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NEWS HOTTER
FROM THE PREZ

Can you believe it? 
We call a hiatus 
and GM declares 
bankruptcy and we 
are attacked by 
summer. There is 
no  j us t i ce .  I n  
response I have 
decided to appoint 
a Czar. I know all 
the good names for such a position 
have been taken; therefore, I will 
appoint a Czar to come up with 
names for future Czars----that won't 
work that name has been taken too. 
Please wait with baited breath and I 
will come up with a name. 

Anywho, thanks to Cyn and Louie for 
the last mysterious dinner ride. 
Although we were in Alabama, we 
were there in spirit. I understand C. J. 
Cannons was enjoyed by all.

The club has new members who own 
the most beautiful, Le Mans blue C6 
convertible in the world. Their style 
and taste is impeccable. They are 
Mike and Judy, and Dave and 
Shelagh brought them to our last 
picnic. Most of you met them there, 
but if you didn't, congratulate them on 
their wise purchase. Bale outs come 
in many shapes.

As we go further into our hiatus, may 
we remember the words of Lane 
Olinghouse, "To err is human; to 
refrain form laughing , Humane."

Vettely fanningly  yours

 ZoRo

 PS. Does baited breath stink?

I s  o u r  s o u r c e  f o r  c l u b  
embroidering. You can choose 
from 3 different club logos. See 
Andy or Heidi at their showroom 
790 15th Place, off U.S. #1, or call 
567-8337.

Our favorite meeting place and 
your one stop for all your 
catering needs.  Call Curt at 772 
562-9194, 737 22nd St., Vero 
Beach, FL.

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for June

Sharon Sperry June 11
Bob Irish June 15

Nancy Murray June 19
Beth Butcher June 22
Jim Peabody June 24
Tarie Harris June 26

Betty Skelton Erde June 28

Birthdays for July
Syl LaRocca July 11
David Ancil July 16

Denver Sperry July 17
Jim Gallagher July 26
Harry Fallon July 26

Dr. Allan Erde July 30
Jim Hunt July 30

Eva Sandlin July 31

Happy Birthday to everyone!

Vettivites for June
Remember we have suspended the 
General Membership Meetings for 
June, July and August.  If you have 
any important business the club 
should look into over these 3 months 
please, call Ro or any board member.

The Mystery Dinner Cruise will 
continue on the last Tuesday of every 
month during the summer.  This 
month it is hosted by Steve & Judi 
Overly

Don't forget the SHOUT OUTS.  If 
you have some place to go or 
something to do and would like to 
invite the rest of the club, just sent a 
SHOUT OUT via the Yahoo eGroup.  
Include you name and phone number 
so members can let you know they 
are going to attend and put SHOUT 
OUT in the subject line.   

O'CONNELL: SAYING
GOODBYE TO GT1 
But hello to GT2 
post-Le Mans

Just because he 
has competed in 
two American Le 
M a n s  S e r i e s  
events this year 
doesn't mean things aren't busy for 
Johnny O'Connell (and for that matter, 
anyone at Corvette Racing. On the 
contrary, it has been one of the more 
productive pre-Le Mans periods the 
team has undertaken in several years.

The team's new GT2 entry is set to 
debut at Mid-Ohio in August. So it has 
been a mixed bag of emotions during 
the last couple of months.

“This has been a difficult season in 
saying good-bye to the GT1 car while at 
the same time developing the GT2,” 
O'Connell said. “We all remain 
dedicated to having a new car that can 
contend right away. Everyone is looking 
forward to getting more work with it.”

“Though that first race with the GT2 car 
is still what seems a lifetime away, we 
will soon be flying to France, and once 
again doing battle at Le Mans. The 
competition should be good, and after 
finishing second the last two years, and 
on the same lap as the competition, I 
know that everyone on the team will be 
focused on making certain we get the 
job done this year. Dan Binks has never 
won there, and no American driver has 
ever won there four times, so I'd like to 
remedy both those problems this time.”

Johnny O.: “We certainly have 
business to take care of at Le Mans but 
we all remain dedicated to having a new 
car that can contend right away.”

Hollyann and O’Connell
at Petite Le Mans



12 - Friday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer regular membership meeting at 
Culinary Capers will be suspended for June, July and August. Mystery 

Dinner Cruises and Shout Out will still go on. 

30 - Tuesday - National Corvette Day
United States House Resolution 970

See page 4

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Steve & Judi

10 - Friday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer regular membership meeting

at Culinary Capers will be suspended for June, July and August.
Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Out will still go on. 

