bose sound system, to name two.  
But it wraps the interior in a two-tone 
black and tan leather treatment that's 
not pleasing to the eye in either color 
or the large grain of the leather.  Our 
tester was painted in the new-for-
2011 Inferno Orange (a $300 option), 
which is as close as Chevy has come 
to replicating the orange on Corvettes 
from the 1960s and '70s (I briefly 
owned a '77 painted in Corvette 
Orange.) But the cashmere-colored 
folding top doesn't blend well with this 
tint or the color of the interior trim. If I 
could succumb to nostalgia, I'd order 
my orange Vette with the black top 
and an all-black interior.  Speaking of 
the top, checking the 4LT box (or 3LT 

or 2LT) forces you to accept the 
power folding mechanism.  The 
action is simplified--turn a handle at 
the center of the windshield header 
and press a rocker switch to the left of 
the steering wheel.  But the top won't 
budge if you simply unlatch it and 
press the button--you need to push 
the top away from the windshield 
before the motors will start to whirr.  
There's no warning outside the 
owner's manual on this little trick.  
Makes me wish Chevy would let me 
choose to go with the manual folding 
top on something other than the 
ground-level Grand Sport.

Which brings me to the one last point-
-the price.  Holy cow! I don't expect 
Chevy to just give away something 
this good--I'm one of the first around 
here to brag about the Corvette's 
bang-for-the-buck goodness--but 76 
grand feels mighty steep.  This car 
rolls with $16,000 in options loaded 
on the sticker.  There have to be 
some things you could throw 
overboard--the nav unit with its 
archaic interface, the head-up 
display and some other minor 
niceties--to get this sticker back down 
into the $60s, which might make for a 
tougher choice when compared with 
something equally fun, such as an 
Audi S5 or a Nissan 370Z convertible. 

2011 Chevrolet Corvette Grand Sport

!Base Price: $59,550

!As Tested: $76,230

!Drivetrain: 6.2-liter V8; RWD, six-
speed manual

!Output: 436 hp @ 5,900 rpm, 428 
lb-ft @ 4,600 rpm

!Curb Weight: 3,298 lb

!Fuel Economy (city/highway): 
16/26 mpg 

2011 Chevrolet Corvette Grand Sport, What I drove last night!
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WARREN, Mich.  General Motors 
Co. will introduce a new greenhouse 
gas- f r iend ly  a i r -cond i t ion ing  
refrigerant in 2013 Chevrolet, Buick, 
GMC and Cadillac models in the U.S. 
that keeps vehicle interiors as cool as 
today while reducing heat-trapping 
gases in the atmosphere by more 
than 99 percent.

The biggest benefit of the new 
refrigerant, (HFO-1234yf) supplied 
by Honeywell, is that it breaks down 
faster in the atmosphere than the 
refrigerant currently used (R-134a).  
On average, R-134a refrigerant has 
an atmospheric life of more than 13 
years, giving it a global warming 
potential (GWP) of over 1,400.  

By comparison, the new refrigerant 
lingers in the atmosphere for just 11 
days and has a GWP of only 4, a 99.7 
percent improvement.  GWP is a 
value used to compare different 
greenhouse gases that trap heat in 
the atmosphere.  The base 
measurement for GWP is relative to 
that of carbon dioxide (CO2). 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency awards regulatory credit for 
the  improved env i ronmenta l  
performance of the new refrigerant, 
which helps GM meet the overall 
requirements of the EPA's new motor 
vehicle greenhouse gas regulations.  
The new regulation requires an 
overall 40 percent improvement in 
overall U.S. fleet average vehicle fuel 
economy by 2016.  The use of HFO-
1234yf will help GM vehicles 
significantly exceed its targets under 
the new regulations.

“GM's decision to adopt this new 
refrigerant is additional proof of our 
commitment to be on the forefront of 

green technologies that will keep our 
planet healthy for our children and 
grand-children,” said Mike Robinson, 
GM vice president of Environment, 
Energy and Safety Policy.  “It's not 
just about meeting regulatory 
r e q u i r e m e n t s ;  i t ' s  a b o u t  
environmental leadership and GM 
plans to lead in developing new 
technologies that will take the vehicle 
out of the environmental debate.” 
Said Terrence Hahn, vice president 
and general manager for Honeywell 
Fluorine Products:  “We're pleased 
that GM is taking the lead in choosing 
HFO-1234yf, a refrigerant that has a 
lower impact on global warming.  This 
is another example of how Honeywell 
is developing innovative new 
environmental and energy-efficient 
solutions to meet our customers' 
current and future needs.”

About General Motors: General 
Motors, one of the world's largest 
automakers, traces its roots back to 
1908.  With its global headquarters in 
Detroit, GM employs 205,000 people 
in every major region of the world and 
does business in some 157 
countries.  GM and its strategic 
partners produce cars and trucks in 
31 countries, and sell and service 
these vehicles. GM's largest national 
market is the United States, followed 
by China, Brazil, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, and Italy.  
GM's OnStar subsidiary is the 
industry leader in vehicle safety, 
security and information services.  
General Motors acquired operations 
from General Motors Corporation on 
July 10, 2009, and references to prior 
periods in this and other press 
materials refer to operations of the 
old General Motors Corporation.

Unlike HFCs and CFCs which take 
generations to decompose, HFO-
1234yf does not accumulate in the 
atmosphere creating long-term 
issues.  A short atmospheric lifetime 
means  l ess  impac t  on  t he  
environment. HFO-1234yf is highly 
stable in the compressor system of 
an air conditioner, and, if it escapes, 
will not persist in the environment." 
Graphic courtesy of Honeywell.

GM First to Market Greenhouse Gas-Friendly Air 
Conditioning Refrigerant in U.S.

Great News

The  Nomina t i on  Commi t t ee  
appointed at the September meeting 
has found three members that have 
volunteered as candidates to fill the 
elected offices for next year.

They are

 Louie Seo - President

Stan Smykowski - Vice President

Andi Smykowski - Treasurer

They are still looking for someone to 
be Secretary.  The Secretary takes 
minutes of Board and General 
membership meetings.  Several 
years ago the club adopted a very 
simple MINUTES RECORDING 
FORM.

It is check the boxes and fill in the 
blank form and is so simple that even 
Tom has taken the minutes several 
time in the last couple of years.

If anyone is interested in being on the 
Board of Directors and taking the 
minutes please contact anyone on 
the Nominating Committee.

Tom Quina  –  519-2748
Dick Cantner  –  299-4510
Stan Smykowski  –  918-8751
Frank Baudo  –  299-5742
are the Nominating Committee 
members for this year.  


