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NEWS BETTER
FROM THE PREZ
They say good 
things come in 
small packages.  
As we TARP along 
t o w a r d  o u r  
Summer hiatus, I 
want to thank all of 
those that care 
enough to share.  
The participating 
members have 
enjoyed many events due to the 
efforts of our social financial experts.

The small package is the six some 
that feasted on natural beauty, fresh 
seafood and enjoyed a Florida pearl 
on Anna Marie Island.  The Tortuga 
Inn was our base and we visited 
gardens, mansions and watched the 
precision, alcoholic, fishing and 
eating team of Florida, and parts 
unknown meet.  It was the smallest 
turnout ever and one of the best 
experiences – Next time.

Our murder mystery dinner was a 
smash. Judy Overly suggested it 
and hosted too.  She is a real 
champion.  Of course who can forget 
the Italian main course at Tony’s.  He 
and Hollyann over fed us again. 

But the food was only matched in 
excellence by the acting and directing 
of our ensemble.  Beth, Sue, 
Candace, Karen, Frankie, Dave, 
Jim, Greg, and Cyn, brought a true 
meaning to swine flew.  To avoid a 
repeat of past confrontation over 
voting irregularities, we hired an 
Alabama Firm of Waits and Becky to 
do DNA? Testing.  All the actors we 
tested and the one with the highest 
percentage of ham in their sample 
won.  And the winners were: 
CYNSEO as Mamma, and Jim 
Gallagher for his ever-changing 
accent as Marco.  (See photos on 
page 6 of this newsletter.)

Thanks to all and remember: 
Laughter is the tonic for a tired soul. 

Vettely sincerely,
Z0RO

I s  o u r  s o u r c e  f o r  c l u b  
embroidering. You can choose 
from 3 different club logos. See 
Andy or Heidi at their showroom 
790 15th Place, off U.S. #1, or call 
567-8337.

Our favorite meeting place and 
your one stop for all your 
catering needs.  Call Curt at 772 
562-9194, 737 22nd St., Vero 
Beach, FL.

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for May

Marlene Ulisky May 7
Anthony Chila May 8

John Ferro May 12
Sue Smith May 14

Dick Cantner May 14
Nancy Michaud May 18

Nan Dunne May 26
Tom LaRocca May 29

Birthdays for June
Sharon Sperry June 11

Bob Irish June 15
Nancy Murray June 19
Beth Butcher June 22
Jim Peabody June 24
Tarie Harris June 26

Betty Skelton Erde June 28

Happy Birthday to everyone!

Vettivites for May

SUNNY DAZES

Condolences go out 
to the Overly family 
for the passing of 
Judi's mother.

Pat Lundell is going 
"shoulder to shoulder" with another 
surgery.  We all wish her our very best 
wishes for a successful and speedy 
operation and recovery.

Congratulations to Dan & Ro Bryant 
f o r  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e i r  3 6 t h .  
Anniversary!  We all wish you our 
very best wishes and hardy 
congratulations and look forward to 
36 more!

Frank

May starts the time of the year when vacations, the heat, or visits from the 
Grandkids, causes our attendance to fall off.  Because of this we are 
suspending the General Membership Meetings for June, July and August.  If 
you have any important business the club should look in these 3 months 
please, call Ro or any board member.

The Mystery Dinner Cruise will continue on the last Tuesday of every 
month during the summer.

Don't forget the SHOUT OUTS.  If you have some place to go or something to 
do and would like to invite the rest of the club, just sent a SHOUT OUT via the 
Yahoo eGroup.  Include you name and phone number so members can let you 
know they are going to attend and put SHOUT OUT in the subject line.   

If you are planning to join the National Corvette Caravan to Bowling Green 
September 3rd to 5th and have not signed up, go to the WEB calendar for 
September and follow the links.

Everyone is invited to the Indian River Corvette Club's 10 Anniversary 
party, this November.  Stand by for the details to follow…  This one should be 

great, on a scale of 1 to 10, it will be defiantly a big “10”.