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Tony & Shari

Check the WEB Calendar for details

LOOK OUT FOR THE SHOUT OUTS!!!

COMING IN June

COMING IN July
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MAY DINNER CRUISE

Louie and Cyn Seo were leaders of 
the pack for the May dinner cruise.  
Their choice for the evening was C J 
Cannon's Restaurant at the airport.  
We were glad they picked a close 
place since it was a very wet and 
rainy evening. The Rain God's 
waited until everyone was inside to 
rain.  With all the rain we were 
having I was grateful not to have 
drive home late in the dark with such 
heavy rain.

We continue to have a great turnout 
of members; it's also great to see all 
the newer members coming to 
events and participating in the 
dinner cruises and other events.

C J Cannon's food has always 
remained a good standard.  The 
new additions to the building and 
new banquet facilities are a nice 
change. 

Dave Ancil brought his son along for 
the fun and to meet his Corvette 
crazy friends. We all had a great 
time.

The prizes were very appreciated 
since they were all Corvette books!  
Thanks again to Louie and Cyn for 
all the fun.
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LE MANS, France - Corvette Racing 
brought down the curtain on the GT1 
era with a victory in the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans. Johnny O'Connell, Jan 
Magnussen and Antonio Garcia 
scored Corvette Racing's sixth 
class victory in the world's biggest 
sports car race with the No. 63 
Compuware Corvette C6.R. The 
winning Corvette completed 342 laps, 
racing to a six-lap margin of victory 
over the No. 73 Luc Alphand 
Aventures Corvette C6.R of Yann 
Clairay, Julien Jousse and Xavier 
Maassen. The No. 64 Compuware 
Corvette C6.R of Oliver Gavin, Olivier 
Beretta, and Marcel Fassler retired 
from the lead in the 22nd hour with an 
apparent gearbox problem.

The win was Corvette Racing's 16th 
podium finish at Le Mans since 2000. 
It was the fourth Le Mans class win for 
O'Connell and Magnussen, and the 
second consecutive Le Mans GT1 
victory for Garcia. O'Connell became 
the first American driver to win four 
class titles in the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

"When you look at the Americans who 
have won here multiple times, they're 
all important figures in motorsports 
history," O'Connell said. "To achieve 
my fourth win with Corvette Racing, 
driving a sports car that's an American 
icon, it's hard to put that into words. 
There is nothing more difficult and 
more rewarding than winning here, 
and sharing it with two awesome 
drivers like Jan and Antonio."

The two Corvettes waged a fierce 
battle throughout 22 of the 24 hours, 
never separated by more than one lap. 
The pole-winning No. 63 Corvette 
C6.R led from the start for 18 hours 
and 52 minutes. Beretta then put the 
No. 64 Corvette C6.R in front, passing 
Garcia on a restart following a safety 
car period. Garcia regained the lead at 
19:23 when Beretta pitted; the No. 64 
was back at the front following a pit 

Corvette Racing Wins GT1 in 24 Hours of Le Mans
stop for O'Connell to replace Garcia. 
The 21st hour saw an intense duel 
between O'Connell and Fassler with 
the cars dicing around the entire 8.47-
mile circuit.

"It was a great race, but a shame that 
the No. 64 Corvette was not there at the 
finish," said Garcia. "We raced really, 
really hard for 22 hours. We were 
racing fair, and we were all going 100 
percent. The full stint I did fighting with 
Olly after the safety car came in was 
great."

The No. 63 Corvette had a trouble-free 
run throughout the grueling 24-hour 
race, making 32 pit stops and never 
going into the garage for repairs. 
O'Connell and Garcia drove the closing 
stints in the race when Magnussen 
became ill.

In the end, it's important for Corvette 
Racing that they have a Le Mans win 
with the No. 63 Corvette, and I have to 
congratulate them because it was a 
tough fight."

This race marked the end of the GT1 
era for Corvette Racing that began in 
1999. Since then, Corvette Racing has 
become America's premier production 
sports car team, winning 77 races and 
eight consecutive American Le Mans 
Series championships.

Corvette Racing will make the move to 
the GT2 category in its next event, the 
Acura Sports Car Challenge at the Mid-
Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, 
Ohio, on August 6-8. 

CORVETTE RACING QUOTES:

Jan Magnussen, No. 63 Compuware 
Corvette C6.R: "Four Le Mans wins 
feels absolutely great. My role in this 
one was for only half the race. I really 
have to thank Johnny and Antonio for 
working so hard during the last half of 
the race. Also a special mention to my 
crew chief Dan Binks. Standing on the 
victory podium at Le Mans is just 

amazing, and I hope that we can carry 
on."

