
SUMMER THYME, 
SUMMER THYME,
FUN TIME!!!!
FROM THE PREZ

'Thank You' to Steve and Judi for our 
pre-4th of July Mystery Dinner 
Cruise.  The driver 
in my group got 
lost driving in a 
circle, but he did 
f igure  out  the  
anagram.  It was 
good to see lots of 
c l u b  m e m b e r s  
venture out with 
t h r e a t e n i n g  
weather.

July is blueberry pickin' time.  Did you 
know that blueberries are one of the 
few fruits that keep all their nutritional 
value even when frozen?  Now we 
need a cocktail recipe for blueberry & 
____________.

In closing I have found a quote from 
the new senator from Wisconsin, Al 
Franken.  “Mistakes are a part of 
being human. Appreciate your 
mistakes for what they are: precious 
life lessons that can only be learned 
the hard way. Unless it's a fatal 
mistake, which, at least, others can 
learn from.”  Wisconsin elected this 
guy!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Ride with pride!

Vetterly Sincere,

ZoRo

P.S. If you haven't heard Michael 
Jackson died.

I s  o u r  s o u r c e  f o r  c l u b  
embroidering. You can choose 
from 3 different club logos. See 
Andy or Heidi at their showroom 
790 15th Place, off U.S. #1, or call 
567-8337.

Our favorite meeting place and 
your one stop for all your 
catering needs.  Call Curt at 772 
562-9194, 737 22nd St., Vero 
Beach, FL.

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for July

Syl LaRocca July 11
David Ancil July 16

Denver Sperry July 17
Jim Gallagher July 26
Harry Fallon July 26

Dr. Allan Erde July 30
Jim Hunt July 30

Eva Sandlin July 31

Birthdays for August
Ann Peabody August 6

Claudia Woodhouse August 10
Georgia Irish August 14

Fran Kamberger August 17
Karen Atwell August 23

Harry Woodhouse August 23
Crystal Hofford August 26
Greg Butcher August 27

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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Most successful team in the history of 
the American Le Mans Series 
embarking on unique two-class 
championship challenge in 2009. … It 
begin with three-race final run with its 
dominating C6.R GT1 entry at 
Sebring, Long Beach and then on a 
mission where they reclaimed GT1 
class honors at Le Mans. … New Pratt 
& Miller Corvette GT2 C6.R to debut at 
Mid-Ohio.  Latest Corvette entry will 
join ranks already populated by BMW, 
Dodge Viper, Jaguar, Ferrari, Ford 
GT, Panoz and Porsche. … Two-car 
factory effort will continue pioneering 
effort by campaigning on cellulosic 
E85 as it enhances the Series' 
platform of alternative fuels. … 
Winner of the last eight GT1 
championships, Corvette Racing 
owns a record 74 class wins, 53 1-2 
team finishes and swept all 23 rounds 
in 2007 and 2008 seasons. … Stable 
of drivers has excelled on the 
international sports car racing stage 
with a combined 14 American Le 
Mans Series championships, 17 Le 
Mans victories and 23 class triumphs 
at Sebring. … Working in conjunction 
with GM Racing engineers, Pratt & 
Miller is responsible for construction, 
testing, development and trackside 
support for Corvette Racing.

NEXT EVENT

Acura Sports Car Challenge at the 
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, on 
August 6-8. The two-hour, 45-minute 
race is scheduled to start at 2:10 p.m. 
ET on Saturday, August 8. The race 
will be televised same-day tape-
delayed on NBC at 4 p.m. ET.

New Era For Corvette Racing

We have changed our minds. We will 
not be going on the Corvette 
Caravan.  After much thought and a 
lot of reading we found that most of 
the museum events are already full. 
The factory is shut down, problems 
with restaurants being closed, and 
parking near the museum will also be 
a problem. (Park your Vette at the 
college and wait to ride a tram.)

None of us do waiting lines very well. 