CLUB EVENT FOR MAY
11 - 3 - Fri - Sun - Club Weekend Get-A-Way
3 days on Anna Maria Island, Bradenton, FL

5 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting

8 - Friday - General Membership Meeting
Culinary Capers 

16 - Saturday - Vettes at the Light
Hosted by the Ponce Inlet Corvette Club 

26 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Louis & CynSeo 

12 - Friday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer regular membership meeting at 
Culinary Capers will be suspended for June, July and August. Mystery 

Dinner Cruises and Shout Out will still go on. 

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Steve & Judi

Check the WEB Calendar for details

LOOK OUT FOR THE SHOUT OUTS!!!

COMING IN May

COMING IN June
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APRIL DINNER CRUISE

The April dinner was under the 
guidance of Jim and Judy Galliger. 
The restaurant of their choice was 
Marsh Landing in Fellsmere.  The 
weather was great for tops off (the 
car top).  It was a quick trip to 
Fellsmere and no one got lost.  There 
is always plenty of great parking on 
the street and no worries about car 
door dings.

We had a large turnout with several 
new couples joining us for all the fun.  
After drink orders were taken the fun 
started with hunting colors and 
stamps on the drive directions.  Then 
came the prizes, look at the pictures 
and you will see what I mean.  It 
looked more like Fantasy Feast in 
Key West rather than Tuesday night 
in Fellsmere.

As always, the food was great, some 
adventurous guys even tried the 
swamp cabbage and frog legs.  The 
fried shrimp and other regular 
specials were very popular. The 
kitchen did a great job since we had a 
really had a large turnout.

Thanks goes to Jim and Judy for a 
fun evening and great restaurant 
choice.



Getting to Know You

This month we will be getting to 
know Bob Dunne.   Does anybody 
remember the advice Dustin 
Hoffman received in the movie, 
The Graduate, concerning which 
career he should go into?  If you 
answered “plastics”, you were 
right. Well, Bob may have given 
him the same advice. 

It all started in a little town in Ohio.  
Bob was born in Ashtabula, Ohio.  
(By the way, that is where the first 
fiberglass body for the first Corvette was made). He stayed there all his life 
except when he attended Berea College, also in Ohio. That departure was 
important because that is where he met his bride Nancy.  They returned to 
Ashtapula and produced 4 children, 3 boys and a girl.  They now have 4 
grandchildren.  Two of his children live in Ohio and 2 in Pensacola.

Now, let's get back to “plastics”.  After college, Bob owned a plastic 
company.  You may have heard of some of the products that he 
manufactured.  Does the hula-hoop sound familiar?  He also produced the 
orange barricade cones that some of us knock down as we are driving.  
How about 1st, 2nd and 3rd bases for all the major league baseball 
games?.  That's right, all made from “plastics”.

Bob stayed with his very successful business until retiring in 1992.  Since 
Nan's parents lived in Vero Beach, they were snowbirds for 7 yrs until they 
bought a Condo here in Vero in1998.   Their first Vette was a 1994 model.  
Even though it was damaged when the garage fell on it during the 
hurricane, after some repair work, they are still enjoying it.

Bob and Nan were one of the first charter members of our club.  One other 
thing, isn't the Corvette ……..”plastic”?

Curious Connie
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ANNUAL CLUB GET-A-WAY
MAY’S CLUB EVENT

The Bryant's, Seo's and the Quina's 
went to Anna Maria Island for the 
weekend.  What a great place!!!!  
The Tortuga Inn is one the nicest, 
most pleasant, quaintest and special 
places to go. The rooms are great, 
bright colors, palm trees, small 
kitchen area, good beds, and the 
best location.  We were all surprised 
how nice all of the area is.  We could 
walk anywhere we wanted to go.  
The best restaurant in the area is 
only four blocks away. The beach is 
straight across the street.  They even 
have an Amish ice cream store.

Saturday we went a wandering, 
Danny was leading.  We toured the 
Ringling Brothers Museum, also a 
turn or two around St. Armand's 
Circle. The best was a walk through 
Selby Gardens to see all the orchids 
and other beautiful plants.  

With several dips in the pool, more 
than one drink and day break walks 
on the beach it was a fabulous 
weekend.

Sorry more of you guys didn't go.

Hollyann
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The Corvette has been a staple of 
South Central Kentucky since the 
assembly plant came to our area 
in 1981.

