
FROM THE PREZ
NEW CARMA TO BREW

Our hiatus is here. Carma lives in us 
all.  May you use 
this time to travel, 
heal your spirit and 
share your inner 
Carma.

Shout out and give 
us all a chance to 
enjoy a meal, listen 
to music or see a 
play.  I'm going to 
work my garden in Alabama, help my 
Dad in Aripeka and look forward to 
our next meeting in September.

Carma can take an ugly turn.  Just 
look at the rear of Cayenne; 
remember the Aztec and watch any 
Audi drive by. You will need the 
comfort found in the lines of a Vette 
when you do this exercise.  Cars are 
just like people.  When you 
experience an ugly bum hole of a 
person, take comfort in your family 
and friends. It's like rubbing a Vette.

News is good for GM.  They showed 
a substantial profit for the first quarter.  
It's quite impressive that you can 
accumulate debt, screw your 
bondholders, stockholders and end 
up making money.  With that said, 
where is the C7?

Our daughter Heather shared a cute 
story with us from where she teaches 
school.  The school cafeteria had an 
equipment breakdown and peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches were 
handed out instead of the hot meal.  
After lunch one of Heather's first 
graders came up to her and 
announced, "Finally, we got a home-
cooked meal." 

We should all look at the world 
t h r o u g h  p e a n u t  b u t t e r  a n d  
jelly!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Stan and Andi, and Harry and Linda, 
in their time of loss. 

Always Vetting,
ZoRo
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Neumann & Diane Marlett

Birthdays for May
Anthony Chila May 8

John Ferro May 12
Dick Cantner May 14

Sue Smith May 14
Mike Wisniewski May 16

Nan Dunne May 26
Frank Casano May 31

Birthdays for June
Nancy Murray June 19
Beth Butcher June 22
Jim Peabody June 24

Betty Skelton Erde June 28

Happy Birthday to everyone!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

I s  o u r  s o u r c e  f o r  c l u b  
embroidering. You can choose 
from 3 different club logos. See 
Andy or Heidi at their showroom 
790 15th Place, off U.S. #1, or call 
567-8337.

Some 2005 and 2006 
Chevrolet Corvettes are set 
to be recalled
AutoWeek - By GREG MIGLIORE  - 05/04/10

Add the mighty Chevrolet Corvette to 
the list of recalled cars.

General Motors is recalling some 
2005 and 2006 models for a steering-
column problem. About 40,000 cars 
produced between March 2004 and 
January 2006 could be affected.

The problem is that repeated 
movement of the tilt-and-telescoping 
steering column could cause a signal 
interruption, resulting in a warning 
message appearing and the brakes 
coming on.  This could make the 
sports car pull to the right or the left.  If 
the driver doesn't respond, a crash 
could occur, NHTSA said.  The recall 
was expected to begin on April 30, 
and dealers will repair the Vettes free 
of charge.  

SUMMER SCHEDULE  
June starts the time of the year 
when vacations, the heat, or visits 
from the Grandkids, causes our 
attendance to fall off.  Because of 
this we are suspending the 
General Membership Meetings for 
June, July and August.  If you have 
any important business the club 
should look into these 3 months, 
please, call Ro or any board 
member.

The Mystery Dinner Cruises will 
continue on the last Tuesday of 
every month.

Don't forget the SHOUT OUTS. If 
you have some place to go or 
something to do and would like to 
invite the rest of the club, just sent 
a SHOUT OUT via the Yahoo 
eGroup.  Include you name and 
phone number so members can let 
you know they are going to attend.



1 - Saturday - Corvettes on the Circle
St Armands Circle, Sarasota Florida

Hosted by Skyway Corvette Club

13 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

25 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Terry & Sue

27 - Thursday - U.S. Navy Band "CRUISERS"
7:00 PM - Sunrise Theater, Fort Pierce

Free tickets - Email Beth at Vette8lvr@aol.com

NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.

29 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Louis & Cyn

Check the WEB Calendar for details

COMING IN May

COMING IN June
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MAY DINNER CRUISE

Dave and Melinda  Meyers were our 
hosts for the April dinner cruise.  
However, Melinda was working out of 
town, Dave did a great job of 
soldiering on alone.  They worked 
out a fill in the blank question sheet 
for everyone to fill in on the way to 
dinner.  You had to find the missing 
word on buildings and signs along 
the way.  Sue Smith was the winner 
and received a gift certificate to our 
dest inat ion,  SQUID LIBS in 
Sebastian.

It was a great evening, the water was 
gorgeous, a nice breeze, full raising 
and lots of conversation.  As for the 
food some items are better than 
others.  

Thanks goes out to Dave for his 
effort, Melinda we missed you
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Got this from the Museum 
website.

Freya was driving her Chevrolet 
Corvette home in New Mexico when 
she saw an elderly Apache woman 
walking along the side of the road.  
She stopped the car and asked the 
woman if she would like a lift?