We are going to the Road Atlanta 
race instead. This will be the first 
endurance race (10 hours) for 
Corvette in the GT2 class.  It is 
September 26th. Road Atlanta is 
about 40 miles northeast of Atlanta; 
we will be staying in Commerce, GA, 
which is two exits from the track. 
There are two huge shopping 
centers, any kind of restaurant you 
want and more. The winery and 
Château are near the track and a 
great place to visit.

If you would like to go watch the 
Corvettes race with us, give me a 
call.

Hollyann & Tom
Ro & Dan
Cyn & Louie

NEWS FLASH - - - - -



10 - Friday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer regular membership meeting

at Culinary Capers will be suspended for June, July and August.
Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Out will still go on. 

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Tony & Shari

14 - Friday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer regular membership meeting

at Culinary Capers will be suspended for June, July and August.
Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Out will still go on. 

25 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Terry & Sue 

Check the WEB Calendar for details

LOOK OUT FOR THE SHOUT OUTS!!!

COMING IN July

COMING IN August
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June Dinner Cruise

Steve and Judi Overly had one of the 
most unique dinner rides ever.  We 
went around the block and ended up 
in the same parking lot where we 
started.   Vincent's Ristorante  
Pizzeria is a great Italian restaurant 
we a full menu of dishes.  Anything 
you could want from soups, salads, 
and pastas way to many to mention 
(the lasagna turned out to be the most 
ordered item), seafood dishes, 
chicken, veal and more, more and 
more.

Steve & Judi did a great job with their 
red, white & blue table decorations 
leading into the Forth of July 
weekend.  The prizes, which were 
awarded by random drawing of stuff 
critters, were very appreciated since 
they were car wash items.

Thanks from all of us for a wonderful 
evening, loads of laughs and great 
pasta!
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June 15th, Techco introduced a 
supercharger kit for current-
generation (2005 to current-model-
year, also called C6) Chevrolet 
Corvettes with the LS2, LS3, or LS7 
V-8 engines.

The Techco Reverse-Revolution 
Twin-Screw Supercharger Takes in 
air, compresses and cools it through 
the shortest distance possible before 
cramming it into the cylinders. The 
supercharger ' s  3 .0 - l i te rs  o f  
displacement provides 6 psi of 
pressure and allows for about 600 
horsepower and 535 pound-feet of 
torque.

T h e  Te c h c o  C 6  C o r v e t t e  
supercharger is priced at $8500. 
Boost upgrade kits are available for 
an additional price, which can give 
the engine 650 horsepower or more.

600 Horsepower!  And Guess What: 
It Fits Under the Factory Hood 

TECHCO is now taking orders for 
The TECHCO Reverse-Revolution 
Twin-Screw SuperchargerTM kit for 
immediate deliveries. Techco 
superchargers can be purchased 
through authorized Techco dealers. 
Every supercharger features 
performance and styling uniquely 
matched to the engine for which it is 
designed. Each supercharger comes 
with a comprehensive limited 
warranty. For more information about 
Techco and its products, visit the 
T e c h c o  w e b s i t e  a t  
www.techcointl.com. 

Techco 600-Horsepower
Corvette Supercharger 
John Beltz Snyder  -  6/16/2009

Bowling Green Assembly Employees,

JD Power results are in, and I am proud to deliver the exciting results for the 
Chevrolet Corvette and Bowling Green Assembly team.

First, the Chevrolet Corvette was ranked the Best GM Model.

- The Chevy Corvette score came in at 71 PPH, placing us at the top of 
the pack for all GM models. This is an improvement of 21 points from our 
previous year's score of 92 PPH.  In addition, our car came in at the top of its 
segment ? beating our fierce competitor, Porsche, by 1 PPH. This is truly an 
awesome victory. Unfortunately, an award will not be given due to a shortage 
of entries in the segment, but we have a lot to celebrate for with this 
accomplishment. We do not need an award to tell us how well we performed.

Second, the Bowling Green team secured the Bronze Plant Award.

- Our plant score, which indicates the number of quality issues that were 
plant controllable, came in at only 43 PPH - tying with the Toyota Georgetown 
Plant and the Ford Truck Plant. In addition, this top-notch score was only 1 
PPH away from the Silver Plant score (Oshawa Car @ 42 PPH) and 2 PPH 
away from the Gold Plant score (Honda, East Liberty, Ohio @ 41 PPH).