But is it still a "car of the future"... 
or has it become a thing of the 
past?

This year, General Motors 
released four different types of the 
2009 Corvette for customers to 
buy.

Yet with softer sales from its 2008 
models and talk about its "fuel in-
efficiency" has the country's "most 
famous sports car" lost its luster 
and marketability?

"The Corvette remains relevant 
cause its the icon of the 
automobile industry... period," 
says 2164 Local United Auto 
Workers president Eldon Renaud.

"When you look at it, its still the 
premier sports car in the United 
States, the best sports car for the 
value. We're leading in fuel 
economy and quality with this 
vehicle and its still very relevant," 
says Bowling Green Assembly 
Plant manager, Paul Graham.

Graham believes the Corvette is 
still performing as well as can be 
expected in the current economy.

"Right now when you look at our 
market share, our market share in 
Corvette is actually up 2% this 
year, in the luxury performance 
segment which we're in," Graham 
notes.

Although the Corvette has seen a 
small rise in its market share, the 
sports car has also seen a 13% 
drop in sales over the last year.

Renaud says if people were able 
to use equity from their second 
mortgages to purchase cars, that 
might change.

Fuel efficiency knocks against the 
Corvette aren't a concern of 
Graham's because he says it can 
hold court with anything on the 
market.

"I can tell you from talking to some 
of our Corvette enthusiasts that 
drive back to Bowling Green and 
the museum, we've had people 
that can regularly get 30 miles a 
gallon with the corvette on the 
freeway," Graham explains.

So by continuing the Corvette, 
Graham says they are actually 
expanding their opportunity to 
work on advanced technologies 
such as engine advancements 
and fuel-efficiency.

Renaud feels there is something 
else that will keep the Corvette 
important to the car industry many 
years from now... and thats its 
heritage.

"People have seen the car since it 
was first made. They realized as a 
child 'I'd like to have that car" and 
they strive and they save. That the 
American dream," Graham tells 
WBKO.

Graham says the current ZR1 
model corvette is selling well 
despite reduction in sales from its 
base models.

He also says so far, there has been 
no discussions to move either the 
Corvette or Cadillac XLR out of 
town.

Graham says they will take 
whatever steps they have to deal 
with Congress' decision, whether 
it's for or against them.

However, right now their main 
focus is getting the word out and 
making their voices heard. 

Is the Corvette Still Relevant?
By: Ryan Dearbone, WBKO-TV Bowling Green, KY

The 2010 Grand Sport lets Corvette 
buyers give the two-seater a meaner 
look and tighter suspension without 
going all the way to the Z06 model. 
And it lets you do this with the options 
of an automatic transmission and 
folding top, if you choose. The Z06 
remains a fixed-roof coupe with only 
a manual transmission.

Oting for the Grand Sport gets you 
front and rear styling that mimics the 
Z06, beefed-up suspension bits, 
functional cooling ducts in the 
bodywork, Z06-sized brakes and 
large wheels--18-inch units up front 
and 19-inchers in back--with low-
profile tires.

The Grand Sport gets the Corvette's 
base LS3 V8, rated at 430 hp and 424 
lb-ft of torque. Adding the optional 
two-mode exhaust brings an extra 6 
hp and 4 lb-ft of torque. And Grand 
Sport buyers who spec the coupe 
with the manual six-speed manual 
transmission get a dry-sump 
lubrication system for the engine, a 
differential cooler and the battery 
mounted in the rear of the car.

GM says the Grand Sport will pull 1 g 
on the skid pad, and it cuts two-tenths 
of a second off the 0-to-60-mph time 
of the base Vette.

You can get the Grand Sport package 
with any of the Vette's exterior colors 
and with any trim level. The 
distinctive hash marks on the left 
fender are available as an add-on 
with the Heritage package.

The Grand Sport name last appeared 
o n  t h e  C o r v e t t e  i n  1 9 9 6 ,  
commemorating the end of the C4 
era. Only 1,000 copies were built, all 
painted Admiral Blue.

It also pays homage to five hand-built 
racing Corvettes from 1963 ordered 
up by chief engineer Zora Arkus-
Duntov. 