With a silent nod, the woman climbed 
into the car.  Freya tried in vain to 
make conversation with the Apache 
woman.

The old Apache looked closely at 
everything she saw, studying every 
little detail, until she noticed a red gift 
bag on the seat next to Freya

'What's in the bag?' asked the old 
woman.

'It's a Corvette shirt that I got for my 
husband.'

The Apache woman was silent for 
another minute or two.  Then 
speaking with the quiet wisdom of an 
elder, she said, 'Good trade.'

Direct Injection And E85 
Capability Coming To 
Corvette, CTS-V
Viknesh Vijayenthiran  April 28th, 2010

April 28th, 2010 General Motors LS 
series of V-8 engines currently enjoy 
the status of being one of the most 
popular powerplant designs in 
history, appearing in models all 
across the globe and available in 
several different variations.  To 
ensure the engine's viability in a world 
of t ighter fuel economy and 
emissions regulations, GM is 
investing more than $890 million to 
produce a new generation of fuel 
efficient truck and car engines and in 
the process also create or retain 

more than 1,600 jobs.

The next generation small block 
engine family will have improved fuel 
efficiency through direct injection and 
an all-new advanced combustion 
system design.  The new engine 
family will rely exclusively on 
aluminum engine blocks, which are 
lighter and contribute to the improved 
fuel efficiency.  In addition to being 
E85 ethanol capable, these engines 
are being designed with the capability 
to meet increasingly stringent criteria 
emissions standards expected 
throughout this decade.

The current fourth-generation of 
small block engines can be found in 
models such as the Chevrolet 
Corvette, Cadillac CTS-V and the 
GMC Yukon.  Specifics about the 
new engine capabilities as well as 
product applications will be shared at 
a later date.

Ron Fellows scores World 
Challenge GT win in race 
two at Mosport
AutoWeek 05/23/10

The “Mayor of Mosport” ruled once 
again on Sunday, as sports-car 
stalwart Ron Fellows won the SCCA 
World Challenge GT race at Mosport 
International Raceway.  John 
Heinricy, the former director of 
General Motors' Performance 
Division, and Robert Stout captured 
the GTS class and Touring Car wins, 
respectively.

Starting second in the No. 2 Carlisle 
C o m p a n i e s / C r a g a r  W h e e l s  
Chevrolet Corvette, Fellows stalked 
and eventually moved past polesitter 
and early leader Randy Pobst.  
Fellows won by 2.441 seconds, 
averaging 103.972 mph in the 30-lap, 
73.77-mile race.

Fellows missed Saturday's opening 
half of the Mosport World Challenge 
doubleheader due to his appearance 
at a special Corvette Racing legends 
gathering at Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca.  But he was able to 
place his Corvette second on the 
grid. 

By lap 15, Fellows then had the inside 
line for the downhill second corner, 
solidifying the lead.

From there, Fellows slowly pulled out 
a gap to capture his fourth World 
Challenge win and third at Mosport 
International Raceway.

Chevrolet has built a 2011 Corvette 
Z06 painted in the traditional white 
and blue American racing colors 
carried by the Corvettes 50 years 
ago.  The one of a kind Corvette 
Z06 will be sold at auction to 
benefit the National Corvette 
Museum.

Chevrolet Honors Corvette 
Le Mans 50th Anniversary

One of the ways that Corvette proves 
it is a world-class sports car is by 
racing in the world's most famous 
race, and winning it class.  No team 
has enjoyed more success at Le 
Mans than Corvette Racing, winner of 
six GTS/GT1 class titles since 2001.

This will be the 50th Anniversary of 
Corvette Le Mans Racing.  This 24-
hour race is the premier race of the 
year. 

As the teams and cars make the 
transatlantic journey to France to 
continue the racing heritage that has 
made the Corvette what it is today the 
excitement and challenge continues.

It is an honor for Chevrolet to salute 
the men and machines that have 
contributed to Corvette's racing 
heritage at Le Mans since 1960.  
Corvettes racecars from 1960 to the 
new 2011 Vette will be on display.  The 
Corvettes will be racing the original 
blue and white paint colors from the 
1960 race.

Read the original article in the June 
addition of the newsletter.
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While no one disputes the skill and 
bravery of those behind the wheel of 
today's Corvette C6.R Le Mans 
racecars, technology certainly 
shares the driver's seat.

Things were much different a half 
century ago, as evidenced by the 
retelling of early Corvette ventures to 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 
ceremonies honoring those men and 
machines during the American Le 
Mans Series event this weekend at 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca.