Third, we achieved our plant mission: To competitively produce the highest 
quality vehicles in our market segment by using our greatest resource, our 
people working together.

- Our award winning quality performance in the annual JD Power survey 
demonstrates our focus on quality and the immense amount of pride our team 
has in building cars. Make no mistake, it has been a difficult go for the Bowling 
Green team - working through unprecedented times and multiple derates, a 
Special Attrition Program, layoff and down weeks. But this plant just proved its 
winning spirit and dedication to customer satisfaction, even when times are 
tough. Time and time again, I have watched you work together to surface 
issues and develop and implement solutions. Your hard work and patience 
have paid off, and the quality of our products leaving the plant is better than 
ever before.

- Now, we MUST CONTINUE OUR FOCUS ON QUALITY. We need to 
celebrate on the run and keep moving forward in the right direction because 
we know that is the mindset of our competition. In addition, the scores of the 
top 25 plants in the U.S. were separated by only 10 points, so as you can see, 
our competition is intense. I truly believe this team can bring home the Gold 
Plant Award next year and stay on top as the Best GM Model.

- As you leave for this next shutdown, please take a moment to pat 
yourself on the back and say congratulations to your team members for a job 
well done. When we come back to work, let's continue to work together to show 
who's best!

- Congratulations Bowling Green Team.

- Paul Graham,
- Plant Manager
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EIGHTEEN MONTHS AGO, Pratt & 
Miller Engineering revealed its C6RS 
(“Black Magic,” AW, Nov. 5, 2007), a 
$260,000-plus, 600-hp road-going 
leviathan. The C6RS hit the streets at 
approximately the same time as 
Chevrolet's own $105,000, 638-hp 
ZR1, and Michigan based specialty 
firm Pratt & Miller is General Motors' 
longtime racing partner, building and 
c a m p a i g n i n g  C o r v e t t e s  i n  
international competition since 1999.  
Just how different are these killer 
Corvettes? And is there a reason to 
pay more than twice as much for the 
C6RS?

LOOKS THAT KILL: The C6RS and 
the ZR1 landed in our garage 
sporting Velocity Yellow and Atomic 
Orange paint, respectively, and each 
attracts gonzo attention, including 
queries from several police officers 
who just wanted “a closer look.”  The 
C6RS sits more than an inch lower 
than the ZR1, and its carbon front 
splitter and side rockers, fender 
flares (making it 1.6 inches wider 
than the Z06 on which it is based) 
and rear carbon diffuser make it look 
much like the C6.R race car.  
Everything imparts a precise 
purpose, from the retractable carbon 
rear wing that deploys automatically 
at 80 mph to the sharp rocker edge 
that sliced the ankle of a low-socks 
wearing AW driver.

Much debate surrounds the ZR1's 
Eaton-supercharger-exposing 
polycarbonate hood window. No one 
of sound mind would argue that it 
holds a candle to the C6RS's race-
car-inspired “waterfall” hood and 
front fender vents.  Pratt & Miller's 
build quality and attention to detail 
are outstanding.  The ZR1 is pieced 
together quite well, better than any 
production Corvette in history. It does 
not match the C6RS.  Assembly lines 
have no way to rival the 650 man-
hours that Pratt & Miller devotes to 
hand-building just one carbon-fiber-
bodied car.  While the ZR1 features 
carbon hood, front fenders and roof, 
the C6RS retains only the Z06's 
magnesium roof, fiberglass doors 
and rear hatch; all other body panels 
are custom carbon. And for 
exclusivity appeal, only 10 Pratt & 
Miller cars exist thus far.

HAND GRENADES: There is little 
difference between the cars in terms 
of power, weight and speed (the ZR1 
is ultimately faster) but plenty of 

difference in the way that power is 
achieved and delivered.