J o h n n y  O ' C o n n e l l ,  N o .  6 3  
Compuware Corvette C6.R: "Winning 
at Le Mans is hard because it's all 
about pushing as hard as you can while 
being perfect with your technique and 
taking care of the car. I think the three of 
us did that, even when we were wiped 
out and tired. The guys in the No. 64 
Corvette might have had a little more 
mid-corner grip than us, so we had to 
push every minute. When you do that, 
sometimes you make mistakes, but the 
No. 63 finished the race as pretty as it 
started it."

Antonio Garcia, No. 63 Compuware 
Corvette C6.R: "I'll tell you tomorrow 
when I wake up what it means to win Le 
Mans twice. This is my third 24-hour 
race win a row - I won Le Mans last year 
and Daytona 24 this year. I cannot ask 
for anything else. Corvette Racing 
gave me a car and a crew that worked 
perfectly, and I really appreciate it. 
During the night and this morning, I was 
up to my best. That's what a proper 
team needs to be - everyone giving 100 
percent."

Doug Louth, Corvette Racing 
Engineering Director: "It was easy to 
stay awake this morning because there 
was a lot happening. It couldn't have 
been any closer between the two 
Corvettes - if they had both run to the 
finish, it would have come down to the 
wire. There were a lot of possible 
scenarios with pit stops and tires. 
Unfortunately that didn't happen, but 
Corvette C6.Rs finished first and 
second."

Dan Binks, Crew Chief, Corvette 
C6.R No. 63: "Winning Le Mans is so 
unbelievable that I can't even talk about 
it. All of the people here worked their 
butts off, and we're just the guys who 
show up at the track. There are dozens 
of guys back in the shop working on this 
stuff."

Release Date: June 14, 2009
By:www.corvetteracing.com
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Corvette Resolution
United States House Resoluton - 970

In the House of Representatives, U. S., Whereas the 30th of 

June would be an appropriate day to designate as  National 
Corvette Day:  Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the United States House of Representatives 

supports the designation of a  National Corvette Day  to 

honor the Chevrolet Corvette.”

Whereas the Chevrolet Corvette is America's first sports car;

Whereas the first production Corvette rolled off a Flint, 
Michigan, assembly line on June 30, 1953;

Whereas the Corvette is now manufactured in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky;

Whereas the Corvette is the most widely respected production 
sports car in United States history;

Whereas the Corvette is truly a symbol of American pride.

National 
Corvette Day

National Corvette Day 

The 1.5 millionth Corvette, a 2009 Corvette 
Convertible, was built on May 28, 2009, at 
GM Bowling Green 

Thanks to Rep. John Shimkus (R-Ill.)
 and 55 stalwart colleagues

C h e v y  B u i l d s  T h e   
1,500,000th Corvette.
By DALE JEWETT  - AutoWeek - 6/11/09

The Chevrolet Corvette, one of top 
icons of America autos, has hit 
another milestone--1.5 million units 
built.

Corvette No. 1.5 million--a white 
convertible with red interior, the same 
as Corvette No. 1 in 1953--rolled off 
the assembly line in Bowling Green, 
Ky., on May 28.

It took 24 years to reach Corvette No. 
500,000 in 1977, then 15 years until 
Vette No. 1 million was built in 1992, 
and then 17 years to this milestone. 
All the milestone cars are white with 
red interiors.

After a bit of time in the Chevrolet 
promotion fleet, Corvette No. 1.5 
million will be kept at the National 
Corvette Museum in Bowling Green. 
The museum also has Vettes No. 
500,000 and No. 1 million.

"The Corvette Grand Sport achieves 
a 0 - 60 time in less than four 
seconds, pulls 1.0g on the skid pad 
and still boasts an impressive 26 
highway mpg," Karen Rafferty, 
Chevrolet Product Marketing Director 
s a i d .  " T h e s e  n u m b e r s  a r e  
unmatched by any of Corvette's 
competitors.”

Chevrolet also used the milestone to 
set the sticker price for the 2010 
Corvette Grand Sport models. The 
Grand Sport coupe is priced at 
$55,720 and the convertible is priced 
at $59,530, including shipping 
charges. Grand Sports include 
chass i s  upg rades  t o  boos t  
performance. 

From left to right: 1953 Corvette (First 
year);  1977 Corvette (500,000th 
Corvette); 1992 Corvette (1 millionth 
Corvette); 2009 Corvette (1.5 millionth 
Corvette). 

GM Bowling Green Assembly employees 
pose with the 1,500,000th Corvette, a 2009 
Corvette Convertible. 