On hand were one of the three 1960 
Corvettes entered by Briggs 
Cunningham in Chevy's first visit to 
the fabled French endurance race, a 
1967 Sting Ray coupe raced by Dick 
Guldstrand and Bob Bondurant.. 
Also present was a 1969 Greenwood 
Corvette that was part of the BFG 
Lifesaver Radials effort in 1973.  
Gullstrand and Dr. Dick Thompson, 
who piloted the No. 2 1960 on display 
(now owned by Bruce Meyers), 
represented the human element of 
racing--and they were clearly the 
show's stars.  Not only for their lucid 
and entertaining recall of events, but 
especially after contemporary 
Corvette racers Ron Fellows and 
Johnnie O'Connell presented their 
driving impressions after a few laps in 
the vintage race machines.

But first, a little Corvette at Le Mans 
history lesson:  Unlike today's factory 
effort, the early cars were ostensibly 
private entries, though legendary 
Corvette engineering genius and 
godfather Zora Arkus-Duntov was on 
hand to mastermind operations; he 
was even listed as a reserve driver in 
1960.  He did not drive, although he 
had class wins in 1954 and 1955 in a 
Porsche.  Cunningham's cars--283-
cubic-inch fuel-injected V8s--were 
basically production models with 
beefed up suspension, driving lights, 
oil coolers, knock-off mag wheels 
and 37-gallon fuel tanks with quick-
fill gas caps.  Thompson's car, 
shared with Fred Windridge, expired 
at the 20-hour mark, but the No. 3 of 
John Fitch/Bob Grossman finished 

first in class and 8th overall. 

“They handled well and were good at 
top speed [160 mph],” the 90-year-
old Thompson, known as the Flying 
Dentist, explained. “As long as we 
had brakes we could do very well.”  
Asked how long he “had brakes,” 
Thompson said, “about halfway 
through the race.”  So how did he 
slow down?   “Downshift, but we got 
too enthusiastic and that's why the 
engine broke.”  This weekend, 
Fellows drove the No. 2 car and said, 
by comparison to modern Corvette 
racing machines, “the only thing 
familiar was the sound of the V8 at 
startup.  I gained instant respect for 
[someone] going anything over 100 
mph.  They were hugely brave guys.  
I got both of them to sign one of my 
helmets.  Sitting in that car I got a 
sustained set of goose bumps; to sit 
in a part of motorsports history that 
was also a Corvette.”

“Damn thing wouldn't go under 70 
because of the gearing and it had 
loud pipes,” reported Guldstrand.  
“So word got out and as we rolled on 
more and more people were on the 
side of the road.  When we got 
Chartres, there was a gendarme 
standing on a box.  I could see his 
eyes open wide, we nearly blew him 
off his box, [and] he snapped off a 
[military] salute.”

But the race's scrutineers weren't as 
impressed:  The car was 300 pounds 
under weight, so the team flew parts 
over to France be hastily attached.  
“We had to take the advertising off, 
too,” he said. 

While the car was fast, nearly 180 
mph down the Mulsanne Straight, 
brakes--by then discs and not drums 
like the 1960 cars--were still an 
issue.  Speaking of the Mulsanne, 
Guldstrand's first flat-out run down 
the famous straight, which was only 
interrupted in those days by what 
Bondurant had described to him as a 
“kink,” resulted in an interesting pit 
stop.  “At 170 mph, that kink was a 
corner.  I slid the car through it and 
stopped at the pit.  They said, 'Why'd 
you come in?' and I told them 
because of the Mulsanne stain in my 
shorts.”  Unfortunately, about 
midway through the race, while 
comfortably leading their class, the 
engine expired. 

Today, O'Connell described the car 
as a “beast.”  “There is no other word 
for it. It has a mega monster cam that 
just goes full-on.  It does just one 
thing, go fast in a straight line.  It took 
an incredible amount of strength just 
to steer the thing.  These guys were 
the cowboys of their time,” he added 
respectfully.

O'Connell would like to see the older 
racers get a chance to drive the 
current cars to appreciate what he 
calls the “athleticism” and see how 
what they started has developed. 

As for the good dentist, when asked if 
he could give the new car a run for 
the money in his old steed, he smiled 
and said, “be fun to try.” 

Corvette Racing salutes 2 iron men: Dr. Dick Thompson and Dick Guldstrand
AutoWeek - By PATRICK C. PATERNIE - 05/23/10

Corvette Racing driver Ron 
Fellows gets a helmet signed by 
former Corvette drivers Dr. Dick 
Thompson and Dick Guldstrand.

Duntov along when Dana Chevrolet a 
Los Angeles dealership, entered a 
427-cubic inch, 560-hp coupe in 1967 
for Guldstrand and Bondurant.  Again 
fairly stock, but bumpers and other 
trim had been deleted to shave 
weight. Unlike today's small army of 
technicians, other than the drivers, 
there were only four crewmembers 
along for the ride back then.  And no 
trailer. Guldstrand and Bondurant 
barreled along on narrow roads to go 
from Orly-Paris airport to Le Mans. 