The factory car comes out of the box 
with its 6.2-liter supercharged LS9 V8 
boasting 638 hp at 6,500 rpm and 604 
lb-ft of torque at 3,800 rpm, and GM 
claims that the car tips the scales at 
3,324 pounds, with a 52/48 front/rear 
weight split.  The C6RS's custom-
built, normally aspirated 8.2-liter all-
aluminum small block V8, built by 
Corvette Racing supplier Katech 
Engine Development, puts out 603 
hp at 5,800 rpm and 600 lb-ft at 4,800; 
the car weighs 3,310 pounds, 
balanced a quantum better at 51/49.

The engines' contrasting dispositions 
are clear the moment you depress 
the clutchesspringy in the ZR1, 
satisfyingly firm in the C6RS, with 
less traveland push the start buttons.  
The LS9 blares to life with a boom, 
then settles into a calm, humming 
idle. 

HERE. WE. GO: With C6RS and ZR1 
test cars more than a little hard to 
come by, we promised Pratt & Miller 
and Chevy that we would not break 
their equipment, severely limiting the 
number of hard launches we were 
willing to perform.  But pure numbers 
would not do justice to either 
machine.  Traction is at such a 
premium that while 0-to-60-mph runs 
of four seconds and change and 12-
second quarter-miles are achieved 
relatively easily, only an absolutely 
perfect launch will produce the mid-
three-second 0-to-60- mph and sub-
12-second quarter-mi le runs 
theoretically achievable.

GET A GRIP: Both Corvettes suck 
paint off the road while pulling to 
racing speeds quicker than any 
mainstream Porsche or Ferrari, but 
the refinement is staggering.

The Zr1 employs GM's magnetic 
selective ride control with touring and 
sport modes; the C6RS rides on 
custom composite springs and an 
Arvin Meritor air suspension that you 
can lock into a preset, nonadjusting 
mode for track driving, because it 
cannot adjust fast enough to deal with 
lateral transitions at track speeds.  A 
center-console-mounted button 
raises the frighteningly low front end 
2.5 inches to handle inclines while 
preserving the carbon front splitter.

Pratt & Miller's tire choice also gives 
its car a heavier, more precise 
steering feel, amplified by a fat, flat-

bottomed, Alcantara-tr immed, 
racing-style steering wheel that 
should henceforth be standard on 
every Corvette.  The same goes for 
carbon-shelled seats, which the 
company molds for any size driver 
and which feature deep side bolsters 
that finally allow drivers to sit in a 
Corvette rather than on top of it, 
which is the feeling imparted by the 
factory buckets that are absolute 
garbage for the amount of cornering 
force these supercars generate.

The overall experience in the C6RS is 
far more intense.  Though docile and 
reserved while commuting, it feels as 
if it always wants to be unleashed.  
There's less peak power and torque, 
but the throttle response feels as 
though you are always getting the 
max out of the power train.  And 
though the ride quality is arguably 
better than the ZR1's, there is 
noticeably less pitch and roll, less 
under steer and even a “don't lift” 
sensation that tells you to use the 
throttle to balance the car through 
turns, something familiar to racers 
but rare in production cars, even 
exotics.  

Even under braking, where the ZR1's 
standard carbon-ceramic brakes 
trump the C6RS's cast-iron Brembos, 
the rear end lightens as a racecar's 
does, and we much prefer the 
C6RS's firmer pedal feel. Carbon-
ceramics are available though not 
listed on the order form.  

BOTTOM LINE: In the end, these 
cars appeal to different customers.  
The ZR1 can terrify anyone, outrun 
just about anything and then dawdle 
along without being temperamental 
or annoying in any wayand its price 
makes it the planet's greatest super 
car performance bargain.

If you weren't already a Corvette 
loyalist but became one when the 
C5/C6 made the car truly comparable 
to the European sports-car elite and 
then backed that up with race wins, 
t h e  C 6 R S  s p e a k s  t o  y o u r  
competition-bred biases. It costs a lot 
more, but if you value authenticity 
and the intensity of the driving 
experienceand you're going to put 
your car on the track and want to test 
yourself as much as the machineno 
doubts remain: It's the only choice 
here.

Kevin A. Wilson and Jonathan Wong 
contributed to this story.

Ultimate Corvettes: Chevrolet's ZR1 vs Pratt Miller's C6RS