Corvette revives
Grand Sport name for 2010
By DALE JEWETT, AUTOWEEK, 4/24/09



Chef Jimmy Schmidt heads to the 
track caring more about winning than 
about great food, but the Detroit 
restaurateur is no ordinary caterer.

Schmidt once showed us how to do 
haute cuisine under the hood of a car 
(“Eat Free or Die,” AW, Aug. 30, 
1993). He owns the Rattlesnake 
Club, one of Detroit 's f inest 
restaurants, and its counterpart in 
Palm Desert, Calif. He has friends in 
high places, and for 10 years, he's 
been chef for the Corvette Racing 
GT1 team at Le Mans and other 
endurance races.

If you think pleasing palates at a five-
star restaurant might be challenging, 
try preparing 4,000 meals in six days 
in the Le Mans paddock.

“It's a lot more intense and crazier 
than running a restaurant for a week,” 
Schmidt says. “And the challenge is a 
bit different. We try to get the team, 
almost unwillingly, to eat well.” 

Former GM racing boss Herb Fishel, 
a regular at the Rattlesnake, pulled 
Schmidt aside in late 1998. How 
would he like to cook for the soon-to-
be-launched Corvette GT1 and 
Cadillac LMP teams? 

Schmidt already knew his way 
around both a kitchen and a manifold. 
While studying electrical engineering 
at the University of Illinois, he had 
joined a program in France to earn 
language credits. There he'd enrolled 
in food and wine courses and decided 
he'd rather apprentice at a cooking 
school in Avignon. Diplomas and 
certificates in classic and nouvelle 
French cuisine followed, as did 
postgrad study in management at 
Harvard.

Schmidt would be great for GM's 
visitors at Le Mans. Fishel also knew 
that Schmidt had grown interested in 
sports nutrition while crewing on 
long-distance yacht races, and when 
Fishel's own crews and drivers 
reached the last third of a grueling 24-
hour race, nutrition could be crucial. 
“There are similarities between 
endurance racing and racing 
sailboats. When you are on the water 

or in a garage, it can be difficult to 
mark the passage of time,” Schmidt 
says. “We're linked to the rhythm of 
our meals, psychologically and 
biologically. That rhythm is important 
to peak performance.”

Schmidt's first undertaking at Le 
Mans was massive. With both 
Cadillac and Corvette teams running, 
he'd be preparing 10,000 meals. It 
helped that he spoke French, but it 
was no small task lining up local 
suppliers for huge quantities of 
specialty meats, fresh produce and 
baked goods. His goal was to make 
nutritious meals that the crews would 
eat, “essentially comfort food for the 
Americans, without pissing off the 
French.”

The chef typically has a week to get 
the crews'  nutr i t ional  needs 
balanced. Schmidt's rule of thumb for 
mechanics is minimal carbohydrates 
and lots of protein, to stabilize blood 
sugar through the course of the race. 
Drivers, on the other hand, load 
carbs, the way marathoners do. 

The process is streamlined now, 
because of experience and because 

Schmidt has to prepare only about 
half as many meals as he once did--
though he's still feeding the team, 
guests,  t rack off ic ia ls,  local  
dignitaries, journalists and hangers-
on. There is no cooking infrastructure 
in the Le Mans paddock, so he 
assembles a full-blown kitchen 
capable of everything except baking 
the bread. Schmidt is on the job at 
5:00 on race morning and doesn't 
sleep again until the after-party is 
over two evenings later, spending 
close to two days on his feet. 

“I love doing it, and I think the team 
loves the food,” he says. “It's a 
psychological lift, something they feel 
gives them an edge. My goal is to 
keep them focused and in tune. In the 
last third of the race, when mental 
fatigue sets in, it pays off.” 

Do GM and its guests eat better than 
anyone at Le Mans? “Audi has some 
elaborate resources,” Schmidt says. 
“But as a team, for taste and nutrition, 
no one eats better than the Corvette 
people.”

Time--and economics--will tell if 
Schmidt will return to La Sarthe. 

ONE FAST CHEF: Cooking (very well) with Corvette Racing
By J. P. VETTRAINO  AutoWeek 5/4/09
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A Night of Pasta and Murder!A Night of Pasta and Murder!


